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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
17th July 1860.
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No. 186. Read the following letter from G. N. TAYLOR, Esq., InAm Commissioner, to
J. D. BOURDILLON, E‘sq‘., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated

Madras, 3rd July 1860 :—
1. Before replying to the Order of Government, dated 14th May 1860, No. 769, on the

petition of Amin Bi, I;&imdir of Cokkipaun in the Masulipatam District, I was anxious to’
obtain the recor.d of the former enquiry held in the Collector’s Office, but as these papers have

not yet been furnished to me, I deem it unnecessary to defer my report any longer.

2, I beg to submit a copy of the Register containing the Deputy Collector’s decision in the
case, and the remarks in review by one of my Special Assistants C. Rangéichérlu. The Govern-

ment will ohserve that the Petitioner’s opponent, Sheik Hussain, is a descendant of the original -

grantee, and his father's name appears in Cazalet’s Register, the standard account of the District,
as a joint holder of the Indm together with the Petitioner’s predecessor, whose descent from the
original family seems spurious. The exact relationship which subsists between the parties, and
the circumstances under which the family of the Petitioner’s opponent, Sheik Hussain, lost pos-
session of the land, it would now be difficultand perhaps impossible to discover even by a minute
re-investigation,of the case; and this course seems unnecessary as the long enjoyment by the
Petitioner is undisputed, and adverse pogse'ssion for a longer period than 12 years must be recog-
nized as primd facie evidence of a good title.

3. In regard to the manner in which a diffegent decision was arrived at, I beg to explain
that Séshayar Séstri, jn the first instance altogether rejected the claim of Sheik Hussain, who
appealed to me by Petition, which was referred to the Deputy Collector by endoxsement
requesting him to record the statements of the claimant on the Register, and pointing out to him,
at the same time, that actual possession supported by the present enquiry could not be disturbed.
The subsequent decision of the Deputy Collector went in review before the Special Assistant
Rangécharlu, who confirmed it with reference to the fact of right and partial enjoyment stated
in the Register. ObLserving a complete concurrence of opinion between the deciding and
reviewing Officers ; and believing that the settlement of the matter had given satisfaction to
both parties, [ countersigned the Register and the title-deed was prepared accordingly.
Meanwlxile, it appears that three petitions were received in my Office from Amin Bi, one addressed
to myself, one to Rangéchdrlu, and one to Mr. Marcar. “All couched inthe same terms and
appealing against Séshayar's decision, .The charge of the Petition department having, for thebetter
despatch of business, been delegated to Mr., Marcar, these three addresses went in the ordinary
course before that Officer, who after ascertaining that the case had been decided ; furnished to the
Petitioner’s the usual endorsement referring them to the Courts for the adjustment of their claims.
The order of Special Assistant is before the Government. In ignorance of all the merits of
the case, he erred in referring the parties actual:y in possession to the Civil Court, and he was
also in error in passing a final endorsement on an appeal Petition without reference to myself.
Care will be taken for the future that all such orders receive my previous assent, in order that
an opportunity may be afforded me of reviewing the case if necessary. "

4, Séshayar Séstri states in explanation grf his decision, that, he attached md?é im};o"tané"‘e'
to the question of right than to present enjoyment : and it was evidently under this impression
that he allowed statements of enjoyment adduced by Sheik Hussain to appear on thevRegister
without sufficient serutiny ; which led to the recognition of his title in this Office. Séshayar wa;

not singular, however, in this opinion : the majority of the Deputy Collectors were for some =
little time under the impression that this Department had succeeded to the authority hithertg o,

exercised by the Revenue Officers to adjudicate upon rights to Inams as between individual
claimants. This impression has been long since removed, but the Indmdérs are not easily

divested of the idea that this is a final settlement and determinative of private rights in Indins,

as well as a commutation of the right of Government. Much of the satisfaction produced by
our Proceedings is owing to the patient investigation by the Deputy Collectors of disputed
claims.  Unitisg, as they do, the former fanctions of the Tabstldir and of the Collector—the
inquiring and the deciding Olficers—considerable good is often effected by their amicable settle.
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