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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
30th QOctober 1860-

Read the following letter from J. OUCHTERLONY, Esq., to J. D. BOUR-
DILLON, Esq., Secretary to Governmen, Revenue Department, dated Ootacamund,
20th October 1860 :—

Sir,

1. I have the honor to request that you will bring under the consideration of Government
the serious inconvenience and confusion occasioned at this place, and doubtless at most other
stations, since the lately passed Stamp Act came into operation.

first with all deference submit to the Government, Whether it might not be
in reference to this and to other Acts which involve taxation and which subject
mgi'éss the provisions of the Acts to heavy penalties, to take some measures
the effect of placing these imperative laws within the reach of the community af
sent there are almost no means of becoming practically acquainted with them. It
here are not half a dozen Europeans in this place acquainted with

of the Stamp Act, and that to the Natives it is altogether a sealed book. The
that, without any desire whatever to evade the law, every one is liable to do so
this has begotten amongst the Native trading community an undefined dread

No. 474.

ich is paralyzing their business. One trader told me that he had
because he eould not make

such an Act as the Stamp Act, measures might be
provisions within the reach of all, by causing copies or
Bﬁeﬂ;j&:}lt}' disposed of at a minimum price, irrespective
ould be mﬁ% h and in the Vernacular of the

inconvenience (and this to tite‘; whole community of
BN i oiorance of what the law has demanded, but from

nents. .
n in the public journals a general impression got abroad,
\ps, under the Act, the use of those appropriated to the pay-
ied. In the belief of this, all parties here (myself among the
Stamps to our Drafts payable on demand, and to receipts for sums
woshave any doubt that we had understood correctly, when we
 now Stamps had been supplied to the local office where such are
‘the Madras Newspapers by the Chamber of Commerce has dis-
read in it that, although /al/ anna Postage Stamps may be used
. a one anna Stamp cannot, and neither can two half ones be
the reality of the objection has been practically brought home
ion, who has had a bill returned by the drawer at Madras, for
m in on h‘mgulwr Stamp ! I need not observe what a very serious
,?gy individual case. The fact of itself, when coupled with
he ommerce, has give to an amount of appre-
trader showed me a portfolio of bills

of hi usi , owing to his doubt about the Stamps

ked what he could do, when no proper Stamps were

o are all of us just now in the rather unpleasant

when any of otr Drafts ‘negotiated in good faith may not be returned
ur legitimate etions suspended under a prohibition, the means
ack by the only authority from which we ought to be able to obtain
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6. T observe it stated in Bengal, that the new Stamps, when required, are procurable at all
local Treasuries. Until arrangements can be completed for extending the same facilities through-
out the Madras Presidency, I trust it will not be deemed too much to ask that the Government
will be pleased to notify, that Postage Stamps of one anna (duly effaced by the initials or the name
written across, and bearing date, ie. the documents to which they are affixed, up to some
certain period) will be allowed to pass current as being a compliance with the provisions of

the Stamp Act.
No. 475. Orper THEREON, 30th October 1860, No. 1,991.

1. The omission noticed in paragraph 5 of this letter, to supply one Anna Bill Stamps to
the Ootacamund Treasury for sale, has already been noticed and explanation called for through
the Board of Revenue.

9. With reference to the suggestion in paragraph 6 tha

~

t this Government should legalize

the use of one Anna Postage Stamps in lieu of Bill Stamps, the Governor in Council need only

observe that this Government has not power to do so.
3. The remarks in paragraphs 2 and 4 regarding the circulation and sale of the Stamp Act
and of notices explaining its requirements will be referred to the Judicial Department for disposal.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
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