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Proceedings of the M adras Government, Revenue Depariment,
1st September 1860.

\
Read the following letter from H. FORBES, Esq., Member of the Legislative

the Madras Presidency, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the

Council for
t, dated Fort William, 1st

Government of Fort Saint George, Revenue Departmen
August 1860 :—

SIR, :
1. T have had the honor to receive your letter of the 24th ultimo, No. 1,227, transmitting

of certain correspondence with the Government of India on the subject of the convention

revise the new Customs Tariff, and enquiring, by Order of Government,
the proceedings of the Committee

less special occasion should arise.

copies
of a Committee to
whether I have any objection to undertake the duty of watching
on the part of Madras, without taking an active part in them un

2. I beg that you will assure the Government that my services are at their entire disposal
for this, or for any other duty on which they believe that I can be usefully employed.

3. TIn order that I might more fully acquaint myself with what had already passed on the
subject of the Tariff, I obtained access, through the Secretary to the Government of India, in the
Home Department, to the whole of the correspondence on the matter.

4. From this correspondence it appears that the Board of Revenue are ‘of opinion that

with a few alterations suggested by them, the
11tk proposed new Tariff may be advantageously

adopted, and that they have formed this opinion

after comparing each item with the Price
the Collector and with his Deputy, who was for many
years Appraiser. The Chamber of Commerce
on the other hand consider that the proposed
Tariff value of many articles is excessive, and
particularly notice that on Cotton goods, Piece
goods and Metals.

From Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
May 1860, No. 2,294.

Current, and after personal discussion with

From Chamber of Commerce, 30th June 1860.

5. T do not find that the Board of Revenue has expressed an opinion on the representations
made by the Chamber of Commerce, nor do I discover that the Government have given expression
to their own views, either in forwarding to the Government of India the general approval of the
Board, or the dissent of the Chamber of Commerce. I am not able, therefore, to gather from
this correspondence the particular objects which the Government wish me to keep in view in
watching the proceedings of the Committee about to be convened, and if it should be determined

to make use of my services, I have to request that information on this point may be afforded me.

No. 7. ORDER THEREON, lst September 1860, No. 1,489.

1. Ordered that the following letter be despatched in reply-

No. 8 Fi#tn J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
George, to H. FORBES, Esq., Member of the Legislative Council, dated Madras,

1st September 1860, No. 1,490.

SIR,

1. In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 1st August replying to mine of the
24th July on the subject of the Tariff conference at Calcutta, I am directed to convey to you
the thanks of His Excellency the Governor in Council for the readiness youexpress to assist this

Government in the matter.
2. You enquire what particular objects it is desired that you should keep in view. In reply

1 am to state that the Board of Revenue and the Madras Chamber of Commerce have, in their letters

of the 11th May 1860, No. 2,294, and 30th June 1860 respectively, pointed out particulars in
which, in their opinion, the commercial interests of this Presidency require that the Tariff lately
sanctioned by the Government of India should be modified. Copies of these letters are now




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, |
1st September 1860. A

o

sent to you for convenient reference; and when the Board of Revenue report their opinion
upon the letter of the Chamber of Commerce of the 30th June, as they have been asked to do,
a copy of that communication also will be furnished to you.

3. Iam to request that you will take these letters as your guide in the duty you have b
consented to undertake; it being the wish of this Government that you should endeavour to B o
secure due consideration to the opinions of the Board of Revenue and Chamber of Commerce as . | }'f;
therein expressed. 5 ? i

———

2. Ordered also that the Board of Revenue be requested to expedite their Report, called
for in the Order of August 13th, No. 1,348, on the letter from the Chamber of Commerce of
the 30th June, in view to its being forwarded to Mr. Forbes.

AN

e

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secrelary to Government.
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