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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
6th November 1860.

A et et b g

No. 85,  Read the following letter from ARTHUR HALL, Esq., President to the Income.
Tax Commission, to J. D- BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue

Department, dated Madras, 23rd October 1860, No. 16 :—

Sig,
1. In reference to the Order of Government, No, 1,915, dated 19th October 1860, passed on a

Jetter from the Sub-Treasurer relative to his duties as the Officer appointed to collect the Income
tax in the town of Madras, I have the honor to state that the Commissioners consider that:
Act XXXII of 1860 imperfectly defines the extent of the powers with which it was intended to

jnvest this Officer, especially in regard to the realization of arrears of the tax, by distraint or

attachment.

2, Section 160 Part XVII of the Act, provides, that, when an instalment of the tax is not
paid on the day when it fell due, the Collecting Officer shall proceed to recover it either by
distress and sale of “moveable, or by attachment, and sale of the immovable property of the

defaulter.

3. In the next Section (161), Rules are laid down for observance in the seizure and sale of
movable property, and the first one is, that the Collector or Commissioners shall employ a
Destraining Officer, and shall furnish him with a demand in writing, signed * by the Collector, -
« or Commissioners, or by some Officer, employed by him in that behalf.”

4. Other Rules and provisions follow, in which frequent allusion is made to the Collector
or Commissioners, but nothing is said about a Collecting Officer.

5. Assuming therefore, that the word Collector, when used througliout Part XVII of the
Act, bears the meaning given to it by Clause 8, Section 248, Part XXI, it follows that the whole

roceedings connected with the troublesome process of realizing arrears of [ncome tax, in the
town of Madras, will depolve upon the Commissioners, independently of the Collecting Officer,
whose duties would thus cease, when he had reported to the Commissioners the default of

' | payment.

6. The Commissioners are at a loss to understand, what was intended by Section 160 of

o Bt X VII, superseded as itds.by the course laid down in the Rules, and subsequent Sections of
. the same part. s

7. The Commissioners ap})rove of the view taken by Mr. Harrison, of the extent of the
duties which should be performed by him, but as the wording of Part XVII is contradictory,
and obscure, they cannot say, that they are satisfied that it is the course which was contemplated
by the framers of the Law, as regards the recovery of arrears of Income tax.

"No. 86. ORDER THEREON, 6th November 1860, No. 2,056.

1. In the Order of the 31st August 1860, No. 1,484 the Government requested Mr.
Harrison appointed Collector of the Income tax at the Presidency to state the Establishment
required to carry on the duties of his Office. Mr. Harrison represented that he could not form
any definite opinion on the subject until the work of assessment had progressed a little, and until
he should be accurately informed as to the value and extent of his duties. He entertained doubts
as to the relation in which *he, as Collector of the Income tax, stood with the Commissioners, and
requested instructions on the subject. Assuming that he was to act in all matters connected with
the collection of the tax under the authority and on the responsibility of the Commissioners and
that the immediate management of all details connected with the processes of distraint &c., would
devolve on him, he assumed that his duties would be as follows :—

(1.) On receipt of the Assessor’s duplicate assessments, to open a series of appropriate
books showing the quarterly demand, collections and balance from every person assessed.

(2.) To keep proper accounts of all sums brought to the Treasury, and to grant receipts
for the same, or in case of persons assessed by letters, to grant the acknowledgement referred to
in the Act, and which would be exchanged for a receipt to be given by the Commissioners.
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