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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
13th November 1860.

T S S S A i A S —— i~

No. 224. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th November
1860, No. 5,190 :—
Read letter from the Collector of Madras, dated 7th November 1860, No. 443 :—
(In Cons., 8th November 1860, No. 5,740.) y

1. The Board have carefully considered the Collector’s observations on their Proceedings
dated 2nd instant, No. 5,052, but do not see any reason to alter the views then expressed by them.

2, The Board did not overlook the fact that it has for years heen usual in Madras to levy quit-
rent in arrear after the termination of the year for which it is due, and that these collections are
termed  Current” in the account. This, however, is purely an official arcangement, with which
the payers have no concern, for Government have clearly a right to demand payment of quit-rent
whenever they think fit, after it has become due, (so that this is done within the period allowed
by Act XII of 1851, Section 11,) and they may enter such collections by any term they please
in their own accounts. All that is necessary is that the bill and receipt should specify the year
for which the payment is claimed and received.

3. The decree of the Civil Court renders it impossible now to levy quit-rent for any year
antecedent to the present Fasli, for the notification would then be retrospective and the decision
would be practically nullified. The Government in fact have collected a just and legal due in
an illegal manner, and the consequences must be accepted, but the same mistake will not again
oceur.

4. With regard to paragraph 8 of Mr. Cunliffe’s letter, the Board think, that the presenta-
tion of the bill might perhaps have been considered sufficient notice, ifit had not been followed
immediately by compulsory collection of the rent. Even this, however, is doubtful, and the
Court might have held that the presentation of the bill did not in law amount to the ““ notifica-
tion” prescribed by the Act.

5. With regard to paragraphs 6 to 10 the Board remark, that the decree does not touch on
the question of the liability of the land to quit-rent. ~All that the Court has decided is that the
collection already made is illegal, because the notification preseribed in Section 8 of the Act
was not given, The Board consider it quite open to the Collector to assess the land for Fasli
1270, giving the notice as instructed in paragraph 8 of the Board’s Proceedings above quoted.
It is possible that Plaintiff niay contest this by a suit, but the Board consider that, if he hasnot
appealed to the Board and procured the annulment of the assessment, the jurisdiction of the
Court can be demurred to with success.
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6. Resl}lfv'ed?hat'a copy of these Proceedings be submitted to Government in continuation
of the Board's Proceedings, dated 2nd November 1860, No. 5,052.
R W (A true Extract.)

-{»
(Signed) J. D. st Secretury.

No. 225. OrpER THEREON, 13th November 1869, No. 2,128,

The Government have considered Mr. Cunliffe’s arguments, in the letter now submitted ;
but they agree with the Board of Revenue, and see no occasion to modify their Order of the 9th
instant, No. 2,098.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,
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