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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment
' 19¢h November 1860

Read the following letters :—

From Lieutenant {2 T BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to
T2, BOURDlLLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Saint George, dated Madras, 29th September 1860, No. 202 :—

SIR,
I have the honor to report that in accordance with instructions received from the Con-
ator of Korests relative to the Proceedings of Government No. 1,538, dated 6th September
, , I halted at Ootacamund en route from Anamallai to Madras, and enquired into the infringe-
ent of the contract for removing the dead wood from the sholas along the Cotagherry road.
. 1 personally inspected these sholas which are situated on the slopes of the Dodabetta mountains
.~ and found that the contract has been infringed, and considerable mischief done by the Con-
| tractors ; forty-seven green treas have been cut down (some of large size), whereas the contract
 stipulated that only dead wood should be removed. I therefore inflicted the full penalty of
‘Rupees 100 upoo the Contractor, and confiscated the outlying green timber, and had all the
'stamps marked by one of the Overseers. I also annulled the contract as I found that it had
~been purchased by a servant of Government in the name of another party who stated that he had
. not authorized the act, and would not be beld responsible for the infringement of the contract.

- 2. 1 have consulted with Mr. Thomas on the Nilgiri shola question, and agree with
'him that the sholas in the immediate neighbourhood of Ootacamund should be strietly conserved ;

creat destruction has of late been committed in many of the sholas around the station and with

g the «mall establishment at present allowed it will be very difficult, as long as felling goes on in
'~ yarious directions, to entirely stop depredations, or to prevent Contractors from infringing their

~ contracts to a certain exteot. If Government will sanction the road proposed to be opened to
 the Dévasholal would recommend that all telling in the immediate vicinity of Ootacamund should
. cease. The supply of timber in this shola is, I may say, unlimited and planting under the superin-
g tendence of the Conservancy Department might be carried on in cleared portions of the shola.
S . g Thereare at present two Overseers employed at Ootacamund upon small salaries, ViZ.,
< 85 Rupees each. This allowance I consider very small and would recommend to Government
~ that they each should be allowed 15 Rupees Horse allowance per mensem, which would make
‘& their pay up to 50 Rupees. There is no Superintendent upon the Nilgiris, but Doctor Cleghorn
" has, 1 believe, recommended to Government that the sholas be placed under the charge of the
 Superintendent of the Midtumallai forests. It is important that these Overseers should have
some direct superior, and the supervision could be exercised either by the Officer in charge of

e Mﬁ&maﬂai or by the Officer in charge of the Wiinad range.

 No. 205,  FromE. B, THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to J. D- BOURDILLON,
A Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Coonoor, 26th September

1860, No. 51.

Sir,

¥ i 1 beg to forward, for such notice as Government may deem fit, a
b S8 Of the Nilgiris. furtber letter from Mr. La celles, on the forests and fuel. I need
_ : AR : : E’ 31 4 only add, that facts, from whatever quarter, if correct, are what Govern-
v L P L - ment, I conclude, would desire for in ormation : that those adduced by Mr. Tascelles, from his
f &= own egperience and observations of more than 20 years, are correct, I am bound to add my official
testimony. - It is for Government to notice them, as they deem fit; but T would myself strongly
: and on public grounds advise Mr. Lascelles’ offer in his 7 th paragraph
* Mr. Lascelles. being accepted; he* is always on the Hills, and the Conservator can

observe his proceedings. :'

From A, R. W. LASCELLES, Esq, to E. 5. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Golmbatotss:
: dated Ootacamund, 8th September 1860. :

. SIR, .
1. I have been favored with a perusal of the orders of Government (dated 28th August

1860, No. 1,454) on thé subject of a communication from the Conservator of Forests, in
" which some allusions are made to the letter which 1 had the honor to address you on the 21st

May 1860 ‘
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realized 8 to 12 annas. At this rate the last sale of Government wood on Dodabet, must
have returned a net profit to the Contractors of about 2,000 Rupees.

11. In conclusion, I take the liberty of calling attention to the abominable destruction now
taking place under the Charcoal Contractor, in the Déva shola. This splendid forest, of
about five miles square, will be ruined under a twelve months continuance of the present sysiem.
Trees are being BARKED all over this wood, the charcoal made from bark, realizing a high price
with Gold and Silversmiths, and also I presume with a view of rendering the standing trees
« dead wood” as speedily as possible. :

12. Having examined this fine forest twice lately at an interval of three months, I was
quite astonished at the damage that had already been effected in so short a space of time; the
charcoal is made in the Jeast expensive and most wasteful manner, large trees being burned above
the surface of the ground, and reduced partially to ashes and partially to nearly useless charcoal.

13. 1 state these facts from actual observation, aad as you are well aware that 1 have
ample supplies of fuel myself, and that I can have no motive but the good of the community

generally,l trust you will excuse my having tresspassed again or your valuable time, and

shounld you see no objection, perhaps you will do me the favor to forward a copy of this letter

in explanation of mine of 21st May-

U

I am favored with information, which enables me to refer to the

Since writing the above
he Chief Engineer for entire corrobroation of what has been above

District Engineer’s letter to t

written.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS, Collector.

pE——

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to J. D. BOURDILLON,

No. 326.
Fort Saint George, dated Coimbatore 4th October 1860,

Esq., Secretary to Government,
No. 53.

SIR, !
1. With reference to Government Order 95th ultimo, No. 1.700, 1 would not recommend

any other forest shola to be sold, or destroyed ; (they are synonomous in practice, and sad is the
injury already done; as is well known to all who move about the Hills, and know the forests).

@ Ashas been already reported, there is sufficient dead wood now lying in Déva shola” only
nine miles from Ootacamund, to last for several
years; and there will be the wood, (live and
dead,) in the same spot, of the 40 acres Govern-
ment have given Mr. Rae leave to fell, but not
to appropriate. - The only thing wanted, is a
bandy track of a few miles, to bring it in, as
suggested both in my own, in the District

~ Engineer, and in Mr. Lascelles’ letters of the

20th May and 8th September 1860

3. If this trace be made, and wood, allowed to be sold on the spot, to all comers, whether
by bandy, bullock, or cooly load, the market will be supplied, the road repay itself, and other

forests be spared.

Several miles were made by Captain FErancis.

See also letters.
No. 19 of 31st May 1860, paragraph 6.
No 29 of 25th June 1860, Mr Lasceiles’ of 21st

May 1860.

4. 1 would strongly recommend that the Tahsildir be allowed to make such trace, with
1 also benefit by the

the labor of the Hill tribes, who will do it ata moderate cost, as they wil
Q road, by which they are willing® to bring

in firewood, if allowed to buy it at the

forests.
5. Unless Government prefer to get cid of the whole cost, establishment, and trouble, by

accepting the contract offered by Mr. Lascelles in his letter of 8th September,.?aragraph 7.
6. Doctor Cleghorn’s contracts, with natives, would be unobjectionable if they were at all

adhered to, but they are s0 palpably and grossly infringed, at this moment, and continually, that
they are most destructive to the forests

% I am informed by them.

P. S.—If 1 speak strongly on this subject, it is from 11 years personal, careful, and full

. knowledge, of the facts and the Jocalities.

% e T e e e e R
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