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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
10th September 1860.

PRSP T S e et

e e A A e P i i it

No. 155. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd August 1860,
No. 3,566 :— i

Read Proceedings of the Madras Government dated 28th July 1860, No. 1,262, requesting
the Board to send up the papers connected with the case of Désai Réma Rdu, a Tahsildér in the
Bellary District, and referred to in the Board’s letter of 20th July 1860, No. 3,320.

(In Cons., 30th July 1860, No. 3,699.)
5,684, from Bellary, 11¢h in Cons., 14th November 1859.
4,940, Board's Proceedings, 1s¢ December 1859.
2,905, from Bellary, 13th in Cons., 18th June 1860.

(A true Extract.)

Ordered that the papers noted
in the margin be submitted to
Government accordingly.

(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 156. OrDER THEREON, 10th September 1860, No. 1,563.

* No. 3,320, 1. In their lette.t’.of 20th July last, the Board of Revenue applied to

; *  Government for permission to the Collector of Bellary to disburse undrawn
arrears of salary, amounting to Rupees 174-3-1, to Déséi Rima Réu,a Tahsildér ; being the amount
of his pay for one month and twenty-nine days, during which he was under suspension by order
of the Collector, on a charge of borrowing money in his Tiluq, and using his influence to obtain

loans for others.

2. The Collector recommended that Réma Réu should be removed from his situation as
unfit. But the Board, not regarding the Tahsildér’s conduct as so culpable, directed his removal
to another T4lug and remitted further punishment. Hence the application for refund of arrears.

3 Tn their Order of 28th July the Government called for the papers

No. 1,262,  connected with the case; and they were submitted accordingly with the Proceed-
ings recorded above.

4. After a careful perusal of the papers the Government cannot but express the opinion
that the Board have taken a very lenient view of the Tahsildér's case. It is difficult to see how
such proceedings as those of which he was convicted can be more proper in a Tahsildar than in
a Collector ; on the contrary there seem to be reasons which make such conduct in the former
more reprehensible than in the latter, because niore dangerous. As, however, the Board have
dealt with the case, the Governor in Council will not interfere with their decision. He therefore

grants authority for the payment to the Tahsildar Désai Réma Rau of the arrears due to him,
amounting to Rupees 174-3-1. :

+ No. 4,940. 5. Referring to paragraph 7 of the Board's Proceedingst 1st December

1859, the Government fully agree with the Board in considering the transactions
therein aliuded to as * highly objectionable.” But they consider also that such transactions
ought to be entirely forbidden, and the Board will therefore be directed to issue a Circular abso-
Tutely prohibiting T ahsildars from entering into pecuniary transactions either on their own account,
or on account of others, with money lenders, Sahukars, &c., within their jurisdiction.

6. The Goveinment also wish to i)oint out that in their Proceedings above noticed, reviewing
the Collector’s charges against the Tahsilddr, the Board took no notice of two of the charges,
viz., (1) that he favored his creditor in certain cases coming before him in his official capacity,
and (2) that he was unable to conduct properly the duties of his office. '

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,




(In Con. 14th November 1859, No. 5684.)
4 In this letter the Collector reports certain circumstances bearing on the conduct of Dasal
» Ramrow, Tahsildar of the taluk of Huvenhudgulli in the Bellary district, which he considers to
S be such as to unfit him for the post of Tahsildar, and recommends his removal accordingly. )
; 9. The charge against the Tahsildar appears to be his borrowing money from a Sowcar i
in his taluq, and using his influence to obtain loans from the same man for others, which circum-
stance seems to have been brought to My. Hathaway's notice by the Sowcar himself, who com- ‘
plained that the Tahsildar had lately been induced to write disparagingly of him to the Collector N
in consequence of his having refused about a year ago to advance on his request a sum of 4,000 i ‘
: Rupees to a merchant in Bellary, ‘ !
8 3. Mr. Hathaway has not shewn in what manner this accusation is supported by the evidence,
% unless it is to be found in the arzy addressed to him by the Tahsildar, dated the 8th September
(enclosure No. 12), in which he brings to the notice of the Magistrate the misconduct of the
Sowecars in resisting, by their influence, the due course of justice, in a case in which one of their
Gomashtahs had been accused of forcibly releasing impounded cattle. But as far as the Board
&, can se¢, the Mahsildar seems to have acted with impartiality in this matter. The Sowcar Siva
. f Sungapal’s deposition shows that the loan of 4,000 Rupees, which he refused to make to the Bellary
i = merchant, was asked for a year ago, aptl there is nothing whatever, to show that the Sowcar’s
: refusal to advance the money had Jed the Tahsildar to treat him with any injustice, but the con-
i trary is apparent from his continuing to write in favour of this Martur Sowcar so lately
; as August last (paargraph 10 of Collector’s letter and enclosure No. 11) and by the friendly letter

-
o No. 4940.
“f; ProceepiNgs of the Boarp of REVENUE, dated 1st December 1859.
_-‘; Read letter from the Collector of Bellary, dated 11th November 1859, No. 167.

addressed to the Sowcar on 16th May Jast (enclosure No. 5).

4. There is nothing before the Board to show that the Tahsildar has abused his trust in
' fabricating false accusations against Siva Sungapah, because he refused to aqqpiesée ina request to
oblige not the Tahsildar but a Bellary merchant with a loan of money, and the Board view the
statement of the Sowear to that effect as a false imputation against the Tahsildar.

5. With respect to the loan transactions, it appeats that the Wahsildar has acted openly,
and has attempted to conceal nothing. He borrowed, for the purposes he alleged, 1,000 Rupees,
giving his bond in the usual way about four years ago. He has borrowed nothing more for
v himself, and there is no order prohibiting the borrowing of money by Tahsildars, objectionable

il though it is for them to be under any obligation to those under their immediate authority, The
other transactions consist in his asking his friend the Sowcar to acquiesce in the request of a
Bellary merchant for a loan for 4,000 Rupees, which was refused by the Sowcar; in asking him
to help ascharitably disposed Brahmin with a loan of 400 Rupees, which was also refused, and in
also asking him to assist a Moonshy and a Duffadar, with loans of 100 Rupees and 124 Rupees,
repayable one in a year and the other in seven months, to assist them in marriages. In the last
case property was mortgaged in security for the loan. § : : v

6. The Board are unable to view the conduct of the Tahsildar in the light the Collector e
holds it, as deserving of suspension and dismissal, but as the Tahsildar has placed himself in the :
invidious position of a debtor to one of the rival sowcars resident in his taluk, the Board
think he should not be permitted to return to the Huvenhudgulli taluk, and they accordingly
resolve to direct the Collector to remove him to another taluq. :

7. The Board are not disposed to pass any order absolutely prohibiting Tahsildars from
entering into pecuniary transactions with merchants or others in their talugs, but they take this
opportunity of requesting the Collector will inform all Tahsildars that the Board consider it
highly objectionable for officers at the head of the taluq to be engaged in pecuniary transactions

either on their own account, or on account of others, with money lenders, sowcars, merchants,
&c., within their jurisdiction, s

4

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON;

To ' : Acting Secretary.
A. HATHAWAY, Esq., Collector of Bellary. P e
Exd, J. Wright.
%
.
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Iw Cox. 11ra Novesser 1859, No. 5684.

From A, HATHAWAY, Esq., Collector of BELLARY,
dated Bellary, 11th November 1859, No. 167.

1 have the honor to submit, for the instructions of the Board of Revenue, the following cir-
cumstanees, bearing on the conduct of Dés&i Ramran, tahsildar of the taluq of Huvinhadagali,
whom I have thought it advisable to suspend from employment, pending their final orders.

2, Onthe 3rd October, a sahukar residing at Hampasagar, in the above taluq, complained
to me, that the tahsildar had lately been induced to write disparagingly of him, to me, in consequence
of his having refused to advance, on his request, a sum of 4,000 Rupees to a merchant in Bellary,
named Komaraswamy ; adding, that he bad four yearsago lent to the said tahsildar 1,000 Ru-
pees, of which no poriion had been repaid ; that he had also, on his request, lent to his assistant
munshi, Venkobaran, a sum of Rupees 100, and to a dafédar, under him, Rupees 124,

3. These transactions (to which documents A I D and E, refer,) are proved by the nego-
tiators, who are, public servants, subordinates of the tahsildar, and are owned to, by the tah-
sildar.

4. TIndependent of the impropriety of a tahsildar becoming indebtgq to a sahukar, living
in his talug, and using his subordinates to negotiate the loans, there are peculiar circumstances,
in the present case, which render his conduct still more culpable.

5. Asis well known to one of the members of the Board, Mr. Pelly, there reside at Ham-
p'asagar, two families of sahukars, named respectively, Sarur and Martur, possessing considerable

~wealth and influence, between whom a feud had for some time existed.

6. The tahsildar’s creditor, Martur Siva Sanganabasapa, belongs to the latter.

%. Complaints have been preferred by members of the one family against those of the
other, since July 1857. Moreover, in November 1857, a servant of the Martur family,was murder-
ed, and on the 4th January of this year, Tekalakota Bhimaran, the Gumashta of the Sarur sahu-
kars was murdered nt Hampasagar.

8. T have enclosed a copy of Mr. Pelly’s order, to the tahsildar, on several of these com-
plaints; and of the remarks of the Session’s judge, in which the conduct of the tahsildar is
severely «nimadverted upon. '

9. 'The reports of the talsildar shew, throughout, a sort of bias in favor of his creditor ;
and a letter of the tahsildar to the said sahukar (document C.) in which allusion is made to one
of the causes of dispute, a choltri, shews that he wished to gain credit with the sahukar for the
official part he had taken in the matter. _
.10, T also encloss an abstract of a letter, written by the tahsildar on the 11th Augu'st of
this year, No. 218, which shews a decided leaning towards the Blartur side ; also of a portion of

- Jetter, dated 8th September, which will shew his inability to properly conduct the duties of his

office.

11. T am of opinion that a person, who has conducted himself thus, is unfit for the responsi-
ble post of tahsildar, and as under the proposed re-arrangement of the talugs, one will be absorbed.
I think it would be fairer to remove him altogether, than to displace a tahsildar, who has not
shewn himself culpable.

12. He might, when opportunity offered, be placed in an inferior situation.
18. I may add, that I have had before me, the heads of the two factions who have agreed to

drop their feud; and have been warned of the consequences of their failing to act up to this
agreement.

Exc. 1.
AsstracT.~—~Translation of a deposition given by Siva Sangapa of Hampasagar.

Exc. 2.

e Asstaacr.—Translation of a deposition given by Desai Ramran, tahsildar of Huvinhadgali,
ug.
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Exne. 3, A,
Apsrracr.—Translation of a letter addressed by Ramran, tahsildar of the talug of
‘Huvinhadgali, to Martur Siva Sanganabasapa, sahukar of Hampasagar.

)
{

£ Exc. 4, B.

Anstract.—Translation of a letter addressed by Desai Ramran, tahsildar of Huvinhad-
gali, to Martur Siva Sangapa.

, EN: b, C.
\

Ansrracr.—Translation of a letter addressed by Desai Ramran, tahsildar of Huvinhadgali,
to Martur Siva Sanganabasapa and Chikkatotapa.

Enc. 6, D.

Apstract.—Translation ofa bond, exeeuted to Martur Siva Sangapa and Chennatotapa, by
Mohdin Saheb, dafedar, residing at Huvinhadgali.

Exnc. 7, E.

Asstract.—Translation of a bond, executed to Martur Siva Sanganabasapa and Chenna-
totapa, by Gumanur Venkobara}n_. assistant munshi, in the taluq of Huvinhadgali.

—

| Enxc, 8.
} Asstracr.—Translation of an order from the Ma

gistrate of Bellary, to Desai Ramran, head
of police of Huvinhadagali taluq. :

Bxc. 9.

Apstracr.—Extract from the Proceedings of the Session’s Court of Bellary, under date the
18t October 1857.

Enc. 10.

Asstract.—Extract from the Proceedings of the Session's Court of Bellary, dafed 5th

October 1857. ‘

e

Exc. 11.

ABsTrAcT,—Abstract of an urzi from Desai Ramran, head of police of Huvinhadgali, to
the magistrate of Bellary. .

v A T

Bye. 12.

Agpstract.—Translation of an urzi from Desai Ramran, head of police of Huvinhadgali
to the magistrate of Bellary.

Hixd. 7, Tulloch.
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