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ight Honourable the Governor General of

To His Excellency the
i India in Council

MY LORD, :
) 1. In your Letter of the 2nd April last (No. 6), you have referred for

the consideration and orders of Her Majesty’s Government * the general .
of Government servants holding lands in India.” % et

9, TIn the opinion of the Governor General, in which all the other Members
of your Government concur, “ it would be quite sufficient to rule, as regards
« Military Officers, that they might acquire and hold lands anywhere, unless, as
« in the case of Government grants, residence be made a condition of ownership ;
«but that they should not be employed in any Civil situation in which thgh’-
« influence could, on any reasonable supposition, be brought to bear unduly on
«their own personal interests as landholders. His Excellency is further of
“ opinion that Officers of the Civil Service might be permitted to hold lands
“ anywhere out of their own Presidency.” R

£

3, I am very desirous that all due encouragement should be given to the

 settlement of Europeans as landed proprietors in India, but, as regards Officers

in*the Public Service, whether Civil or Military, I am of opinion that it is in-

xpedient that the should be permitted to engage in pursuits by whi i
&Pa O arvention vaﬂk‘f ‘be diverted irom melr"pbroper %uﬁes, t,uy :vhﬂgl 21;;21,;. =
here

o ire energies should be devoted, T am, therefore, unable to sanction the rel
tion.of the rules recommended by your Gob%i‘ment; and T desire that it xfu(:a;xa{e
clearly m;_@e'fsﬁ%od that no' officer, so long as he remains in the actual service of
the Government, can be permitted to acquire and hold lands for agricultural
purposes in any part of India. I think it, Wowever, desirable to take this
opportunity of withdrawing the prohibition in the Despatch of the 9th May 1838
against the grant of land to any European, unless he shall undertake to reside

ficient if in all cases the Governor in ouncil or the Lieutenant Governor

¢hould be satisfied, previously to making ‘the grant, that the applicant has the

msi*;;ng on the condition of actual residence. :
_ I have, &ec.,
FE i . * (Signed) ~CHARLES WOOD,

*

‘Secretary of State for Indi.
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om it, and cultivate it himself within a specif period, and that it will be

means and intention of bringing into cultivation the land applied for, without
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