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MAnm—» e

s _ el : " No. 88  Read the following letter from W. S. NESBITT, Esq,, Secretary Ootacamund
- | 2 ey ) A Improvement Committee, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
it Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 21st July 1860, No. 10:— :

i : A R 1. Agreeably to the Orders of Government, dated 4th May 1860, No. 715, Revenue
R — ; ~ Department, I have the honor to submit berewith the Report of the Proceedings of the Ootaca-
i : ‘ ¥ mund ITmprovement Committee, for the Quarter ending 30th June last, together with ‘copy of a
Memorandum of the President, which is forwarded by his desire, on a Resolution passed by the
SR : ok : ‘ . _ Committee relatively to referring questions for the opinion of absent members, with remarks

e g ATy - : _ SRS . also thereon by the other members of the Committee. :
: s : 3 2. T had the honor to receive on the 3rd instant, the Proceedings of Government dated
S s A : ' o . 27th ultimo, No. 939, referring for the consideration of the Committee two letters from the
; G Ey 8 Superintending Surgeon, Southern Division, regarding the drai.ning of the Lake; and one,
remarking thereon from the Collector of Coimbatore. As the Superintending Surgeon’s letter
appeared some time ago in the public papers, and extensive interest may thereby have been
j ; created, to know what the Committee decide on the matter, 1 am desired to state, that they are
2 unanimous in considering the proposed measure wholly needless and very undesirable. They
Sl : A ' would rather, were it in their power, increase than diminish the Lake. Mr. Dawson specially

R ' o ¥ expresses his entire concurrence in all that Mr. Thomas has written on the subject.

e S R & 1 : s 3. 1 shall feel obliged by your furnishing me in future with six copies of all Proceedings -
e ; o : ' ® : : 3 ' of Government which you may send me, so that each member of the Committee may be

- supplied with a copy.

a—

. "RerorT of the Ootacamund Improvement Committee for the Quarter ending 80th June 1860.

1. Besides meeting on the 17th April last (copy of the Proceedings held on which occasion
W < - ‘ i 7 oA have been already sent to Government). The Committee met on the 15th, 18th, 19th and 28th
: A Hog) e, : ~ g 1 Mayandon the 30th June.

' 2. On the 15th May, they resolved to mark out allotments for building sites in Love-

: . 3 ) dale Valley, and in correspondence with the Collector, to define the limits of the station, with a

; ' 3 ' R " yiew to determine the sphere of their operations. Two Sub-Committees were also appointed ;

 one consisting of Messrs. Rohde, Dawson and Dr. Mackay, to attend to the ornamental planting

of the land around the lake; and the other of Messrs. Rohde, Dawson and the Secretary, to

~ enquire into the titles by which the houses and land . along the margin of the lake, from the

- Willow bund to the east end of the Bazar were held, and upon what terms the owners would be

e v £ ~ willing to part with the same. This investigation was deemed necessary, as it was probable that

. o 5 ; e ~ theland in (question might be required to enable an efiicient drainage of the Bézér to be made.
: ‘ Two papers from the President were also placed on the records, one regarding the Phikhénds or

: : v i s _ ' Public Necessaries and their cleansing ; the othersubmitting for the consideration of the Committee,

4 N s TN : : ' U -4 whether they were competent or not to decide pathway and water disputes, the settlement of
z Epdial, which had hitherto devolved on him an invidious duty. The first paper being on the s‘uﬂ‘ject of
' % 'the general sewerage, its consideration was deferred till the arrival of Mr. Fraser. Regarding
' the latter, the Committee considered they were not competent at present to decide such disputes,
_ but would be (at least as to the water) after a proper supply had been provided for the station
4 - o - by Government, ‘ ) .
e ; R TN 3" On the 18th May, the Committee met, as previously agreed, in Lovedale Valley.
~ Starting from the north east end, west side, and proceeding south west, to where the high read
~ enters the Bishop's valley, they marked off 14 allotments, the ground of the same being above
e 3 and on the north side of the road. The allotments measured each along their base line from 250
E e S &3 ; to 400 feét, with the exception of the last which was 700 feet. All the points of division were
: =0 A : LR ” ol chosen’so as to give each allotment a good building site, and they will all have a pleasing pros-
. : ' R e e & 225  pect across the valley ‘below to the wooded slopes opposite. An application for land 1o the
s ' : i C : o e = ﬂ‘ - south of Fern Hill having been received, Messrs. Rohde and Dawson marked out on the 19th
‘ % ; o ¢ : ~May, five allotments on the vacant ground in that vicinity. This land is tothe extreme west

~ of the Bishop's valley.
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4. Another application having been re ceived f. =

Church, it was ins or land on the Hill j ; .
was also to have E:::ei):e:ettm })28th May by Mr. Rohde, and th:énsl:;::::mte]y anc e
il St nt, .ut Wwas prevented from attending. A Sias M Raeags
sebbmiasy (st Helra s aumme Private property: and with regard to th Pm.OE the Jand
_ ments could be markeq 2 {0 1esty it was found
should be traced out. ¢¢ off, a roadway taken from proper levels
: H. ; The Committee lastly met on the 30th ult; :
arrived in Ootacamund, and have submitted Rl
Supply, which had been referred for his spec
Rohde, (on the planting Sub-CommiL{ie)
planting at the west end of the Lake. The (o

.

Revenue Depart;e;zt,

M o thy e"P%.ting Mr. Fraser would have
Clmtig € questions of Sewerage and Water
A ;ranon. He, however, had not arrived. Mr
: , Mr.

ed that he had commenced operations of

they had experienced in proguring laborer
embodying the result of the enquiry which 181. .
houses and land of the lower street, along th:
which the said land is likely te be required, h
no o;.;po.sition is expected from th.em as to ;heaz
require is only that a fair equivalent eithey in
their property.

The Secretary furnished
ad had made into the title

o
lilgagrz:; :f the'Lake. The sanitary purpose for
Lk Ofelxplal.ned to the occupants of the street,
monz ocation ; and all which they evidentl
Y» or land elsewhere, be given to them fo{'

a tabular Statement,
s of the owners of the

: P ave a ;
the owners of houses and land therein situateq similar enquicy made into the tities of
7. Much delay and impediment to business hav:

agree.d, '1tt Wi:‘S rgsolvked, that if in future the members who agreed
ajo i g u .

a majority of the w o.le Comxplttee, such questions should not b Pon any question should form

absent members, but information merely of the decisj ¢ e referred for the sanction of

8. The attention of the Committee hag been directed ommunicated £o them

land for building sites. 2. The ornamental plantin to four sub; 1 -

ects,
4. Water Supply. The last two have been refg of the land around the T ake,

7 erred to th 4
Mr, Fraser. The Committee much regret that they are not ab]eet;n:re stpelclnal con
eport the actua

more work under either of these heads, b i
, but this has arige
n from the absen
ce of M

sideration of
1 execution of
r. Fraser; the

of such lands,  Mr. Fraser’s absence has been o
principally because he considered it unnecessary for him to
whom the preliminary Surveys and Sections should be made
was detained by illness, is: now here, he has received the reql’xisite inst 1
and the S_urveys are being proceeded with. The Committee, th it i, gl
seport satisfactory progress at the end of the current Quarter vl il et
9. No disbursements have been made during the present .Qu t
arter.
3t NESBITT,

(OOTACAMUND Y
5th July 1860. _ Deeretary, Ootacamund Improvement, Committes

Memoranoum by E. B. THOMNAS, Esq., Collector and Presid ¢
Committee, on Resolutions sent * for information” C ::1
Ootacamund Improvement Committee of 80tk June, g
10th July 1860,

I must demur to the Resolutionin my absence i
name e
it ;17;11: }:raﬁrzph 7, it is dizectly contrary
1il, deciding® ¢
¢ 4nd so reported to Government.  “ absent members should bz ta.’kencll;‘;lgfox'hit ‘ t:e Bajelt
et : Y, or by writi
: : 1 t~11nl.\, and the papers have hitherto been’so > ¥ writing
and 1 think should so continue. No delay is specified, not a days detention ocen d : nt round,
when papers were last sent round ; the present Resolution virtually excludes m:rethmzmy Qﬂjcf,
dent, from voting at all, when absent on duty, or from recording any dissent orl:r tmltgh.‘ I;rem-
otest, as 1 may

come up until Mr, Brosn
‘ : ahan, b
had arrived, Mr. Brosnahan, ;vhi

of the Local Improvement
G ) by. the Secreiary® to the
a jallowmg, dated Coimbatore,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
4th August 1860.

have occasion to do, having longer knowledge of the Hills by far, than any of the Committee,
except Mr. Dawson only. I also desire to know if I can, when absent on duty, leave a permanent
proxy, (if I shonld happen to be so far away that there would be real and inconvenient delay),
though I should conceive a few days can seldom signify in the matters involved. I also wish to
know, if I name a proxy, whether it must be one of the Committee? I should prefer nof. In
forwarding your Report to Government, I request copy of this may also go up, for Government
Orders, T must also object to any more land being given, or buildings allowed near the market
place, the station of Ootacamund and consequently the market is increasing yearly, the space is
already much crowded on a market day. As Collector, I have always steadily refused encroach-
ment on the small open space still left. I think it would

® dnd others, such as the new Burial be most unadvisable, these are important points* on
Ground, Sewerage, moving the lower which it is especially advisable the whole Committee
Bizdr, §e. should vote. I would again object on public grounds,
With reference to paragrah 1 of Reso- to Church Hill being occupied, it is in the heart of the
lutions of 3rd July. station, and should, I think, be left open and unoccupied.

REMARKS by the other Members on the above.

1. 1 am likely to be as much away as Mr. Thomas, but I would not object to the Resolu-
tion, as I feel sure that any question that would affect anything in which I was concerned as
District Eungineer, would be left undecided until my opinion was obtained ; a similar courtesy
would no doubt be exercised towards the Collector and to other members, no one for instance
would think of deciding on a sanitary measure without consulting Dr. Mackay.

2. To avoid delay, I have given my proxy to a member, who I believe, will use it for the
public good. It is to be regretted that the President has not sufficient confidence in any mem-
ber of the Committee, to do likewise. At all events the Committee will not, of course, consent to
any one, not a member, holding a proxy.

3. I am disposed to agree with the President’s remarks about the market place, but we
shall know more about it when the Survey is made.

4. As regards notice of sale, I think the present merely local notice is not sufficient, I
would advise our advertising in Madras and Bangalore, in any way the Committee might think
best.

(Signed) WILLIAM FRASER,

District Engineer.

13th July 1860.

I feel the justice of the above remarks in which I concur, I
market, but think it may be extended by
cannot be now determined.

(Signed) J. ROHDE.

As one likely to be long absent,
would not restrict the available ground round the

drainage beyond the necessity of the market, this, however,

Mr. Thomas seems to have overlooked the fact that it is only

that the Resolution applies, his vote under such circum-
and he still has the power of recording

I agree with Mr. Fraser.
when a majority are present and agree,
stances could not alter the decision of the Committee,
his dissent or protest

His proxy must be a member.
(Signed) GEORGE MACKAY.

pe—

other members, and would suggest a nearly meeting,

I concur in the remarks made by the
he neighbeurhood of the market place, after the Survey

anent the contemplated improvements int

is made. -
(Signed) H. R. DAWSON.

(True Copies.) _
(Signed) W. S. NESBITT,
Secretary Ootacamund Improvement Commiltee,
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1. The Proceedin
to have been steadily en
now reached the Hills,

OrpEr THEREON,

ider it necessary that fy]] publici
sales of land, not only on the Hills, but a¢ Madras,
4. The second Pparagraph of My,

Department.

ty should be given to intended
Bangalore, and Bombay.

Nesbitt’s letter will pe communicated to the Public
5. The request in the

third paragraph iyl be attended to, and wil] be made known to the
Public Department,
(Signed) 7. D, BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.
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