


India Office,
London, éf July 1860

Revenue

No.l,’ﬁ,

To His Excellency The Honourable The Governor in
: Couacil, Fort St. George.

SIR,

1. In your Letter of the 10th February last (No. 14), you have
called my attention to the discussion which has taken place as to the

principle on which the ¢harge for water supplied for irrigation in the
Godavery and Kistna De)as should be adjusted. '

9. In Sir Charles # ‘jyan’s Minute of the 20th November 1859 it is
observed, that the queswn for consideration is, first, whether there shall
be a separate, uniform water-rate per acre ; secondly, a graduated water-
rate ; or, thirdly, a consdidated rate, which should include a land assess-
ment graduated according to the quality of the soil.

3. In Lord Stanley’s Despatch of the 15th December (No. 5) 1858,
the determination of your Government to keep the land assessment
distinet from the water-1ate was approved, and a desire was expressed
that that course <hould be followed whenever practicable.

4. The third of the modes of proceeding above indicated has, therefore,
already been disposed of and the question for decision is, whether an
uniform or & graduated water-rate shall be imposed.

. 5. Mr. Newill, the Director of Revenue Settlement, is strongly in
favour of an iform water-rate, while the Board of Revenue would

prefer the imposition of a graduated rate, adjusted according o the
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5:; ortionate advantage hi different descriptions of soil may

ive from the applicat@,of water.

6. Your Government ‘have unanimously determined to adopt the
arrangement proposed by Mr. Newill, and have accordingly resolved that
an uniform rate of three rupees per acre shall be charged on all land fully
irrigated for a single crop. Tyo-crop land is, if possible, to be dealt with
not by fields, but by tracts, & consolidated rate of four rupees being levied
when the irrigation is perfect, all sugar-cane Jand being included in this
class ; and the temporary rrigation of dry ¢rops is to be charged in tracts,
at one rupee an acre. These rules are t0 be brought into '}mmediate
operation in the case of Zemindary land, as in that of Inams, unless
it can be established that the land was irrigated at the cost of Govern-
ment at the time the grant was made. In the Government land the
order will also be acted on immediately, where it is not barred for the
present by the existing system of Revenue settlement.

It is difficult, from the materials before me, t0 form any very decided
judgment as 1o the precise adequacy or otherwise of the money rates
440.
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rate of three rupees per acre. I have, howeves, no hesitation in express-
ing wmy opinion that. the rate for water shoald he uniform, and pot
graduated according to the Supposed profits of the recipient. The land
assessment will he adjusted according to the qualities of the several
descriptionsr of soil, including.their caﬁacity;to benefit by irrigation,

value to the seller, whether the Government or a pfivate association,
like the Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, remains the same, what-

ever the purposes may be for which jt is used, It might bhe better, if it

were possible, to adjust the charge by actualfmeasurement, as on the
ranges 3 but where that cannot he &complished, the plan of

ging according to the area watered is tle nearest approximation
to it. : ;
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8. T have, accordingly, to expi'ess my approral of the measure which
you have adopted, ¢ ,

I havef the honour to be,
. Sip,
Your most obfient, humble Servant, -
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