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s of the Madms Government Revenue Departmén&,
; 23nd Sep!ember w)ﬁ(‘o

(In Cons., 2lst Muy *1860 Nu.f 3¢

1. The Board have conferred with the Director of Be\enue Sétuement
the pmpbsed « Rules for the Water As i 2
necessary for them to submu the =

2. The dn\y alteration which- appears to need remwk is that i’n Claruse Vi Oﬁcn S tm.g' ;
with tha Director, it appeared that he coneurred with the Board th at i to aﬂm s
the Rm) ats the full npt.wn, of converting “ Nanja” into ¢ Pum_ ,"" becat ' ‘

; he ﬁeids, would mterfere wuh th zmgati 1

expect such a pﬂvxlage» afcel‘ ,

regular and pu'mnuem ir gamm
conversion, in the only cm where i it is exped;

Department, the Board beg'to exﬂl’a 1t
“mitted to Government merely to acqu
question. It was never intended by t
‘the ﬁnal set.tlgment of the question,

grouuds mfwhxch he preposed s0 eé;! ra dateas.
thelr mtenuon to ehscontmue the use o’i’ wat

&

e | ‘

. mo pamcufa?x onnatan‘ as to the gr‘ounds on which I ptoposed s
~ Juanuary for giving notice to the discontinuance or new use of water.
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2. The principal rice crop in this part of the country is generally cut by the end of
Decem’bef or qu1‘te' the be,t';mnmg of Ja.nua-ry. It seems to me, therefore, that there will be 1o
hardship in requiring Raiyats who are anxious to give up the use of the water to declare their

intentions by the date named by me. This will give time for the Officers of the Public Works'

Department to make arrangements for diverting the supply from those who no longer want it
to the fields of thuse who are desirous of benefiting by irrigation. <

3. I have no objection to urge the date first proposed by you for the receipt of ap li‘catiun
for water for the purpose of newly converting dry lands into wet. 4

v

No. 415.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 25th July 1860, No. 3,417

Read letter from the Director of Revenue Settlement, dated 4th July 1860, No. 667, submit
- Al o Y : i
ting copy;f a letter from the Collector of the Godavery District, relative to the dates
to be fixed for the applications for the use or disconting ;
: continuance of w i
Rules for the Water Assessment. ikt

(In Cons., 9th July 1860, No. 3,314.)

The Board concur with Mr. Newill and resolve to recommend to Government that th
31st March be inser}ed in No. 7of the “ Rules for the Water Assessment in the G da L 3
and Kistna Districts ™ in lien of the end of February, which is the date entér d .e }0 a(;erg
submjtted to Government with the Board’s Proceedings, dated 26th May last, Noe 2 ]52)9' P

v ; . . ylnde

(A true Extract.) ;
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

————

No. 416. OrDER THEREON, 22nd September 1860, No. 1.690

1.~ After consulting with the Director of Revenue Settlement, the Board of R _
re-submit the Draft rules proposed by that Officer for the water rate in the Godavery and ‘}‘?l"'tue
Disuricts, noting but one alteration as worthy of remark, Viz., in Rule VI by wl;icll it i istna
proposed to disallow to the raiyat the option of converting Nanja into’Pun'a ex > rl‘:’w
irrigation shall permanently fail. Ja, except when

2. The Government now proceed to pass orders on the proposed Rules : —
Rules L and IL ¢s proposed by the Board are approved. -
Rules 111 and IV will be noticed below.

Rule V. This rule proposes a charge of one Rupee an acre for temporary irrigation for
dry erops where arranged in tracts, and one and a half Rupee for isolated fields thus watered.
This appears to the Government to be a needless refinement and complication. This irrigation
is equally valuible to the raiyat, whether his field be “isolated,” or watered in common with
others. It seems undesirable ihercfore to make a difference in the rate, which will inevita bly lead
to disputes and evasions. One greatadvantage o.t' a light assessment is that it makes it practicable
to get rid of these nice distinctions ; and certainly the proposed rate is light enough for that.

The rule will therefore be as follows :
V. ¢ Temporary irrigation for dry crops will be charged for at 1} Rupes an acre,”

Rule VI as modified by the Board and Mr. Newill, is approved, slightly moditied as follows:
«1and once elassed as Navja cannot be transferred to Punja unlesS the means of

¢ jrrigation fail permanently.” .
Rule VII is approved. But, in accordarce with the Board's Proceedings of July 25th

bove recorded, the limit as to dite of applications will be the 31st March as originally proposed.
£ . . s . . to
Rule VIII is approved, as modified by the Board,.to omit the lx'uumtwn.of time as
orary irrigation for dry erops.
”
without the addition of tp‘q‘v‘wgr_ds;“ for trespass. |

applications fur temp
Rale 1X will stand good,
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Proceedings of the Madras Governmint, Revenue Depariment,
22nd Septencher 1860.

e

Rule X is approved, as modified by the Board. Bat the word wholly” may be omitted
as redundant ; and the word “and” should be substituted for “ but.”

Rule XI, The following will be substituted for that proposed.

« The rules will also apply to Zamindiris, except where a composition shall have been
“ made either for a fixed yearly payment, or according to the quantity of water supplied.”

Rule XIL As altered by the Roard is approved, slightly modified as follows :

““The arrangement whereby in a part of the Kistna Delta in the Guntoor District s
“ consolidated water rate of four Rupees an acre has been introduced, will be superseded by the
“ present rules, But.in the other parts of the Delta in that Distrier where the system -of Nanja
“ rates prevails, that system will remain undisturbed till the new Revenue Settlement.”

3. Itremains to notice Rules I1I and 1V, which relate to the water rate for -se'cnnd crop
on fully irrigated land. By Rule LIl tracts of land fully supplied with water for two crops are
to pay a cousolidated water rate of four Rupees an acre, to be paid in all years « except in cases
¢ of failure of water ;" and by Rule LV the rate for a second erop on land not included in such
tractsis to pay 13 Rupee an acre.  Thus the eatire charge for a fully irrigated second crop would,
under these rules, be either one Rupee an acre or 13 Rupee. Tt appears to Government that
this is unduly low. The charge for a secoud erop on ordinary Nanja land is a sum equal to half
the Nanja assessment of the first crop, which includes the land assessment as well as the witer rate;
but it is now proposed that half the latter only sha.ll Ve paid, and ouly a third of it, where the
land is in *“ tracts.” Jor the most part also, the whole assessment is much higher in the case
of the old Nanja than the new rates in the Godavery and Kistna will be. The difference may
be shown by an example. On an acre of old Nanja paying 7 Rupees assessment for one crop,
the charge for the second crop will be 3} Rupees.  But in the case of an acre of irrigated Jand
in the Godavery District, paying the same amount for the first crop, viz., 4 Rupees Jand assecsse
ment, «nd 3 Rupees water rate, the charge for the second crop, on the principle proposed, will
not be 31 Rupees but 1} Rupee, or only one Rupeeifthe land is in a *‘tract.” Thus the charge
for the second crop will not be half the charge for the first crop, but only one-fifth or

one-seventh of it.

4, In the case of inferior land the difference will no doubt be less; for example, in the
case of land assessed at 1 Rupee an acre, the land and water rate united - will be 4 Rupees for
the first crop, and Nanja land under an old consolidated assessment of this amount would pay only
2 Rupees for the second crop. But in point of fact land at so low a rate under the old assess-
ments is very ravely two crop land; because those assessments always included consideration ag
to the means of irrigation ; and if that was copious and cerzain, the Assessment was high.

5. ‘Iu the two Deltas now in question, however, the land assessment will be decidedly
light, expected by Mr. Newill to average 2 Rupees an acre, though great part of the land is of
very good quality, with a moderate uniform water rate, The Government are far from
objecting to a light assessment.  They think true policy requires it.  But there is a limit below
which the necessities of the State prohibit reduction ; and the Government think that a tract of
country so highly favored as these Deltas, ought not to be taxed ‘more lightly than other parts
of the country. :

6. There is ancther consideration. The supply of water for a second crop in these Deltas
must be very limited without special moans taken to provide it; and the means will be the
construction of very extensive reservoirs up the river. I'he cost of such works will ptoperly be
‘chargeable to tlie second crop, for they will be necessary for that only. But the light charge
pmpoged to be wade for the water would hardly pay for the necessary works, and so, by
lessening or taking away the inducement to construct them, might prevent their being Amade..
A higher charge than that proposed by the Bomd seems therefore necessary and prupe:. The
prineiple of a water rate seems to require that the rate shonld be the same for both the first and
:fcc:::ll cc::pp' 3 and three Rupees an acre would probably not be Lighas the eutire charge on the
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