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/ ghown in these Returns, varies from 2 to |

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
25tk July 1860.

AP T ARSI NI IANIMIILEINSINTE AT A AN SIS SIS SN NS

No.313.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd July 1860,
No. 3,879 :— '
Read Proceedings of the Madras Government dated 3rd July 1860, No. 1,097, Revenue Department.
{In Cons., 4th July 1860, No. 3,242.) ; i
Read also Proceedings of the Madras Government dated 17th anl 23rd July 1860, Nos. 1,181 and.
1,216, Revenue Department. :
(In Cons., 18th and 23rd July 1860, Nos, 3,506 and 3,562.)
calling for a Report as to the best form of imposing a License duty in the Madras Presidency for the
sale of Tobacco. ‘ ;

1; In anticipation of information regarding the cultivation, &e., of Tobacco in this Presidency
being required by the Supreme Government, the Board in their Circular of 2nd April last called upon
the different Collectors for reports upon the subject. The replies of all these Officers have not yet been
received, but those which have reached the Board give results
o much at variance with each other, that it is clear that

TRupces per acre; the expense of cultiv;tim& little reliance can be placed on these Returns.
3 i essment from Rupees 10 to 72 an - P : ; . :
l’ﬁ‘él}‘f:f;ﬁﬁ:spmﬁu from Rupges 10 to Rupees 2. The cultivation of Tobacco is chiefly carried on in

80 per acee. / small plots, and though the crop is profitable when it tarns
g ! out well, it is hazardous and expensive.

3. The Board’s records afford no information on the point under consideration, and as the only
eourse available, the Board requested some of the chief Tobacco Merchauts ab Madras to attend at their
Office and personally discussed the subject with them. From their acccunts of their transactions and
the high duty formerly 1&vied on the article, the Board have come to the conclusion that the rates of
License fees, proposed in the Bengal Memorandum, would not repress the culiivation of Tobacco or
Jessen its consumption. /f[b is in fact purely a luxury and not consumed in large quantities, so that

/ e average Asscssment of Tobaceo land, as

comparatively heavy taxation would not be much felt by the individual consumers. The Board think :

that an annuai License fee of 200 Rupees might be levied in Madias and some of the ehief provincial
towns on wholesale transactions, and 100 Rupees in the smaller towns and villages.  For retail sales
the Board would not go higher than Rapees 2 monthly at Madras and the larger towns, and 1 Rupee
elsewhere. They consider this distinction in the rates for towns and villages to be necessary/./

4. 'The Board concur in giving the preference to a License duty over any other mode of levying

a tax on Tubacco, supposing that the special taxation of this product, either directly or indirectly, is a
State necessity.

5. Tn regard to Licenseson the sale of Wines, &c., the Board have consulted the Collector of
Madras who considers that such fees may be levied, but that the Bengal rates are too high. The
Board beg a reference to their letter to Government dated 28rd November 1859, No 4,791, in which
they showed that the Arrack consumed in Madras already pay a higher tax than the Customs duties
jmposed by Act X of 1860 on imported spirits, and sugsested that the tax should be equalised and a
License fee imposed on all sales, wholgzsnle as well as retail, t» make up for the difference. The Govern-

ment did not coneur in this view, but in the event.of Licenses

Al otner Vis- being determined on, the Board would give the preference to
tricts than | Madras. : : ¢ 5

Madras. the plan which they then proposed, and which they calculated

would, at the rate they named, viz. 100 Rupees per annum,

14,35.1 130120,38,31: bring in a clear additional revenue of about 11,500 Rupees

0 after allowing for the equalisation of duty and excluding Toddy

1552,600 | 5,32,386 cales altogether. ‘The rates proposed by the Collector would

5.97.936 : . -
%833‘,’:8 ol oae|  produce about Rupees 27,500,
it 1. 2

};’32‘73(5) L) 35,0515 11,26,207 6. Inthe Provinces the Abkari is rented out by auction,
15.06.373 75551020 71016 and the Board doubt the expadiensy of levying spacial license
16,00,506 | 6,13,61:22,16,119) fees on the renters or sud-reuter during tha earrer
1000508 | So00t s s during the currcucy of the
1660450 | 5.9%4912,55953|  Present leases.
1852593 | 6,40,193(21,92,786 N\ ati Rat 3
o | Tra i 7. The Ab}cm. R enus of tht? whole Presidency for
90.56,382 | 7,73,310128,29,602) the last 15 years is given in the margin. :

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.
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