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S e s e RS e et . . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
e T e D S R s e R e, 9th July 1860-

e e
i

; £ AP No. 89. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th June 1860,
; St - e 7~'\_ o e _ No. 2,960 :—

T e 3 Read again Jetter from the Collector of Malabar, dated 6th March 1860, No. 51, stating in reply

to Board’s Proceedings, that his opinion that the fiscal administration of Laccadive .

= e SR I S N e i e S 3% 0 : . Islands might be improved was founded on the supposition that the Bibi would consent
: yer it St e e S e M S e g ; to the permanent transfer of those Islands to Government.

e e S Sam T R R TR ' : ; (In Cons., 15th March 1860, No. 1,194.)
Read also letter from the same Officer, dated 12th June 1860, No. 116, eXpl'éssing his

inability to suggest any changes which the Bibi would be likely to adopt in return for a remis-
sion of the interest due by her.

, Tl T i , (In Cons., 19th June 1860, No. 2,956.)

et REE AT e o R e 4T 2 : Lo 1. Resolved that the above letters together with a copy of the Board’s Proceedings,

No. 1,459, dated 22nd March 1860, be submitted for
In Cons., 20th February 1860, No. 793. the consideration and orders of Government, with refer-.
ence to paragraph 8 of their Proceedings in the
Revenue Department, No. 257, dated 18th February 1860. g
9. It appears that the suggestion of the Collector of Malabar, that arrangements might be
effected for the better adimnistration of the Laccadive Islands without prejudicing the Bibf’s just
. Ty i e interests was based on the supposition of her permanently relinquishing the management of the
3 -4 Islands to Government. Under no other circumstances does Mr. Grant entertain a hope of
any real reforms being introduced.

»

‘ ; 4 3. Under these circumstances theve is no alternative but to continue the attachment, as
- ¢ : £, - ' e “ ; ' ordered by Government until the Bibi has paid all her arrears, principal, interest and charges.

b d = 4. When this is done and the Islands are restoved to the Bibi it will probably be found
. that the grewing intelligence and independence of the people and experience they now have
had of a more enlightened Government, will compel the Bibi to reform her administration.

: i ‘ ¢ } : (A true Extract.)
‘ - ; > ‘ (Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

1 ORDER THEREON, 9th July 1860, No. 1,128.
i , e : Ordered to be recorded.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.




S il et i ST 2

No. 1459,
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BoARD oF REVENUE, dated 22nd March 1860.

Read the following letter from P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, Yort St. George ; dated Calicut, 6th March 1860, No. 51.

In reply to Proceedings Madras Government, and their Order thereon, dated February 18th, 1860,
No. 257, 1 beg to inform you, that my remark, that arrangements might be made, which, without
affcting the just infetests of the Bin, would tend to the prosperity of the Islanders (Laceadive), was
made on the supposition that the Bibi would give upthe Islands to the direct management of the
Government. . : - ‘

2. The pature of those arrangements I cannot of course lay down at present, as I contemplated
that it would be necessary that some European Authority should visit the Islands, and that on receipt
of his Report detailing their Resources, and pointing out the various means which might be adopted for
their amelioration, some mode of settlement more equitable to all*parties and less objectionable than
the present Monopoly, might be followed, without prejudicing the rights of the Bibi.

3. 1If the expressions used by me tended to lead Government to think that steps for the improve-
mont of the Tslands might be easily adopted, T certainly erred ; for their inaccessibility for five months of
the year, proves a great bar to good management, and is a source of considerable anxiety when one has
to trust so much to an unwilling Agency, composed of Mapilks. Every one dislikes the Islands; there
are few comforts to be had ; and as the whole population is Mapilla, no one of another caste will take
service on them. A

In Con. 23d Jan, 1860, The Board understood Mr. Grant in his letter, dated 14th January 1860, to
mean that the Bibi might be induced to introduce, certain administrative reforms in return for the
remission of the large sum still due by her as Interest on her arrears.

9. They wish to know whether Mr. Grant thinks she would consent to such an arrangement.

The Reports of Mr. Thomas and Mr. Robinson on the Islands, will, the Board think, enable the Col-
lector to specify the desirable reforms. :
] (A true Copy and Extract.) T .
T / ! (Sig“ed) : J . Do' SIM’
9 Secretary.
P. GRANT, Bsq., Collector of Malabar. g 3

Bxd. J. Wright.
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meantime, thenew police

-

A ©In Cow., 197 Juxe 1860, No. 2,056,
“ ° Prom P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of MALABAR,
S | dated Calicat, 12th June 1860, No. 116,
i have received Proceedings Board of Revenue, No. 1,459, dated 22nd 'f"aveh‘flS(iO.
2. Unless the Bibi can be prevailed on to give up the direct managem ent of the Laccadive
[slaigs, Tnai ab a loss to state what improved system of fiscal administration can be recommended,

for 1 feel pretiy conﬁdcﬂt: that the Bibi will not listen to any suggestions, indicating a change from
o onoly,. A persual of the records connected with the affairs of the Laccadives since

e present monopoly.. : o : ‘
(792, leads me fo tiis conélasion, as the Bibi bas steadily and persistenily resisted all overtures advo-

sating improvement. . $ ‘ Wy
"2, Until the Islands were sequestered@y our Government on account of arrears of peshkash in
1854, the unfortunate Islanders were at the mercy, in'a great measure, of the Bibi’s agents, and judging
*rom what T have read: and heard personally, they do not wish to be placedin a like posifion again.
T'o place the l'slandg; ona soun'd. fiscal basis, a Revenue Survey of them .is required, for at present our
information of theit resources 1s most meagre, The fullest statistics of their products are given in
o ey MM!‘ RObin!anzs'fgpQrt, but these refer t0 a state of circmnstaﬁéés existing prior
mttd‘%chW‘m& ~ to the iuugd;timﬁn 1847, and ave now perfectly inapplicable, as Cécqanut trees,
which c.onst,itutda’th@ chief item yielding yejenué, were, in that year, blown down by thousands.
4. . The,Islands are again ;ecoverit}g, but are very-far from having attuined that condition which

existed prior to the storm. : | . N .
5. ‘The best thing that can be done for the Islands and their inhabitants, under existing circum-
stances, is, -I.bélievé, to retain them under sequestration, until the interest due is liquidated. In the
. will be established on them, and in the course of years, the Bibi may find
that a change of fiscal administration is desirable on her own account. ¥ '
6. -Constant’ intercourse with the maintand of late years, has rendered the people much
more independent and less manageable, than they were ; and this fﬁl?&%)gnm to grow ; so that

unless the Bibi is able to *command some very cousiderable aid, h

suffer much.
«7. Messrs.

Robinson’s and Thomas’ reports donob touch on the sﬁioj’_éc_’t of the imi:ro;vemem" ]
of the Islands. e \ ‘ :

r—— A —

Exd. J. Tulloch

nopolies are likely to W
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© 7Y No.9,960.
PROCEEDINGs of THE BoARD or REVENUE, dated 26th June 1860.
Read again letter from the Collector of Malabar, dated 6th March 1860, No. 51, stating in reply

to Board’s Proceedings, that his opinion that the fiscal administration of Laccadive Islands wight be
improved was founded on the supposition that the Bibi would consent to the permanent transfer of

those Islands to Government. .
"¢ .+ (InCon., 15th March 1860, No. 1,194.) .
Read also lgﬁer from the same Officer, dated 12th June 1860, No, 116, expressing ‘his inability ~~ ~ “f o 3
to suggest any changes which the Bibi would be likely to adoptin return for a remission»&f‘ihgt.” e S
interest due by her. | o g & 9
- (In Con., 19th June 1860, No. 2,956.) ST S TR
Resolved that the above letters together with a copy of the Board’s Proceediné;v,"ﬂﬁ;‘lgfl-ég,? ‘:

dated 22nd March 1860, be submitted for the consideration and’

Ta Con., 20th February 1860, No. 793. orders of Government, with reference to paragraph 3 of their
Proceedings in the Revenue Department, No. 257, dated 18th
February 1860.

9, Tt appears that the suggestion of the Collector of Malabar, that arrangements might be
effected for the better administration of the Laccadive Islands without prejudicing the Bibi’s just
interests was based on the supposition of her permanently relinquishing the management of the Islands
to Government. Under no other circumstances does Mr, Grant entertain a Lope of any real reforms
being introduced. -

3. Under these circumstances there is no alternative but to continue the attachment, as ordered
by Government untill the Blle has paid all her arrears, principal, interest and charges,

4
4. When this is done and the Tslands are restored to the B{bi it will probably be found that the
growing intelligence and independence of the people and experience they now have had of a more o
enlightened Government, will compel the Bibi to reform her administrg.tion.

-

(A true Extract.)

/ Seeretarys s
To J. D. Bourdillon, Edq, Secretary to Government, R. D,

Copy to P. Grant, Eg’q-. Collector of Malabar. - P
\ : 7 N

ES K27

Exd. J, Wright,
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