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No. 46. Read the following letter from J. SILVER, Esg., Collector of Tinnevelli; to T3
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 6th

January 1860, No. 5.

In continuation of my letter to Mr. Bourdillon of the 29th December, I have now the
honor to request that you will lay before the Government, the enclosed copy of a repdft from
my Assistant, Mr. Garstin, dated Tuticorin, the 8d January.

2. Tn my letter of the 29th ultimo, I gave a positive contradiction to the allegation of
three merchants of Tuticorin, that their cotton carts were seized and forced to carry Gavern-
ment salt, 1 had taken every precaution against impressment, both by orders to the subor-
dinate native servants, and by sending my Assistant to the spot, expressly to superintend
the shipment of the salt, and be a check upon any thing like compulsion.

3. Although quite satisfied that the allegations were untrue, I considered that they shuold
be met by a specific answer from Mr. Garstin, who was the immediate responsible officer on
the spot, and this I now beg to lay before Government. Among the papers sent to me by Mr.
Garstin, is a declaration from the bandymen employed, stating that they were not only willing
to work, for there was no compulsion and good wages, but begging they might be employed
if another vessel called for salt; and a declaration from the Chetties or brokers who
supply cotton to the merchants, that the cart drivers had refused to bring their cotton into the
town through ignorance and fear of impressment, but as for themselves, they had explained
matters to the cartmen, and would supply carts for Government work, for there was no com-
I am sure the Government will read this with pleasure.

again,

pulsion and good pay.

4. 1 further beg to request the marked attention of Government to the manner in which
this compleint has been made. The merchants at Tuticorin have been at all times, willing
and ready enough to address me, on any subject requiring my attention. These three
merchants well knew, that had even one single cart been impressed, a statement from them
posted at Tuticorin in the evening, would have been in my hands the following morning ; and
that the subject would have met with immediate redress. Two out of the three, were at that
onstantly corresponding with me, both publicly and privately, but neither officially

yery time ¢
nor unofficially, was so much as an allusion to this subject made by them. Had their com-

plaint had the slightest foundation, 1 would have been the first person to have heard of it
Besides this, as Mr. Garstin remarks, it appears to be the act of a small clique, for it is not

signed by the other merchants of the place.
5. Mr. Garstin’s indignation at these groundless allegations is very natural, andif the
ce have any respect for the credit of the mercantile community, they will

Chamber of Commer
not pass over without their marked reprobation, such misrepresentations being made over {0.

them.

From J. H. GARSTIN, Esq. Assistant Collector; to J. SILVER, Fsq., Collector of
Tinnevelli, dated Tuticorin, 3rd January 1860. ;

I.have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, No. i181,
and beg to state that the complaint made by three merchants of Tuticorin, is entirely without
Last year, and the year before, which were I believe, the two

foundation, and altogether false.
first years during which any salt was exported from this place, the bandies were seized if
wanted, wherever they could be found, and compelled to do the work ; they were, moreover,

paid extremely badly (at the rate of one anna per trip, during the year before last, and two annas
Jast year,) when the fact is taken into consideration that food for bullocks and water are not
a this place, and in addition, that the ground over which the bandies have to
h, and exhausting the bullocks very
iles, yet such were the difliculties
ipsa day, and for this they got six
e, the first order 1 gave was,

plaint of ill usage or extor-

easily procurable i
travel is a deep sandy soil, very difficult to move throug

much, and although the distance is short, viz. from 1to 14 m
of the transit, that the bandies seldom made more than three tr
But this has now become obsolete; and on my arrival her

annas.
as to be used, and that, if I got any com

that no force of any sort W
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tion on the part of peons or other subordinate officials, that I should have such persons at once
dismissed. The salt Chowkeydar, the Tahsild4r, and the Police Amin, can corroborate these
statements. Seeing that under the forcible system the work was unwillingly done, it became
under the new rules not only a matter of policy, but one of necessity to Taise the rate of pay,
which I accordingly did, giving a verbal order to the Police Amin to that effect, and engaging for
the first vday’s work some twenty bandies that had come in from the northern tAlugs with cotton
for Mr. Hardy. These bandies were standing outside Mr. Hardy’s screwhouse when I went
to call on him ; and as I took my leave I said to him, that I should endeavour to persuade them
to undertake the transit of salt. In this, I was seconded by Mr. Hardy’s writer, who inter-
P‘_eted for me C_a’fefu“y to the bandymen, that they would be paid at the rate of four annas per
:{::)’n :;a!:ll::i;fg thf;,h::or}:g like to .gaiu th.at, that they had better be present at the salt pan
S eg ami $is thez accordmgly did, and engaged to work for the one day only. To
Siisadiroen cémp'\ained ol ?t’;‘:tmf;:nmg to see the work begun. In the evening some of the
i w0 oA s -I”oli g had OI.!ly had two annas a trip given 10 them. 1 told
e ‘ a2 Amin to give them four annas a trip, and I would see ‘that
y gotit” Thenext morning I saw the Police Amin,

e e meRey asl Tiveoted; anlite i and asked him why he had mot
B e Mo i 7 lt; ; and he said he had only given them half, as he was waiting for
gt ie Collector. 1 then learnt from him, that these bandies had gone away;

g the night, saying, that on their return with more cotton, they would ask for the

remainder, .
er. They have not as yet returned ; but I deny most emphatically, that any foree at

all wa d
s used to compel these bandymen to do what they did of the work ; they were allowed to

come and g i
et a?x:: p?r?::y 1;1;3&. I then sent the Police Amin, a written order to pay at the rate
bttt ek it t?c;ttm :;I;“lzd what 1 had done to you, It was no fault of mine, that some
S dvier R s ::s own their bundles at night outside the town, and ran off. They
720 PIEERET N A tk}: c“mel;t days ; x}nd they were not aware of the new rules in foree.
suade the bandymen to work at t“: fla yo:atricter orders, that noddoee was to be used to per-
lunteering first for one tri thé : salt; and in a very short time, 1 had plenty of bandies ¥o°
RS S;ndien or .tt'fso, then for a whole day, and so on till lately, I bave had
0 get a fresh supply of gunn : working at once, and indeed s0 many were there, that I'had
time has salt been shipped w';h :?:ii;t‘lhee;:ﬁbshowhyd“fhas informed me, that at ;o previouns
‘but directly they saw that they got their mon:;i v'fkl::n b:l?e:;y:::l‘ :"e % e g oo
one their work, they were

only too glad to be steadily en i
discharged at once. y evgaged atit. Whenever & bandyman wanted to go away, he was
; ’

1 have told the Poli ‘
S aehet oF handisads i A Amin to furnish me with : :
ies discharged, during the time the ship was bein:llad:nde:l:!eﬁ i :h;
, which statemen

enclose toget,her with one fr W a mahazurnamah from the bandymen

5 om the salt Ch m y

! | V) .keydar, and i

WhQ are here no W, to the'eﬁec‘:n that they have worked vullmgl and of their own ‘acconl
1 1y N

I have, since writin 2
g the above, called
he was told b . » called on Mr. Hard P
old by some Chetties, that the bandies were ee:rzeg ;fo:nzxt[:::;tmn, and:e says that
e one night on issuing

from Mr. Kinnear’ i
s premises about 12 o'clock, saw a large number of bandi
andies about 100 in

number, collected there, a

, and two peons watchin

: them ;

st il et W S, o sl detaiged :x; ,thand on the strength of this, he calmly
2 € peons,

vernment peons. Now i ' w
“Kachahii, and all ‘the ba:!;;e:a:g ‘7]“‘: '»hﬂ.t g i premises h:‘;?"?: ?;d‘“es-‘ iy (E‘O“
P PR S v salf oyed m'salt transit were collected there efr Puh‘ce P
B 1 R V.p\nn, which ‘was often the case. Therefor e;-y n_‘ght, when
PR S i 218 »rgther~.e:jusxly-accouxxted for; besides if the’ A
pames, or to find out -fromqth: :,::: BT, R Ko get :;e.mo encrss
in that case to reportit. Itis oddymen,‘ 2 Doy S veully demimd agai i nu'mbe:“ s
e i AT i e :10:; :::g: ‘:hzse;three gentlemen did n?):“:::x:;::i: :11,11:3;1

y N ’ usiness in co

U o o, st iy S o s i
3 uTl witd ’h ghtto my not{ce the fact that the band andies being seized,
ndles outside the town, rather than bring them inside thinkingn &menh R RS
i at they would be seized

as last year, and is informi :
1 )“ ,:v on his informing me of it, I gave the strictest
to be allowed. . orders that no impressment ‘was

-
-
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I have called on Mr. Hardy to make good his statements and should he fail, he will, I believe,

lay himself open to an action for libel, in which case I shall proceed against him and his friends
in the Civil Court. Itis impossible for me, when ordered to proceed to Palamcottah, or Chip-
pecolum, or else where, on urgent business, to personally superintend the behaviour of peons
at Tuticorin. Ido all I can by giving orders, and if no complaints reach me, I naturally sup-
pose that my orders are attended to. I must protest both in your name and in my own, against
the unfair manner, in which this complaint has been forwarded to Government. I believe I am
not wrong in stating, that some little time ago, Government issued an order that no anonymous
petitions would be received, and that mo petitions would be attended to, unless forwarded
through the Collector. But these three gentlemen, in any thing buta straight forward manner, sent
their complaint to the Chamber of Commerce, and whilst we are in total ignorance of such a pro=-
ceeding, an angry dispatch from Government arrives, to know our reasons for setting at noughg
their proceedings. Mr, Hardy very philosophically says, that it is impossible to put a stop to
the extortions and irregularities of the subordinate native servants. Why then do they make a
complaint about what cannot be helped. But I am determined, that I will put a stop to these
kind of things, whenever they cume to my notice ; and I shall feel grateful to these gentlemen if
they can make good their statements, so as to enable me to do so. Itismno doubt annoying to
these gentlemen, t0 have their cotton bales thrown down outside the town ; but why then do
they not use their influence with the bandymen to assure them, that Government will protect
them. Surely these gentlemen have some little faith in Government’s assertions, if the bandy-
men have not and to protect their own interests, they should endeavour to assure them, that they
will be always allowed to come and go as they like.

Mr. Hardy says that he can prove his statements through the Chetties, who are the con-
tractors for the conveyance of the eotten to the screws, and who complained as he says, to him
of the annoyance they were put to by having their bandies seized. 1 have summoned all the
chief Chetties in the place, and they have told me that on the salt being begun to be exported,
they were afraid their bandies would be seized as formerly, and at once complained of the hard-
ship, which they had formerly suffered on that account, and which they imagined would happen
1o them again ; but that in two or three days, seeing that the bandies were not seized, they were
quite at their ease on the point. T have taken a deposition from them to that effect, which I
enclose. 1 think, I have shown as clearly as possible that the complaint was quite unnecessary
and unfounded, and T hope that the gentlemen who have fancied themselves aggrieved, will have
the candour to acknowledge their error, as 1 have no wish to be litigious until all other endea-

“yours have failed to vindicate my own actions.

FE—— )

No. 47. ORDER THEREON, 25th January 1860, No. 122.

Communicated to the Chamber of Commerce, in continuation of the order 7th January
1860 No. 48.

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Deputy Secretary to Government.
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