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No. 61. Read the following letter from Mr. JAMES OUCHTERLONY, to J. D.
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Ootacamund,
2]st June 1860 : — . ‘ '

-

1, My attention has been drawn to certain “ Official” Papers published in the Madras Joﬁr-

" pals on the subject of Coffee Land Taxation in Waindd, amongst which there appears a Memo-

candum from yourself containing remarks upon me personally and upon my acts, which are so
invidious in their character, and withal in their assertions so unfounded in fact, that, aithough
should not otherwise presume to offer comment upon the Proceedings of Government, I

"~ consider myselfjustiﬁed under present circumstances in claiming to be heard by it in the matter.

2. 1 am alluding to paragraph 11 of your Memorandum of the 29th February, which runs

g

“ 11, One word on another point. In reply to tfle objections urged by Messrs. Lascelles

~ thus:— e : ¢

T and Barnes, that under,the” plan of taxing cultivation only, European speculators would buy
: “':‘;.P large tracts of_rg;e' and keep the land out of the hands of real Planters for many years,

t the President said * somuch the better” and that such transactions would advance the seitle-
« ment of . the country. 'This answer surprised me. Whenever I have heard the President
“ épe&kv 3t land.jobbing' it has been to condemn n, but, as it égems to me, the speculations
« referred to would be pure land-jobbing. This is just what Mr. Ouchterlony has done for

_ « years, and is doing. He has held 20,000 acres for ten or twelve years, and has only 900 planted.
o« The remaining 19,000 acres of the finest Coffee land in the country (so Dr. Cleghorn describes
« jt) is kept in forest because he will not sell. ~He might get a large price forit; but he

“ prefé‘iil' to keep it as forest, not even that the price inay rise still higher, bat becausév he does

¢ pot want to have competition for labor.” | |
3. I must confess that these confident assertions of fact have somewhat astonished me.

It is not that even if substantially correct, they could make out more than that, under the laws
which govern the rights of property—as enunciated by His Excellency Sfr C. Trevelyan at the
conference alluded to—1I was dealing with property as I was perfectly justified in doing, viz.,
according to my own views of expediency ; but that the drift of your remarks so obviously takes

_ an offensive interpretation, and that, in one of your highand known character, I ought equally to
 have felt myself safe from such random assertions,and have found a guarantee that personal remarks
would have been preceded by a verification of the ground on which they were made to rest.

4. Before coming to questions of fact T may be permitted to as'k.'ﬁba-t‘i‘s @e real m'eaning
of this ¢ pure land-jobbing,” which is so freely laid to my charge, and which you apparently
deem so open to condemnation. In its ordinary sense jobbingf’ app!
selling” as a gontinued and successive operation, according to the
dealings in the public fundsy viz., "StocliJobbi’g.” t you app %M
purchase and ndfsale, *d yet, this’ what, in the inf: of B ish €
Jutely encouraged by Her Majesty Governmr For whatis .

4 ¢’ g £ ; :

5. In the early settlement of a Colony, la

minimum price. Itis from th? exertions
the Colony acqﬁ'ges an addedwvalu

el .

- more especially Govern: ntu(é Wge_

the enhanced value of the waste land he had secured
, 8 #ral_ t of the ard "gue to his early ente
7 Iheasure_my case ey . I was equally a pioneer in the eXy
ent of Coffee p.lanting‘ # Nilgiri ! zudalﬁr Pass, where I first co ‘
y@¥caltivation. In alin : of a new Colony were there pré§
ge W o resident po‘ulat'«» le digtance—no articles of food tg

‘l'ue'sp“ —we had no roads (p ‘ . xxolice, and no Law save at Co
nt e reached. Labor d had, in fadt, t¢"Be imported from a remote dist

rsf being ?nly ob“*_minecywith ifficulty, a’ then gften scared away by the solitariness *of the
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spot and an .undeﬂned dread of evil in the minds of the cooljes D : |
engendered in the minds of most of those who had embarked 6 h S st p
i : : Ked wit
who successively withdrew from it. But atlength a bright issue atte ’;‘e
only say, let the changed aspect of the country around in res ect nf s ”?e ‘-‘f.f""s? e
effect has been upon the general interests. If I then had been tl?e ac: 'C“l“‘"‘;“’“ P
uirer at the commencement

of any extent .of waste .land, on what principle could it be saiq
added value given to this by my own exertions, that I was not entitled to the

in the enterprise, and

as one part of their legitimat
i Sy ' : Ers e reward ?
there is irllli;:n:f;r:oav:; ev?f.’ .asnde b .Of the question, T may still b i

quisition of land, which makes such 4 t s permitted to ask what
character of investment ? If A. B. is willing to dispose of | S Albentiium Sy Sthot
the idea that it may acquire au increased value: iy
character, can possibly be drawn between such a S};e

public funds, in shares of a public company

S dla who purchases under
istinction, especially of a moral

culati
2 S ;jlt:on and' that of a purchaser in the
¥ article or articles of produce ?

8. I have taken the libert i i
y on this ocecasion to i
f thi ¢ o e intrude th i
E:(:a(‘)lse };}sntlemll‘ 'land i])obbmg,' not only because of your appliz::i)ove ?r}ef remarks upon the
y having ol served it employed, and always in an p on of it to myself, but also
papers. Jobbing, in this country as elsewhere Ofiensive sense, in other official

g 3 g is usuall : >
action, an ; s 4
, and espec_’ally designates an abuse of official Oppon\at.ed with some crooked trans-
; ‘tumity.  Were su
ch an agency

ate
nterest to further the acquisition of land, a
a purchase freely and openly conducted ? :

9. I now proceed to the most
3 st unpleasant part of
hesitate, ere enterin i part of the duty for
beli g upon it,to state my full assurance tyi] ced upon me; but I shall not
elieve you were correctly stating questions of fact, [ sh l:l at unless you had been led to
) ou

a contradiction to your assertions regarding myself and m %3 ha..Ve the present pain of giving
10.  You first say then, that I have ¢ held 20 000 Y proceedings.
’ a

e O'ﬂly 900 pla.nted." The ﬁrst ar 1
t of i
i desiralin P this is contrar

er
: :: f:‘)r ten or twelve years, and have
act, and the second conveys an

11. The land I at present i
: possess is held unde
R s sUbch N i i ot thisrnt(\)v;)nDeeq(sl. The earliest, of the date you
consider

elevation for Coffee i : ab S
s L s, f:emde.s vtrhat is embraced in slopes too stee !e proportion is of too great
il WbichOt:bsmﬂ:r land.  Of the balance, 2,800 aI:,re:,“ grass land, and in other
s ) . o
failure of arrangements v:i‘tl}tx £ 0 :cres are under cultivation; an?lre :PP’? i it
_ wo other parties, th ; » but for the accidental
Coffee land undisposed of in this first tract s Tht:'elwould now remain very little available

comparatively recent acquisition. I have held it for onl?n:ihrlzzld e P
years.

12. You next say that I have r ini
1 ” " emaiging & 19,000
country. Well.Pleased, indeed, should I be to kno acr:: of the finest Coffee land in the
explanation rather interferes with it, and you R S e case ; but the above

esteemed friend, Dr. : foUst excuse my sayin :
i TR th,a i glesg:lorn;hmay estimate the quality of the ciltii;]:?as, however justly my
g een the country and know eland, [ ¢ s
s the deductic » 1 cannot think,
ns

tract, that he will
A at all endorse your computation of quantity to be made from such a

13. But i
: t you proceed, that this 19,000 acres is ¢ kept in f o
ncorrect again. I may not have responded to the wish f o Eevnats. .
- ) e 1 1 0
land .L(, them ; but, it is contrary to fact—as what is stated g
land in forest because I will not sell. e

will not sell.”
¥ perhaps two parties to sell
undantly shows —that | keep

i 14. ¥ou next state that I “might get a large price”
to keep it as forest.” Now to this I might answer
toas at simi ,
Sho‘:l:;n})ewh'u mexlar remark made at the conference, *“ and wh t?
. . n i i

e pm:i:;o;f 0 :vlhat he .thl’nks best with it.” But I shall onl;]ol:’se. Pt < o

a ™ large price’” may be substantially realized, it so ha;:,e’ tha; T

ens that in the nego-

ciations I have now i
e TR sendlng about land, as well as in fornfer instances no price h
) n any occasion mentioned b . ’ price has, as f;
y the parties wishin : : aras]
g to obtain it

for the waste land,
: but that I pref
as His Excellency Sir C. J‘revelyined?;
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15. Lastly, you observe that I thus act, not even to get a higher price for my Jand, but
because 1 do not want to have competition for labor.” If you had said that I purposely
took-an interest myself in every estate opened in my first tract of land, in order to guard the
seneral interests embarked in the early plantations from the injurious consequences of a
:lashing and rivalry with those who must be their bordering neighbors, it would have been

ect ; but T have not the less parted freely with the land. This condition, moreover, hasnot
tions for the disposal of my other land, and, therefore, it is simply

t in negocia
i oppositi on to fact to say that I refuse to part with any of my waste land in order to

prevent competition in labor, as if this indeed were possible in We.zinéiu. _

16. I have been compelled in the foregoing to enter into details and particuiaré that can”
have little interest for Government ; but, under what I may be permitted to call the extraor-
dinary circumstances of an official paper submitted to Grovernment containing reflections upon
an individual’s private affairs, and the subsequent publication of this under the sanf:tion of autho-
rity, I trust I may be deemed entitled to ask that the Honorable the Governorin Council will

allow the same measure of publicity for this denial as has been given to the assertions which

have necessitated its being submitted.

cor
formed an elemen

e e

No. 62 ORDER THEREON, 6th July 1860, No. 1,114. :
1. The Governor in Council much regre

to Mr. Ouchterlony in any official paper.

9, The passage referred to in his letter occurs, ‘
tion oi‘ what precedes it. The present letter clearly shows that sufficient care was not taken to
I

ify the facts ; but in explanation of the term *land-jobbing” on which Mr. Ouchterlony
i .y e;nts it is to be observed that it was only used as indicating an objectionable line
sli).ec";}ly Z‘;m;:e pa’rt'of Government, not as imputing any moral or even social offence to him.
0 po::y'i‘he passage Was not written for publication but as it has inadvertently been mz-lde
public and has given pain to Mr. Ouchterlony, the Government %hdly make al} the reparation
in their power, by publishing also, as requested, that gentleman’s letter and this reply to it.
(Signed) J, D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.

ts that there should have been any cause of offence -

not as substantive assertion, but in illustra-
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