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Read the following letters :—

No. 342. From H. CLEGHORN, Esq.,, w.D., Conservator of Forests, to X g, & A
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint
dated Madras, 96th July 1860, No. 8 :—
SIR,

1. I have the honor to submit herewith a letter® from

v o] 28 . | ¢ 3 E Y :
* %02 %95 ;1;;[3‘11;;*"1%6{)""8 1860- (1 Collector of Coimbatore, giving cover toa communicationf
T Laver = Y y from Mr. Lascelles, on the subject of the supply of firewood

and the management of the Sholas on the Neilgherry Hills.
~ R .
o Having recently rep‘orted to Government briefly what steps had been taken'(letter

~

dated 26th June last, No. 44), 1 shall now only adyert to certain points which appear to call for

George,

remark.
o With reference to the 2nd paragraph of Mr. Lascelles’ letter, T admit that a large quan-

e

tity of Jead-wood lies in the Sholas within a radius of 10 or 12 miles from Ootacamund, but if
all this was taken out and offered for sale, few would be found to purchase at so great a distance,
and in many of the steep ravines, the receipts would not cover the expenses. Great part of this
wood might be cleared and brought into the station, if liberty to carry it away free of any
payment was given, but t_hen it is very doubtful whether wood-cutters would restrict their
operations to given Sholas, they would as formerly, take advantage of the privilege and begin to
at the most convenient distance.

4. Mr. Lascelles alludes to the opening up of certain roads to render the Sholas accessible
to carts, and which the Collector strongly advocates. In this 1T concur, but it should be a
gradual work, undertaken as required. I think if the Deva Shola was now made accessible to
carts, and Captain Francis' trace to Kotagherry opened out so as to allow of carts to pass for six
miles, it would be sufficient at present. The firewood and charcoal supply of Ootacamund might
be arranged by the Improvement Committee, in communication with my Department. The
blic roads as that to Pykara and Neddimuttum not being within the

cut

construction of the larger.pu

province of my Department, I refrain from giving an opinion as to the necessity of the outlay
and the estimates specified. Perhaps on the whole, Mr. Lascelles has scarcely done justice to

the state of the roads on the Hills.
5. 1 do not concur in the suggestion that a Committee be appointed for the management

of the Forests of the Dills, there is already a planting Sub-Committee of the Improvement
(lommission, with whom I have had several interviews, and whose views and wishes I would
gladly meet in a matter so deeply affecting the community.

6. The sale by auction of dead-wood near the station was recommended by His Excel-
leney the late Governor on his visit to the Hills, and has proved of benefit to the community,
and I venture to assert that it acts as aacheck to monopoly. There isa considerable amount
of trouble in arranging the sales, and there is great difficulty in preventing theft during the.
moon-light nights. [ consider that the auctions may be continued with advantage in the
smmediate vicinity of Ootacamund, and that they should be held regularly at stated intervals
towards the end of the dry weather, when families are laying in stores for the monsoon.

7. 'The system of a fixed price at the Sholas at some distance from Ootacamund as proposed
by Mr. Lascelles, might be adopted (if Government approve), but this would interfere with the
operations of Contractors, and the two systems could not well be carried on simultaneously .
M. Lascelles’ plan would be convenient for those who have carts, whilst the Contractors’ Depdts
are considered to be an advantage to the many strangers who engage houses and have no means
of carriage.

8. Mr. Lascellas also suggests that all cutting of wood by any others, save the Forest
Department, should be strictly prohibited ; this plan is now pursued, and the Department
confine their operations to one or two loealities. I cannot say that pilfering does not continiue,
particularly during the heavy bursts of the monsoon, when the axe may occasionally be heard
.1 the dark evenings, but 1 believe that in the fine weather surreptitious cutting has been almost
entirely suppresscd. About 25 or 30 wood-cutters caught in the act of stealing wood have
been taken before the Assistant Magistrate and punished.
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9. Logs of the better jungle-woods, too good for fuel have been offered for sale as beams,
but as the purchasers encounter much difficulty and : . :
i y and expense in carriage there has been Very little
demand. The Sholas given on contract and th 1
i - ose already cleared of dead-wood will be restored
by planting, and to avoid the destruction caused b :
a trench du 3 thems & oy cattle, I have directed that a fence may be
made 10; a : g l':u; = en;-‘ o prevent the ingress of mischievous animals.
. In paragraph 3, Mr. Lascelles refers to Government : :
o wasted, destroyed Hed IEE R Mk, Foront hea b : men' pro.perty- at Kotagherryi bfnng
- s been felled in this neighbourhood within 3
few years both for Coffee planting and Ragee cultivati . !
fall od in the direction of M agee cultivation, and there is a great quantity of
alen wo et on o etapollufn, but the requirements for fuel are too small (five or
six European families) to jugtify the appointment of an Overseer.

11.. T:f"ecls ta“ :ﬂic“}ﬂt t2Ve:';eer-near Coonoor, who has charge of a Depét and who
i i o s i e et

g 3P BiLy, 8 y 2 advisable to appoint a Native under hinl to overlook the
conservancy of the Sholas i the vicinity.

12. 1f Mr. Robde be the * official” alluded to * who has permission to cut,” I would ‘
remark that the Inspector General of Jails, purchased the dead-wood of a Shola at o
auction, before I took charge of the Neilgherry forests. After the expiration of the t'mfe, he
obtained permission Lo remove all the wood previously eut. I have been frequently over the
ground and can speak most fayorably of the gystamatio woy in which the Shola has been worked,
Mr. Rohde engaged the services of a Superintendent for this duty to whom I gave instructions,

Jess cutting was pEYmi,tted.. The W.ood was purchased for the brick-making of the
quantity being require for a public purpose, 1 considered it my duty
to afford ready aid, particulaﬂy when Ihad to deal with Mr. Rohde, a Member of the Improve-
ment Committee, and an ardent Avboriculturist.

13. In conclusion, I would observe that the firewood question at Ootacamund, has been
one of increasing difficulty for some years, as the station has risen in importance, and after
careful observation, I am assured that the annual consumption of wood within a certain distance
(six miles) is greater than the natural reproduction. The new system of operations has not yet
had a fair trial, the community have scarcely accommodated themselves to the altered regulations.

There are four main desiderata.

and no reck
new Jail, and a very large

1. Cart-roads.
11. Additional Carts.
11I. Persons to deliver.
1V. Godowns for storing wood.
Cart-roads to the Sholas can easily be made and the outlay be proportionately debited to the
Public Works and Forest Departments. Additional carts are being prepared or imported, the
total number a short time ago was 90, which was insufficient. Persons to deliver wood on
moderate terms will spring up, and doubtless householders will remedy the deficiency of storing
room, so that there may be abundant space for a monsoon stock of fuel. Most families at
present find their supply exhausted in the middle of the rainy season.
RS, 14. The cost of the Forest Establishment on the
80 Hills is now 200 Rupees per mensem, and the balance
15 in favor of Government at the close of the official year,
70 after a short trial, was Rupees 859-13-6. I think it
35 likely that the proceeds may ere long allow of an outlay
of Rupees 400% (as suggested by Mr. Lascelles) and
| Assistant might be employed, but
or there will be a small

1 Overseer ... = =
Horse allowance...
9 Foresters @ 35
% Peons @ 3 -
Ix’upces..“,.’()()
- I a
in that case a Specia
great economy is necessary,

margin for making roads and replanting the Sholas.
15. I think.the disadvantages of the present system have been exaggerated, I am informed
of wood for sale in two places in the Bazaar at 13 Anna per
Charcole mow sells at 10 Annas the piled pard,
There is a desire on the part

% Por mensem.

that there is a very large stock
maund or 23 Rupees the cart load of 750 1bs.
weighing about 1 maund and is of better quality than it Wwas.
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of many to revert to the old system under which. wood was brought by the Badagars to the doors
of the residents; whose houses lay convenient to the road, but I know that several of those in

mstances have stated that the present system is more advantageous to them, and

moderate eirct ptor (% | : . .
I see no mode of checking the indiscriminate cutting of wood, if any thing approaching to the

old system was permitted.

—

—y

Tzom H. CLEGHORN, Esq., M., Conservator of Forests, to J. D. BOUR-
DILLbN, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George,

dated 11th August 1860, No. 99.

No. 343.

SIR,
letter No. 89, dated 6th instant, regarding the management of the

n the event of my absence, or that of my locum tenens,
doubtful point to Mr. Rohde, c.8., Member of

With reference to my -
Neilgherry Sholas, I beg to suggest th'at i
the Foresters should apply for instructions on any

the ¢ Improvement Committee.”

ORDER THEREON, 28th August 1860, No. 1,454.

NO. 3‘1‘4’-

1. With the earlier of these letters the Conservator sends up with his remarks a letter
from the Collector of Coimbatore, giving cover to one from Mr. Lascelles, recommending certain
measures for the improvement of the supply of fuel at Ootacamund. In the later, he proposes
that during his absence, or that of his locum tenens from the hills, the foresters should be placed

under the orders of Mr. Rohde.
2. The chief measures proposed by Mr.
1) To abolish the present system, est

March 20th 1860, No. 425.
@) To appoint a Committee consisting of the Conservator of Forests and two members

of the present Improvement Committee, to manage the supply of wood, the opening of

roads to distant Sholas, &c.
(8.) To sell the dead-woo
Mr. Thomas approves and warmly supp

Lascelles are as follow :—
ablished a few months ago under the Order of

d at a certain fixed price at the wood side.
orts the proposals. Dr. Cleghorn does not agree with him.

3. The subject of fuel supply for Ootacamund is by no means a new one ; the outery as
to the dearness of the article has been loud for years. Uptoa few months ago there was scarcely

b the cutting of fuel, yet this did not prevent complaints of its dearness and

any interference wit
while it produced evils of its own; the chief of which was the gradual but - efal
of the Sholas. This scarcity and dearness of fuel was one of the local inconveni-

s Trevelyan addressed himself when at OQotacamund ; and after a
s substituted for the previous practice.
4. That system is as follows ; as described in the Order of Government of March 20th 1860.

« Pirst. The whole of the Sholas, or woods, in the neighbourhood of the station to be
¢ absolutely reserved, nob only for their beauty but also from fear of injuring the water
¢ springs ; their limits to be marked ; no private cutters to be allowed inside; old trees to
«pe felled by servants of the department, and brought outside, and to be sold there by
«¢ public auction. Trees to be planted where required, in vacant spaces.

« Secondly. Suitable woods at a distance from the station to be selected and marked

and a number of these lots, amply sufficient for 2 year's
be permitted to clear the

scarcity,
destruction
ences to which Sir Charle

full discussion, a system wa

“out in lots of moderate size;

¢ supply, to be put up to auction annually. The Contractor to

o ground entirely within his lot or lots, with the exception of such trees as may be

¢s marked by the Conservancy Department previously to the sale.
« Thirdly. The cleared lotsto be planted, as required, by the Conservancy Department.

« Fourthly. No private felling of any kind, or for any person, to be allowed in woods

“ or on land belonging to Government.”

S AN NORWET T e
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5. This arrangement has been carried into effect. It has only been in operation about ] (' Cleele v & 'r‘/m-/ouuu

three months, and it is now proposed to abolish it. The Government are not prepared to accede :

to this recommendation ; the present system was resolved on, as already said, after full and care- < (l; )/
, ful consideration, and it has not yet been fairly tried. Every new system must be under disad- . c j\\-{:ﬁ)

vantages at first. In the present case the change involves the substitution of carts for cooly N ) < (& ,Q,bo/O :

labour to a large extent, and at first the necessary number of carts are not forthcoming ; but this R ‘

want will soon be supplied. It takes some time also for the residents to become used to the . 3 (% : . o 4

new system ; and some mistakes may be expected at first, both on the part of the. Conservancy : %’ NTe ’!’!l’a“‘b (f/ C ouu/,.,/r.«u%—/x/)

Department and of the Contractors, as to the proper quantity required. All these things, / / ;

however, may be expected soon to come right. > J X . O

6. The auction sales of dead-wood near the station, referred to in paragraph 6 of \/ ((:_)){Q 0 \ﬂ7/§0 r’ﬁ‘)) .

Dr. Cleghorn’s letter, and reported more fully in his previous letter of June 26, are calculated to Ko {

check any tendency on the part of the Shola-renters to combine to keep up prices. Bat he is

probably right ?n saying that Mr. Lascelles’ plan of selling at a fixed price at the distant Sholas ; : / ] i F

could not ('onS\st. with the contract systfam, because to make such a plan pay there must be an : (( )/Z’l ,/(o ’,(j" i ﬂ“}rh‘/ & /(ﬂ/ o TP ) fm}r}\/

cxpensive Establishment kept up at the Shola ; and the sales must be very large to pay for such - / / e -

an Establishment.

7. Dr. Cleghorn states in the last paragraph of his letter that there is a large stock of ‘ )

) 2
: y o) ; : O(( ,,cg/f,lv C> - ga
firewood for sale in the Bazar, at 13 Anna a maund, equal to 2} Rupees a bandy Joad of 7501bs. '/ G AL ’“)’L"h’vﬂn/, YO /V A, /‘1‘ st (‘/6{/‘7 y i g ™

P4

And this being the case the complaints of dearness and scarcity seem to be without foundation. AT

8. The Government think it desirable however to appoint an'Assistant to the Conservator, i} % . o i N \ ( O
for the Neilgherry Hills; and Dr. Cleghorn will be requested to submit the name of the person \/u.(;’/ M/ 4 r»/,(,o/', e ‘/ walod o rr%ﬂ“‘ e o ent O /o- AR A
whom he would recommend for the appointment. i/ a 4 /

9. With regard to roads to open access to the Sholas, the District Engineer was called on ’ . ) : AN ,\,(/‘—{—
in an Order of the 11th July to give attention to thesubject. Dr, Cleghorn’s present letter will el /,,‘,u,(:,( AN NAP LA AAL Y O/ /((u /t/é) Au//(r ) Comnrrrida V4
be communicated to him through the Chief Engineer. i

.

Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON, . . o
(Signed) PR (f\/;’( /)/u/ AA& et — (u%)/-«ﬂr’Lrl/ € A A
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