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Government of Madras.

R ousenmue  DEPARTMENT.
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No. 47. " Read the following Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated lOth Decemher
1859, No. 5105. .
Read letter from the Collector of Chengalpat dated 19th September 1859, No. 347, sug-
gesting improvements in the administration of the salt department of that distriet.
(In Con. 21st September 1859, No. 4715.)

Read letter from‘the same officer, dated 18th July 1859, No. 233, requesting that the & ¥
special surveillance exercised in South Arcot over the traders in salt from Salem may be ordered

to be discontinued.
(In Con. 25th July 1859, No.-3678.)
In Con. 8th July 1859, No. 3315. Ordered to be submitted to Government, with reference
to their Proceedings, dated 7th July 1859, Revenue Depart.- s
- ment, No. 901. B
2 The salt pa.ns of the Chengalpat district are seven in numbet Two lie to the nonh o&
the Pulicat lake, two are situated in the southern part of the. district on the southern (,ang&’n‘ :
three are found in the centre,  Attention is first drawn to the central pans.
8. These are muated at Kévalang, Vadasamanjeri and Pyanur. Kévalang occisionally _».
exports sait;o Caloutta bugin other respects the trade in salt at this place, as weU as at ﬁjﬁ
other two oenml p!m!, is muuihddpi'essed and the salesat tﬁéﬁir& piades are appg,emi ' con-
fined, for the most part, to home ‘consumpticn. The Mand‘trade cenad a few years .
‘opening of the stores at Madras to inland traders. :
4 Mr. Shnbnck suggests a return to the old sta,tsof gbm

L
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tfby stopp mlmd sa]es at

the Admyar, first agltated in 18&& but laid aside for reasonssmted, and recommends t.he q,emw

of a place of sale on the Adalyar m the grounds known as Homes’ garden, which i :s now the pro- - 7

perty of Government. The former proposition, & =

Board's Proceedings, 13th 4".9“” 1849, 45 aircady pointed out by the Board, is inadmis- »
No. 368, paragraph 3. sible, as interfering with the natural course of

trade, and shutting out the inland consumers of sdlt from the advantages which improved communi- V r

cations place within their reach. Viewed in this light, the manufacturers of salt in Chengalpat,so far g

from possessing rights superior to all other considerations Shpbrick supposes, must ;ﬂeld’_ . T
like others, to those changes which must oceur from time to time. Bu :'*fi'ﬂ'l}i*i‘- s vi + =
Board pointed out in their Proceedings, mentioned in the margin al that tie opening

Madr&i storesyto inland traders, so far from being new,
The £ormatnon of a depdt, or plme of store 2

, fa lﬂm of sale is
verﬂ:o&ﬁ&embie By
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require its maintenanc
a relief to the Madras
has already commenced,
tent to which the deman
with its extension to the western €O
largely to that demand. Thus, in @

. will requi

main with them till they again quit the district.

e

vedings of U Department,” ™
. woas of the Madras Govgrnment, Revenue Dep ;
P : for the month of January 1860.
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e, and this depot will probably be found still more necessary hereafter as
depot where the sales will soon increase greatly. Such ingrease sndesd
and it is not possible now to form even a probable estimate of the ex-
d for salt will grow on the opening of the Madras Railway into Salem
ast. The important branch to Kadapa will also add very
ddition to present convenience to trade, the Madras depot
re the relief of a separate one at the Adaiyar and a gox tion of the additional salt, which
it will itself require, can be obtained with advant.age-fro.m Kovalang s0 soon as the junction of
the K vam with the Adaiyar shall be effected. This view render's it desxral.)le t-hat the junction
should be proceeded with at an early date. : The ?ompletxon of this work will give to the manu-
facturers of Kovalang, who produce a superior article, and outlet for their salt, which is an addi-
tional argument in favor of the junction of the two canals, although the manufacturers’ elaims to
consideration, as a matter of right, have, as already stated, been viewed by the Board as inad-
missible when weighed against the convenience of the general community.

8. The produce of the central pans in fasli 1262, anaverage year, was nearly four lacs of
maunds. :
9. The cost of bringing the salt from the pans to the proposed store at the Adaiyar will be

about the same as that of bringing the salt from
Board’s Proceeding’s, 13th August 1849, para-  Ennore, &c., to the store at Madras. The aggre-

graph 4. gite changes for the establishment will remain as
Dated 19th in Con. 21st September 1859, they are, as shown in enclosure 3, of Mr. Shu-
No 4715. brick's letter. The establishment at Kévalang

will be reduced from Rupees 128 to Rupees 89 per mensem, while those at Vadasamanjeri and
Pyanur will be removed to the new depbt, those places being managed as out-lying pans.

10. Should Government be pleased to concur in the foregoing proposal, early measures
will be necessary for the formation of a platform at Homes' garden, or other suitable place in
that locality on the same sidg of the river, and for a few branch channels to connect the more

| Dated 19th in Con. 21st Sept. 1859, No. 4715." ?;s::;;;r:‘:h with the S S e

11. The northern pans are at Sunappa gunta and Pfingalam. The trade at those places is
apparently limited, the quantity of salt manufactured at them in fasli 1262 having been about
55,000 Indian maunds only. The Board gather from Mr. Shubrick's letter that the trade is
susceptible of improvement chiefly by attention to the approaches to the pans. Pangalam was

. : formerly included in North Arcot, and as both
Dated 190N i Con. #et Sepk, 1859, No. 4708~ 01 "L hcns uffae the intorests of that
district, they resolve to forward copy of paragraph 8 of Mr. Shubrick’s letter, with copy of
these proceedings, for the consideration and report of the Collector of North Arcot.

12. The two southern pans, Chonambut and Cheyur, occupy an important place in the
trade. The former is in close contiguity to Margkaoum, a salt store in South Arcotand its
cales of salt have fallen from 1,34,683 Indian maunds in 1857-58, to26,248 Indian maunds in
the following year. This fall is stated by Mr. Shubrick to be owing to certain Police arrange-
ments in South Arcot, the effect of which bas been to bring traders to the stores at Marakanum-
where the sales have increased from 1,33,421 Indian maunds in 1857-58, to 2,95,123 in 1858-59.
In the one case the decrease has been 18} per cent. and the increase in the other has been up-
wards of 121 per cent. The Board learn that the Police arrangements in question were intro-
duced in 1858, under the sanction of Government, and have probably fvorked well, though
some of the subsidiary rules, such as those of which Mr. Shu-brick c?mplams, may be of doubt-
fal expediency. They were intended as a check on the thieving habits of the' Corawar and otl}g;
tribes who trade in salt, but the effects, the Board apprehend, have been to. divert tra(.le fr(tmzlts
patural course. These traders, it appears, are made over by thtf S.alem Polxcf:, on their quxtt‘ng,
the limits of that district, to that of South Arcot, whose duty 1t 18 to furnish an ‘esco‘r_t to re-
i The Collector of Chengalpat acquiesced at first
“in these arrangements on public grounds, though do‘ubsful of their expedief)cy. In the éecond
of the letters recorded above, he describes their working and results, and requests that they may

be ordered to be discontinued.

|
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Proceedings of the Madras Glovernment, Revenue Department,
for the month of January 1860.
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13. Thesubject was mooted in the Board’s Proceedings, dated 16th September last, No.
3675, copy of which was laid before Government,
butin the Proceedings of Government, dated,
1st October last, No. 1337, Revenue Department,
doubts were expressed as to whether the arrangements in question had tended to reduce sales

in Chengalpat and a 10 years' statement of sales was adduced as showing that in that district
this branch of revenue had not declined. It may yet, however, be true that sales have declined
at one set of pans from this cause, and that the general revenue from salt in Chengalpat would
but for it have increased in a larger ratio. The Board cannot but think that, however desirable

the system may be on Police considerations, it
must place some restrictions on trade. It may,

however, be that this latter disadvantage is more

than balanced by the former’s benefit. Copy of the letter from South Arcot, dated 20th Octo-

ber 1859, will be communicated to Mr. Shubrick.

14. The approaches to Chonambutand Cheyur are stated to be indifferent, and the Col-
lector seems to think that inland depbts, as outlets for the salt of these pans, may be established
with advantage. On both points Mr. Shubrick'’s remarks are only general.

15. Where the existence of a Railway or a navigable river or canal affords unusual faci-

lities of which ‘Government alone can give to

Letter to Government, 1st February 1856. the people the £l estent of sadyimta .

’ : g age possible

Board's Proceedings, 215¢ May 1856, No. 1545 ¢, be derived from them, as already explained
para. 10, §e.

In Con. 3rd October 1859, No. 4927.

In Con. 22nd October 1859, No. 5246.

fully in the papers noted in the margin, the
Board are in favor of inland Government depdts. But when the ordinary carriage of the count
try has to be used, the Board would not attempt inland depéts, but leave the conveyance of sa-l
into the interior to private interprise.

16. Facilitating the access to the pans by bridges, and good roads seems the only aid which
Government can advantageously give in these latter cases, and on these points the Board will be
glad to receive distinet suggestions from Mr. Shubrick as regards the southern pans.

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

P. S.—After forwarding the draft of the foregoing Proceedings to the Printer, the Board,
received a letter from the Collectorof Chengalpat
dated 5th instant, in continuation of his letter,
dated 19th September 1859, 1In this communi-
cation Mr. Shubrick reiterates his recommen-
dation for the establishment of a depbt at Homes' garden as of primary importance, and adds
that if the pans at the several places of manufacture are connected with the trunk roads in their
vicinity by means of made roads, the sales of salt are likely to increase considerably. The pro-
bable increase, on what data estimated is not stated, is put down at Rupees 1,44,000, the pre-
sent average sales being Rupees 1,96,560. The roads, it appears, may be constructed at a com-
parative small expense. The benefit to the State as well as to the community is likely to be
great if these improvements are made, and the Board resolve to submit Mr. Shubrick’s letter for
the consideration and orders of Government.

In Con. 8th December 1859, No. 6118.
In Con.21st September 1859, No.4715.

(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 78. ORDER THEREON, 27th January 1860, No. 138.

1. It appears from paragraph 2 of these Proceedings that in Chengalpat district there are
seven salt pans. Two lie to the north on the Pulicit lake, two are situated in the southern
part of the district on the southern canal, and three are found in the centre.

2. Towards these last three, in connection with the formation of a de}p(“:t at Homes' garden
on the Adaiyar, the Board’s remarks are principally directed. M. Shubrick proposes and the
Board recommend that by reducing the establishment at Kévalang from 128 Rupees to Rupees
89 per mensem, and removing those of Vadasamanjeri and Pyanur to the new depbt, increased
facility should be afforded to traders to take return loads of salt, whilst the only expense to
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ouly additional convenience these pans would require beyond what they already possess, would
be a few small branch canals to bring their out:lying parts into connection with the main canal
Beyond this single depdt, no others would be necessary in the district.

8. The two northern pans are situated about™ five miles from the northern trunk road, and
_are not approached by any made roads whatever.. The northern trunk road does not faciliaf
- their sales, as no one would purchase at them for either northern or southern traffic. They can,

therefore, only look to sell in their own neighbourhood and for the interior. The roadsinto the
interior are the common roads or tracks of the country, good enough in dry weather, but scarcely
passable in wet. I cannot recommend any expense being incurred on them, on account of the
salt trade. If other causes lead to their improvement, the salt trade will be beuefitted by them
at the same time. The establishment of a depd: at some convenient spot in the interior,
would doubtless conduce to the benefit of the pans ; but as it would have to be fixed in North

- Arcot, the Collector of that district, is perhaps the fittest person to say where it should be.

: 9. Having advocated the use of the canal for the improvement of the three centre pans, I
have nothing to urge for them in the shape of roads, though much may be done for the two
southern pans in this respect. Choonambut is only three wiles from Mercanum in South Arcot
and, with Cheyoor eight miles further, would largely partake of the Salem trade, but for the
proceedings of the Collector of South Arcot, as reported in my letter, No. 258 of the 18th July
last, now awaiting the Board's orders. The communication between Cheyoor and Choonambnut,
which it is desirable to keep up, isnow ia very bal order ; but I requested the District Eugigee}
to see to it some months ago. At present, with the exception of a distance of two or three m
between Choonambut and Manapaukum, for which Government allow a yearly outﬁ
Rupees 50, neither of these pans have any roads, facilitating their connection with the sou
trunk road or with the interior, beyond the ordinary village tracks, which, as already stated regards
ing the northern pans, are good enough in dry, but bad in wet weather. Inland depits supplied
from these pans, could be formed if psrmittad, in consultation with the Collector of North Arcof»‘z
A reduction of establishment at the pans would help towards their maintenance.

10. The produce of the pans, in Fusly 1262 an average year, i&
given in the margin; but the produce has always been limited b]‘
order, so as to allow of a two years’ consumption only being on hand.
It would be very unfair to consider this produce as the average' prod

3 * dugce the pans are capable of yieldiag. - LTS

Poougolum........ 308 11. The present establishments are shown in the accompany-

—— ing Statement A. They would not have to be varied in the totals,

Gi&? by the establishment of depdts only to be modified as shewn in the

statement. The appointment of a Deputy Coliector would not affect

them, as he could take one of the hoozoor goomastahs to keep his accounts. The proposed depdt
8¢ the Adyar, would be the fittest place for his head quarters.

12.  The quality of the salt is undesirable and not to be improved. Whenever it looks
or is bad, it may be attributed to the weather having been rainy and unfavorable, and to the
brine having got mixed with mud, There is no remedy for this.

13. The rate of remuneration not ouly varies at the different pans, but in different parts of the
same pan, as will be seen in the accompanying Statement B. The manufacturers are contented
with their rates of remuneraiion, having never made any complaint about them whatever ; their
only complaint being the small amount of their sales, and as the rates of remuneration could not
well be changed, except at the cost of Government by raising the smalier rates to the level of the
hxghest, the change does not seem to be in any way called for.

14, The rough sketch maps which have been called for from the Dlsmct Engineer, will
be furnished as soon as recexved

Garces.

Enc, 1.—A. "
ApstracT.—Statement  showing the establishment employed in the salt divisions mthe‘

district of Chingleput.

—

ENO. gi':"Bc . g
* Apstracr.—Statement showing the dates of codevarum paid to salt manufacturers in the
district of Chingleput.
P Exc. 8. 7

Ansrucr —Statement showing the present establishment at Covelong, Vndasamunjary
andPyunoor, and its proposed distribution consequent oa the formation of a depdt at Home's
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* suffer for the alleged protection of the people

Ix Cox. 25tm JuLy 1859, No. 3678.
From C. J. SHUBRICK, Esq., Collector of CHINGLEPUT, ;
dated Sydapet, 18th'July 1859, No. £55.

1 have the honor to bring to the notice of the Board that, with the alleged object of preservi
the peace and security of his district, the late Acting Collector of South Arcot, Mr. Tayler, organi

a system of patrols for escorting Corawar and Lumbady and other wandering traders in salt from the
frontiers of Salem to the depdt of Mercanum. Under this system, which was introduced in communica-
tion with the Collector of Salem, the traders were put undes escort and handed over from one Collec-
tor to the other, both in going to and returning from the depdt. The traders were formed into gangs
either at the depbt or on the Salem frontier, near the Chengawah pass, and s to their destina-
tions twice a week by regular stages, from which they were in no wise permitted to deviate. A nomi-
nal list of the traders ::g their families composing _each gang was prepared and # roll-call was called
three times a day by the Police Naick in charge of the gang. This practice was established in May 1858,
with the somewhat qualified permission of Government, who thought that increased - vigilance on the
part of the Police in the country, traversed by the wandering traders, would have been the more legiti-
mate course to pursue. I have not the Government orders on the subject by me, as Mr. Taylor, who
sent, them to me for perusal, requested that they might be returned to him. ‘lxhe above is, however, the
ort of the order as far as% can recollect, and Government desired that a report on the system

should be submitted by Mr. Taylor after a year’s trial- P ‘

2, Tt was not Mr. Taylor’s wish to injure the salt revenue of Chingleput, or tc./puﬁ his hands in
the pockets ‘of the salt manufacturers of this district, or rather of Choonambut, the adjoining depdt in
this district to Mereanum in South Arcot, and only three miles distant from it. His professed, and I
believe Lis only, object was to endeavour to dimimsh the number of gang and highway robberies in his
district, and which he thought were, in a great measure, perpetrated by parties of the wandering tribes,
and ostensible traders and carriers of salt. Lt was his opinion that to give the system a fair tmal, 1t
should be co-operated in from this district, and at his request T consented to instruct the Peishear at
Choonambut to keep him informed of his sales of salt to Corawars intending to convey it through
South Arcot, adding that after they entered his district they wonld of course be amenable to his
arrangements. 1 also pointed out that I thought the system would divert the trade from our pans to
others, where more liberty was allowed, and I have no doubt that this would have been the case if the
Collector of Salem had not leagued with Mr. Taylor in receiving and delivering the gangs on his frontier,

* asif not collected, organized and handed over by the Collector of Salem, the traders would in all proba-
bility, it left to themselves, have sought other depbts and routes where:they would have been free from
surveillance, roll-calls or inspection. ;

8. Mr. Taylor’s system is continued in tact to the present hour, the gangs start to and from

Mercanum for the Chengawah passin Salem twice a week, and have a roll-call three times a day through-

" out the journey. The result is that as the patrol Naick is obliged to deliver over the gang at Mercanum
of the same strength as he received it at the pass, the trade 1s confiaed to that depdt—no portion of it
reaching Choonambut.

4. A correspondence on the subject has been carried on between me and Messrs. Ratliff and
MecDonell, the successors to Mr. Taylor, since February last, which it is not needfal for the Board to
wade throngh, unless they wish it.” The preceding is the state of things as it is and as it has been
for more than a year, the Collectors of South Arcot insisting that the trade is free and no one prevent-
ed from going to Choonambut, while on the other hand [ insist that it cannot be free so long as the

ngs march under patrol and roll-call, and'are obliged to be handed over as they have been received.

he result has been apparent in an enormous increase in the sales of salt at Mercanum, and an equally
enormons decrease at Choonambut as shewn in the enclosed statement, where the sales of Choonambub
will be scen to have fallen off from Rupees 1,3%,683 between July 1857 and May 1858, to Ru-
ﬁ:::s,m between July 1858 and May 1859, or 80 per cent. in 11 months, and have increased at-

ercanum from Rupees 1,33,121 to Rupees 2,935,123, or 121 per cent. during the same period.

5. Though it may be a matter of indifference to Government whether they gain their salt reve.

“nue from Mercanum or from Choonambut, since the loss at one depdt is made up at the other, the rea-
son does not hold good as regards the manufacturer whose means of living cease with his loss of trade

T have, therefore, the honor to request the intervention of the Board in putting a stop fo the patrol and
“yoll-call %ystem complained of hetween Mercanum and the Chengawah Eass in Salem, and mﬂmﬂm
* trade in salt to the free and liberal footing it ?gﬂi before the people of Choonambut were to

i
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v mmanluofm in the Choonambut pans of this district and Mercanum

South Arcot during the undermentioned Fuslies.

Chingleput District. South Arcot District,
Choonambut. Mercanum. ‘
% e |
. ' |
b Salt sold in | Salt sold in . )
¢ Fusly 1267, or/Fusly 1268, or| Is::{‘ ’dldzg'll F?l:llt ”idge"; _
ot year 1857-58.|year 1858.59.] Fusly 3 Bbes g *3
. ok 2 3 4 5
% A 11/ 4/ 0 1,027/ 8 0| 23,880| 0] 0
o e e e | 17,261 4l 0 1,342] 8| 0 10,957 8| 0
L AR 18,615 0 1,696(14/°0( 8,321 4/ 0
"o e | 5,696 4/ 0f 20731 9,298 2| 0
Bt S 8,787 -8-0F - 750 13,245( 0| 0
Er el o 12,795 0| 0| 2,583l 23,50812 0
11,812 8 0| 1,543 2 0 13,515 0 0
. i 8,347| 8 1,185 0 0, 9,795 0 0
20.686(14] 0| 3,025| 2| 0| 7,331| 4| 0
e e | 24,225 0 8,103/12] 0 7,147| 8/ 0
3 | 11,443 0| 0| 2,913/12| 0| 6,421i _
: Total......|1,34,683 2| 0| 26,245| 2| 0/1,33,421 4 012,95,123 2
b Decrease...11,08,435| 0| 0| Increase..... 1,61,701'L 1
= Per cen 80| 8! Ol Per centage... 121/ 8/ 0
* Svparer (Sgined) C. J. SHUBRICK,
18th July 1§59.} . Collector.
1
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