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No. 30. Read the following leter from W._ HAMILTON CRAKE, Esq., Acting Chairman
of the Chamber of Commerce, to T. PYCROI'T, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govern-
_ment, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 30th June 1860 :—

1. 1have the honor by desire of the Madras Chamber of Commerce to acknowledge the
receipt of an Extract from the Proceedings of Government, Revenue Department, dated 26th
May 1860, No. 860, forwarding copies of the correspondence with the Government of India,
and the Board of Revenue, respecting the proposed new Tariff valuations for all India, together

with a_copy of the latter document,* and an intimation that any
* Herewith returned. remarks which the Chamber may have ta offer on the subject, will be
forwarded for the congideration of the Government of India.

9, 'Tha proposed Tariff was forwarded to the Madras Government by the Government of
India, on the 12th December last, and was by the former referred to the local Board of Revenue
on the 5th of January, present year. It was reported upon by that body on the 11th May, and
was returned by this Government to the Government of India on the 18th idem, as ¢ approved.”

3. During the five months this important subject was under consideration, it does not appear
to have occurred to Government, that it would be desirable to consult the mercantile community
upon a subject so deeply affecting the’r interests, and the interests of those they represent.

4. 1am directed to point out, that on all previous occasions of a revision of the Tariff, the
Government have afforded the Chamber an opportunity of making any suggestions on the
subject,—but in the present instance, the Chamber only learnt by accident, that the matter. had
been referred to the Board of Revenue ; on application being made, the Chamber was informed,
that the Tariff had already been approved of, and forwarded to the Government of India.

5. The Chamber cannot but contrast this apparent want of consideration for the mercantile
interests of this Pre¢idency with the conduct of the Bombay Government in the same matter. In
that Presidency, the Government has appointed a numerous Committee of Merchants and others,
with the Collector of Sea Customs as Chairman, to consider and report upon the whole subject.

6. Alithough the Chamber fears that any remarks it may now offer will be of little avail,
looking to the interval that has elapsed since Government returned the Tariff to Calcutta with
their approval, I am desired to submit the following observations upon the most important
items connected with the Import Tariff, viz., the-great staples ¢ Yarns,” “ Piece Guods,” and
 Metals,” and to annex a list of all the articlés, the valuations of which are proposed to be
increased, with such remarks as appear called for in the case of each item.

&« Cotton Y. arn.”—By far the larger portion of our import of this article consists of No. 40s,
and by taking this number, we may fairly estimate the effect of the increased valuations upon
the whole import of Twist. '

The present valuation of No. 40s. is 3 Annas 5 Pice per Morah, and it is proposed to increase
it to 4 Annas 6 Pice per Morab, the latter valuation being equal to Rupees 2-13 per bundle of
51bs., in Bond, a duty of ten per cent. upon this valuation equals Rupees 0-4-6 per bundle,
making the Tariff valuation of duty paid No. 40s. Rupees 3-1-6 per bundle, a valuation far in
excess of the average price of this number,

From the importance of the Calcutta market the prices of Twist there, regulates the value
of Yarn in this; and we find on a reference to the records of the Calcutta market that the value
of ordinary 40s. bas been in the stated years as follows : —

In 1854—4 Annas per Morah or Rupees 2 8 0 per 5 lb. Bundle.

1855—3 do. 10 Pice do. S g g do.

1856—4 do. “do. A 280 do.

1857—was a year ot great fluctuation, and consequently no fair average can be struck.

1858—prices ranged from 4 Annas to 5 Annas and 6 Pice per Morah, or Rupees 2-8 to
3-7 per bundle.

1859—was a year of unexampled high prices, and it would be unjust to take it as a
guide in fixing the future valuation of the article.

The Chamber proposes that the value be fixed at 4 Annas, instead of 4 Annas 6 Pice per
Morah, equal to Rupees 2-8 per 5 1b. bundle, which, with 10 per cent, duty would bring the
value up to Rupees 2-12 per bundle, a fair average price. '
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: On the higl : e ] . - . E - : 1 v
2 ek g,fner(j(():ounts ({3 l‘n‘n the new rates tell still more heavily : for i the . The Chamber has proposed certain modifications in the valuation of other articles of Piece
sed value for 60s. would make them Rupees 4-2 vily § for inslance, \ . ies. Mulls, Musli 3 .

1854, 55, 56 anc N < pees 4-2 8 per bundle, whi . Goods, such as Cambries, Mulls, uslins, Lappets, &c., which do not, however, call for special
33, :G and the greater part of 57, they never exceeded 3 e “lulat‘durmg the years | : s
Rupees 3-1-0 per bundle for the best quality, and ¢} fc Annas 8 Pice per Morah, say L notice.

figure. Should the new Tari r 2 ey often were consideral that &
ew Tariff be carried out, the Chamber cannot b e oly und'er B | ey ; )
ot but believe that the import ' « Metals.”—The Chamber regrets to find it 18 proposed to increase the valuation of nearly

ption of Metal imported into this country, as they consider, not only, thatthe present

every descri :
ly high, but that the levy of a heavy duty on rough articles intended to be

Ot‘ t.hlS deSCl‘lp[lon Or [ Wibt Wl“ b(} (_Oﬂb\de] y Y o d l'h lh \]’ s hl 7het
4 ill)l nte r{(_r(- W M 4
1t el adl'ﬂs f :
] pl‘lcc 0 the b o
j" Va]ues are suﬁCl 3 ] ﬁ ]

counts has rarely rezched the proposed high rate of valuati
ailuaation.

. Col st ' | &3 : :
¥ Cha:}:redd Twist. —Al‘though the increase in the valuations of t} - ' : 1 } | worked up into various manufactares, is contrary to t
oy car er :es not consider them excessive, taking the a\;r mlse Yarns is considerables -4 smposts; and is calculated to act most injuriously on the interests both of the European trader
r do not propose g ‘érage valu : ‘ears. o L > : )
propose any reduction from the new Tariff, 8 e of the past five years: - and the Native handicraftsman. The present valuations appear to the Chamber to represent
“Cotton Pi : i the verage value of the several Metals in bond, and as such it recommends their being
¥ on y »__AWhe ¢ :
G ; iece (n)?ds. White Long Cloth and Shirtings, the SR ' aintained
9 to 2 Annas 4 Pice per yard, say from Rupees 4 .2 s, the valuation is raised from 1 Aond r. ' '; & . ;
increase will be seriously felt at Madras, where the b H:S - R,up“"s 5.-13-4 per piece. This B | Z e i
is of 60 and 66, Reed cloths, and upwards, the Cha "} of the importations of white Shirting® -3 In all their remarks on the proposed Tariff, the Chamber has had in view the value of the
tion be reduced to 2 Annas 2 Pice per )'arc; e A )t'r would recommend that the new valua= ‘ ; several articles in bond, and not the market value, which of course includes the import duty ;
> e N ~ . .- .
pees 5-6-8 per piece. i o it cannot be intended to adopt the latter, since that would be tantamount to the levy of duty
“ Grey Shirtings.” —1t is proposed to in \ L .‘ upon duty- It must also be borne in mind that the wholesale quotation of every article is sub-
2 ] Pt T f crease the valuatic E
d \““m‘“ 1 Pie i yard, or more than 100 per cent. on their e Ly Grc"_ goods from 1 Anna £0 <3 ject toa discount of 2% per cent:
11c prul:e of a piece of 40 yards to Rupees 5-3-4 per pi P;ese‘nt valuation, This would bring ¢ !
the ordinary descripti . Qltoad ece, far bey e ' 4 S : § ; . :
largest Ort?ol c:‘c:l‘l)tTOn of Grey Shirtings, weighing fro,m 6} (g ?_"d the average obtained for k[ Tts attention has been drawn to the inconsistency of placing a Tariffvaluation upon * Patent
arges 10 3 3 . : P }
p he imports into this country. 7} pounds, which form the y fuel,” apparently with the intention of levying a duty on it, while Coal and Coke are imported
free: . it oceurs in the old as well as in the new Tariff, but no duty has hitherto been levied, and
= . = 3
In 1854, the price ranged in Calcutta from would recommend its being expunged from the latter.
1855 1 Rupees 3- 6 to Rupees 4- 2 : the Chamber :
3 1899, do. - 2 per piece. :
3 ) 3-8t 4 g . g » 5
» 1856, do. °© » 4-4 do. b : Chamber observes that the present Tariff valuations are in some instances
1857 0 % 36 to ¥ In conclusion, the P
5 2BPTs do. > 3.15 »w 43 do 3 below the average market rate, and they have suggested such an increase in each particularitem
, 1858, pri S M e T 15t0  ,  4.12for7 b. Shirti . : ; : .
]8-9, prices fluctuated very considerably. » 412 for 7 1b. Shirtings- g B as they considered it could fairly bear.
., 1859, was a year of unexampled hi { wi e
7 2 igh prices. £ '
: 2 - ifficulty and confusion in the Weights and Measures em loyed ; that existed in
, The same y pioy
The Chamber proposes that the valuation should b the old Tariff of valuations, are perpetuated in the new one.
per piece, this with 1 ould be 1 An - :
piece, 0 per cent. duty added would come to I{na 9 Pice per yard, or Rupees 4.6 gy )
upees 4-13, a very full price. .
“ Madapollams.”—Whi L
. hite
okl s Gyt M aer:s Plrolposed to be increased from Rupees 2 8 .
old valuation of white Mada P“ -10 to Rupees 2-4 per piece. T} fe“ by Rup'ces e '.
1-14, which represent thei Ut should be maintained, and ‘ e Chasibo sbnsider S84 N |
; present their fair average value in bond » and that of Grey fixed at Rupees 2
. % J 1
¢ Jaconels.” —1t is i
proposed to subje !
o . t thes ‘
opinion of the Chamber the e e goods to a much hig : : :
3-4, and for Grey from Ru e):e m.[e caleulated to bear, viz., for white\fl“mr valuation than in the i
Foisa i hilfank Remr:s Osf ;:10 tf) Rupees 2-4 per et 8 fnzoin I:]upm-s 2.8 to Rupees R ' 3
‘ ol . as v, " ¥ v
Jaconets of ordinary coarse qualit "—5 in Madras and Calcutta durine i the Camber can Ju:ige
have brought from Rupees 1.2 ¥, such as form by far the larg g "4 past five years, Grey A
opinion, that it would 1 *~ up to Rupees 2-2 per piece, d gest portion of those imported. ‘
) he unj h , duty paid ; A
b il dabr i woulﬁu: t? fix the higher value of Ruz;e[;:lll .l;hey are, therefore, of Y
Anna of the extreme averag quu? a price of Rupees 2.1 to net !h. | pe:: piece for Grey, |
{from our market, and there L,?1 mentioned above, White Jaéon Ry witiiESy
et e Chanbar would. L be still less induc Jaconets have almost disappeared
; the Chamber woul ement t : {
uld, therefore, strongly reco 0 mpért them if inerased dutied 18
® mmend that the old rate be maintained. ‘ ‘
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List of Articles the valuation of which has been increased.
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ORDER THEREON, 3rd July 1860, No. 1,097, A.
elay to the Government of

No. 30 A.
Ordered that a copy of this letter be transmitted without d

India. The Governor in Council regrets that by oversight the opinion of the Chamber of

Commerce on the new Tariff was not obtained before.
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.

Ordered in consequence that the fo]lo{aving letter be despatched.
From J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint

‘No. 31.
George, to W. GREY, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, dated 3rd July

1860, No. 1,098 :—

With reference to my letter of the 18th May last, No. 804, I am directed by the Honorable

neil to forward copy of one from the Chamber of Commerce, dated 30th

the Governor in Cou d
e views of the Chamber on the subject of the new Tariff.

June, setting forth tb
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