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No. 400.  Read the following letter from H. NELSON Esq.; Chairman of the Chanﬁ)er of
Commerce, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretazq' to Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, dat.e(i‘Madms, 15th Septembex 1860

SiR, i
1. T am desired by the Chumber of Commerce to direct the attention of Government toa
notice published in the ** Fort Saint George Gagzette” of yesterday's date signed W.E. Coeﬁmne
““Collector of Sea Customs,” whereby it is notified to the public that no Cash will be recemed m
payment of duties after, 3 ». M. on every day but Saturday, and on Saturday after 1 p. M. 'Ifhei-;
reason given for this change of practice is ¥ the Order of Government." B

9. The latest Order of Government on the subject of the Custom House was that dated
29th August 1860 ; and it was there distinctly laid down that, with the exception of payments
by the public into the Bank of Madras being allowed ¢ in other respeets the pracuce will con-

“ tinue unaltered for the‘ﬁregant ; .

3. The present notice of the Collector appears then to be in contravention of this Order
of Government ; but should it prove that the Collector has since received any such Order, without
intimation thereof having been given by Government to this Chamber, I am desired to show that
the non-receipt of Cash for duties after 3 B M. is a most unnecessary restriction of the Com,metca
of the Port, of no service whateyer either fo the Collector or the Government, and a very haras-
sing curtailment of the hours of public business.

4. Assuming that the Government think it desirable that thq Collector should pay lus
collections daily into the Bank, it is submitted that this can be done by his sending in at half past -
3 p. M., a round sum of money, nearly/all he has on hand. 1t can hardly be intended that he is
to divest himself of his last Rupee, and that he is to show a closed "account without the smalleat‘
balance every evening. The money tendered between 3 and 4 o’clock cannot be of very grgat'
amount, and it could conveniently be retained by him until the next day. A practxé% such as
this meots the convenience of every house of business, and the experience of the Members of the
" Chamber leads them to believe that it would be found suitable to a Government Office. By
adopting it, the Collector may contigue the recelpt. of ﬂtﬁ%ei unul the close of lm Oﬂice, or at'
least up to the hotr of 4 ». M. » !

5. Respectfully reimastmg t&te Iﬁm’mble"the Govemor m Coun’ml to rescmd the Colleq—
tor's order T am further desired to refer tathe last paragraph of my letter, dated 31st ultimo,
the presént mstanca being one in point, of an alteration in the Gustony!—lausegnlea hei*!g n;ade r
without a previous reference to ﬂ:e Mmanﬁhe tﬁmunlty Ry Py

¥
y |,.c_

No. 401. SAgRT :
The Collectb&oﬁ Sea Cunomi a;ypem hmva mhken the Otder of Kugust %, No. 1 4’{5 o
It was not dxre@f% in thatOrder, nor was it mtmded em'@o money‘shoul ‘be recelved’at the
Custom House, af temhe elosmgof the Bax‘ik‘ It was simply ordered that e@anount collected
e remitted. )lr Goehranwiw’ﬂ be ,teqnes!ed to

: i «,y, Q bt

(Signed) J. n Boyanmw
b B
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