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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
18th July 1860.

- :
No. 206.  Read the following letters from Lieutenant. Colonel W. H. HORSLEY, Chief
Engineer, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Chepauk
4th July 1860, No. 2,282 :—
1. I have the honor to forward herewith for the information of Government, and for com-
munication, should the Government see fit, to
Letter from District Engineer, dated 16th June the Conservator of Forests, a report from the
1860, No. 249, with one enclosure. Acting "District Engineer of Kurnool, on the
: Nallamalai forests. 4

~ e

these forests. He considers the hill sides and valleys most favorable for the growth of teak, which;
with proper management, the forests might be made to yield in large quantities, and he adverts
to the necessity of some measures of conservancy being established to prevent an mdxscmmwaae
and wasteful cutting of timber, which, if permitted to continue, will be the means of destroying
the only forests, from which timber can be obtained for bmldmg purposes in the I&umooig
Bellary, and Cuddapah Districts.

3. Lieutenant Beckley is of opinion that the present mode of obtainiog a revenue from
the timber of the forests in question is objectionable, from the facilities it affurds for evading
the payment of tax, and he suggests a system which he consxdm‘s less liable to abuse,.

4. Lieutenant Beckley adverts to the rapidly increasing demand for timber in the above
Districts, and recommends the appointment of Captain Nelson of Siddaptir, as Assistant Conser-
' vator of Forests, as that Officer. possesses much influence over A numemus jungle tribe, and. is
peculiarly fitted for such work.

5. He farther recommends that the forest lmd adjacent to the Nandi Canama Gh4t should
be preserved for Public Works, all cutting by private individuals bemg-etnu]y prohibited.

6. This, however, does not seem to me to be either desirable or necessary. If proper care
be taken to prevent improper and wasteful felling of trees, I see no reason why the public
‘should not have the advantage of procuring timber from the neighbourhood of the Nandi Canama

Ghét as well as the Government. :

—

From Lleutenaut T. BECKLEY, Acting District Kogineer of Kurnool, to the Deputy Chief
: Engineer, Northern Circle, dated Kuenool, 16th Juve 1860, No. 249.

i HEvmu observed that the state of the forests of Southern have lately excited the atten-
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Madras, and that measures are consequently being
-1dopted for their preservation, I have the honor to forward the following report on the jungles
of the Nallamalais, hoping that attention being drawn to their extent and manifest i importance,
some kind of conservancy may be established to prevent a wasteful and indiscriminate cutting
of timber, that if permitted to continue much longer, will most assuredly destroy the only foresrs
fiom which timber can be obtaived for buildings in the Kurnool, Bellary and Cuddapah Districts.

9. The whole area of the Nallamalai jungles in this District may be computed at 8, 00()
square miles, but south of the Nallamalais, the hills ‘do not appear favorable for the growth of
nmbet and the behs of Junulc on_ either side a“ tbe h;lls easy of accéss to woodﬁenttén av

.

the umber bearmg g&ct is rednced to 2,100 square m:les, of thm»perhtps‘
m'Ieé is good forest Iarﬂ

timber ﬁhar :mght with good management. be obtained from thm area 3.1 have no oubt,

that owing to a small rainfall and excessive dryness of atmusphera, the growth of trees is fa
“glower here than in the "Wainad, Salem and most other jungle, and am perfectly aSs/ured f’rqE
. pqraona-l obsexvauzns that the forest have been very much overcut during the last two years,

9. TLieutenant Beckley gives a description of the different kinds of trees to be met with in
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