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Proceedings of the Madras Governient, Revenue Department,
28th September 1860-
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No. 497. Read the following letter from J. OUCHTERLONY, Esq., to J. D. BOUR-
DILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Ootacamund, Tth September 1860 Sy

~

SiR,

1 have the honor to request that you will bring the.f"oll'oﬁ’mg‘" ch;»cumst;nces under.‘ ‘th‘e'

consideration of the Honorable the Governor in Council. : ¥
2, On the 16th March 1860 2 Government Notification dirg:ctéd t‘he'tzr@sfér,v fro;n the Ist

May following, to the Pistrict of Coimbatore * of that part of the platenw of f};é‘lNeiléhérriesfx‘mw; i

« helonging to Malabar, comprising the Koondah range.” ;AU AN A L

3. 1In the early part of May Mr. E. B. Thomas, Cdllector of Coimbatore;’ visited t}ieﬁ‘,'arf‘» i
of this tract which extends to Neddiwuttum, taking Mr. A. Lascelles with him on PR

4, On his return Mr. Thomas wrote me a rivate note saying thathe bad
his new territory, and was struck with the exposure of coolies and o vt el
and he proposed to erect sheds if p_lénte-xis ‘would contribu
and pointed out other matters i‘equiriné attention, in which
replied to this ; and in both communiicatidns he left
only subject that had attracted ‘his‘at‘tentiou.* ol vl B8

5. Shortly after I Tearned fh;t, n Mr. '

a gentleman here, Mr. A. C. Campbell,

an iriterest in some of my Coffee Estate 1

he had just been !;o:Ngt‘lii’i‘ﬁ-u%;h_m,f W

Jatter was so well acquainted with the

ment had asked him to report upon the

and that it jvai‘"h:lj'.&'ﬁcivded bpil}ibn'tliat the
ment as the Neilgherries on every side reache
R4j4 of Nallambair; and further, when Mz C;
of the Coffee Estates opened there, he repli d
ot o beralifogting:. | 0 S EEET A 5




2 -Pro;ee(lings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 28th September 1860:

: Jo ! s
“ ‘tal‘;el ft-;' t.;hat:hel:had seen the place and locality and no more ; and that he then wrote to prevent
5 mis@tfi&érs'%aﬁdin;gs. . p

8. Now the first point I would take leave to notice in the foregoing is, the palpably iden-
 tical inspiration, under which Mr. Thomas penned the remark in the 3rd paragraph of his letter
of 81st May about my uncultivated land, with that which misled yourself in your Memorandun
of 29th February last. Similar comments have also appeared in letters in the Athénwum” el
Baper {the ﬁmhorshjp of which I understand has been openly avowed), although in this latter
case nho specific locality was named, It was, however, ouly when appearing under the i ght
of your name that I deeme d the matter to call for a reply. :

L9, That Mr. Thomas saw the locality spoken of, with any opportunity of that close (;bseb
T vation which would admit of the description he gives, I must be permitted to question, and for
the following reasons: TFirst, he deseribes the situation of the valley with singular incorrectness :

~ itissaid to lie between the Neddy Betta Peak,” South West, and the Neilgherry Peak on the
% “I:‘eo'w understand that Mr. Thomas on the Sot:)th'. Paltigaing dei 48 .Nortvh. Kiagt

oenasion dn question visited Mr, Lascelles' angle! Next Mr. Thomas I believe did not

ate beyond Gidaldr, but I do not think go off the top of the mountain, and from that he
the _f?"’"’_ any part of the road thither he could not see an extent of 20,000 acres.* And
g%:; i gain a “comprehensive view of the y,q  when he says that there “are at least
i | 7 o1 20,000 acres of valuable Forest Coffee land,”
he must, if he really observed the place, have had large ¢racts of grass land under his very eye !

~10. In the second place, 1 must remark upon the extraordinary contradictions in Mr.
Thomas’ proceedings. In one case he informs Mr. Campbell of a conclusion he has come to on
a question officially referred (it is painful to speculate upon the object with which he may
~ have sought to produce thé impression upon this eomparative stranger that T held my land st
~ a bad title!); in another he‘fseéﬁé’j:o"éaﬁxmnniea;te ideas to the Go#ernment»nhic‘h are. Mtiﬁlwi
~on fact; and towards myself, he first-withholds all allusion to the subject, and then, after a lapse
of three months, volunteers the information that an unwelcome task kasbbenftmed ﬁp‘ohflﬁm;‘

' that, in reference to the im‘eﬂfgaﬁon 1t involves, he has as yet done :ﬂéthihg:}hi&i-éthm see the

f place and localities, and that he has not had time for an inguiry, whose result he had predeter-

mined as shown in his commnnicaﬁén to Mr. Campbell ! : »
1L Tmust be permitted to doubt whether this particular ‘subject was foreed upon
" Mr. Thomas' investigation and report with full “connoissance de cause” His Excellency
_ Sir C. Trevelyan and the high functionaries with him, were prevented ':whﬂg‘ here from going to
- Neddiwuttum, and remained in consequence ignorant of the locality. 'Otherwise ey would
~ have known that any question about my valley, concerned what is stillwithin the District of
Malabar, and such would then hardly, as Iii?éﬁtﬁiﬁ to Imagine, e e ;

to the Collector of Coimbatore. b

y

12. I have already 'qﬁot‘éd the édVer;imené"C‘)‘x'-vtler"stémhpféi'r;iﬁgv‘

: platean” formi
« Koondahrange,” to Coimbatore. Mr. Thomas, in the opening part of

letter of the 3

quotes the same Order (of 16th March) as “making 3ovg‘z5&Qf’;dmt_@!fimﬁ et

« Neilgherry plateau South West of Neddiwuttum.” ﬁow,md:quhﬂeffbaf this being a

ey =7 not found in the Governnient Order,

1 ﬁi%l(:;:z; %i:ﬁe Revenue'tmld Survey M@; faens, ‘thatthez ’.mﬂaﬂa‘“ﬁmi

 direction a¢ Neddiwuttum, and below that thiere is on one side the forests in the plain stretching

towards Tippecandoo, and on another my valley which opens out at Gfidaliir and West of it

into the same or a lower level of counmy. This country is included n the Waindd District.

' 'The Government Order never made it over to Coimbatore, and Thomas, fresh from the spot,
has pourtrayed a physical aspect directly opposed to fact. oEE A (R el

13. The unwelcome conviction forced upon. me by all thi;‘"-'isg" thaf whatever may be the
question committed to Mr. Thomas for inquiry and report, he enters upon it with a prejudiced
* mind and an uncandid spirit. In further illustration of which [ may point to thgdg%mom
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P roceedingé ‘?f tha« MadmﬁGowm ment, Revenue Department,
o 28ih September -

in his letter to Government of Sﬁt‘Mhy"'fai fl:"ﬂ#iﬁ'g_‘. “supplies of firewood from the forests at
Neddiwuttum fo economize the cost of fuel Ootacamund—an expectation he, cannot have
seriously entertained, since the ' t'hne of ; y to that place is gxorejthmi" double the price
at which a bandy load of firewood is _&oldhéné '!"—bl’lf ﬁife_ - suggestion v‘ﬁ& palpably
designed to bring me into collision with th B the question qf@gbpﬁatafy right
in certain of the Sholas. * - ; ; : o e N Ak

14, When I put Mr. Thomas’
consider how they were probably pr

RN o B i po - HE

: ‘%ﬁmi'e‘nhﬁ'ms? and proceedings together and
mpted ; and when I reflect upon_the |

developed in a Punchayet p:mli?} ?6;':&11“ of 1841, on which I was lately sitting in conjunc-

tion with®Mr. Rohde, General Dowker, Major Wapshare and Mr. Nisbett, and which sprang”

from hostile jroceedings against M@Jm‘ Begbie aéoptedby Mr. Thmms 7

sion with Mr. Lascelles, I feel myself entitled to ask, that, whatever inquiry it be that the

Government see fit to fﬁipsﬁitﬁ'j;he,.if'_ may bﬁéﬂﬁmmt‘“"m other and an unbiassed functionary.

'eporéﬁii;i
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Iam gendtng a wp)rof this Letter to Mr.

e R et .‘__6__;-‘

of the 'Q?{rs'ié-‘r of Ma
gherries from Male

bvious communica-

the disagrecable features * .
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