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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

1 otﬁ September 1860

Read the following Papers : —

No. 249. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th July 1860,
No. 3,248 .—

Read letter from the Director of Revenue Settlement, dated 22nd June 1860, No. 647.

(In Cons., 25th June 1860 A, No. 3,073.)

In the above lottezaihe Director of Revenue Settlement submits for consideration, certain
modifications suggested E’ he Superintendent of the Survey with the object of ex pediting the
Survey. These the Bom_ Jwill notice seriatim.

1. First.—Itis pmposed that the area to be surveyed shall be dem@@=ted in biocksav eraging
10 or 12 acres, but on the one hand that fields consisting of soils of Led dissimilarity shall
not be clubbed together in the same Survey blocks ; and on the other, that where the soils run
evenly over alarge extent, the Survey blocks may be increased ta 20 acres, the present maximum.,
These Survey blocks are to be plotted and measured by the regular Survey Department, while
the interstitial fields included in them are not to be plotted at all, but merely sketched in by the
eye, the measurement of them being entrusted to a less-trained ageney, viz., volunteers or pupils
of the Survey Department to be attached to the Surveyors of the blocks, and to be paid out of
the Survey funds.

2. The original minimum of the Survey fields was 1 acre in irrigated, and 2 acres in unir-
rigated land, the details within these limits being left to the Karanams to fill up, subject to
certain checks by the Survey Department. It was subsequently proposed to raise this minimum

to 10 acres, provided the Karanams were found competent

Paras. 5 and 6, Procs. of Gont., to fill in the details, but to this, Government demurred-
dated 23rd Nov. 1859, No. 1,594. Lastly, Mr. Newill saggested 2 acres in irrigated, and 4
acves in unirrigated land as' the future limits, and to

this, Goveramant assented. It is not, however, clear whether the permission has been acted

01 or not. :
3. There can be no question that the proposal of demarcating in blocks generally of 10 or

12 acres would greatly facilitate and expedite the professional Survey, and it will answer all revenue
purposes, provided—

(1) That the outer boundanw of these Survey blocks are aluays the boundaries of
existing fields, and not arbitrarily selected lines.

(2.) That the measurements of the interstitial fields are sufficiently aceurate.

(83) ‘'I'hat the eye sketches are reasonably correct, and are made in every case,

(4.) That the boundaries of the interstitial fields are marked out on the ground.

4. The same might be said of even larger blocks and of the still more extended alteration
noticed in paragraphs 24 to 27 of the Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th August 1859, No. 3,020,

5. The expediency of the measure depends mainly on the character of theagency to which
the measurement, &e., interstitial fields forming the Survey blocks is to be entrusted. The
Karanams have since been tried and proved incompetent, and there are other objections to thelr,
being employed in this way, viz., the incompetency of many of their class ; their general un-
willingness to be so employed ; their other regular duties ; the impossibility of traini 80 Iarge, ;
a body within any reasonable time, and the reduction’in their numbers auntemp‘la;ed :
revision of the Village Establishment. . : :

6. The agency of the Karanams not being available, it is proposed to émploy ac valunte’r
“or rather a_pupil” to be attached to ea.n Survey Amin. These pupils, it is added, would be
trained men, and would be exclusively under the Survey Department. It is roughly calculated
that the Survey could, in consideration of this assistance, give up 10 Rupees per square mile,
and out of this sum, it is pi opo‘ked to give the pupils moderate allowances, and to defray all
other incidental expenses.

7. The Board regret that they are unable to support this proposition.
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1. 'If Curnums are employed in the detaj] measurements they should be paid a fair i
ance, and considering that they can only proceed m

uch more slowly than the regular S“‘:;y
establishment, and that the 8 : Rupees 3 square milé for the area g
besides Rupees 10 1o Rupees 14 a month a5 fixed salaries, 5 molety of the Rupees 10 a square
mile would not be t6o much 1o i the Curntms, | de ng
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Exe. 1
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It is proposed that the following modification of the Rules at present existing shmi» bt; e
with a view to expediting the preparation of Survey records and retaining at the sam
the original principle of action
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in force for demarcation,
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2nd. The experiment of handin
having been found to answer in the
each Aumeen at
his field book.
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