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of the Madras Governiment, Revenue Department,

Proceedings
11¢h October 1860
g < hals A LR,
No. 177. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th October 1860,
No. 4,596 :—

ar, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,

P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Malab
9th September

Read the following letter from
4 of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated Calicut, 2

Secretary to the Boar
1860, No 187 :—
SIR,

1. I have the honor to submit translate

Munsif of a Plaint® filed against me and the parties
named in the margin, by Vira Varma, Rdja of
Kottayam ; together with the Draft of my pro-
posed answer, and to request, that the sanction

& No. 439 of 1860, before the District

of Tellicherry-

Kotteyagatha Vira Varma, Rdja of Keyelekove-

lagom.

Versus. of Government may be obtained for defending
1. P. Grant, Esq Collector of Malabar. the Suit at the public expense. '
9. Qochamel Ramootty- 2. The Rajé, it will be observed, seeks
3. Manan Ambootty. for a recognition of his alleged proprietary right
4. Padavathy Canan- " to a piece of land granted on Cowle to five of
5. Oochyoma Tholon Coolty- . the other Defendants.
6. Padavathy Kanoth Coonchamboo- 3. The land was part of the bed of a
w_ Poolambil Karinjen. ) river; but as it was capablo of reclamation, it

: was let on Cowle in last Fasli,

t all, the soil of rivers being, by Jus corona@ and local

The . R4j8 possesses no right-to it a
custom, the property of Giovernment.
e that the land lies on the southern side of one appertaining to the R4jd, but this
favor his pretensiops.
his land just mentioned 10 years ago, exempting it from tax

nts then fmm‘-show, that the latter land had the river for its

1t is tru
does not, in the slightest degree,

4. A Patta was granted for
rtain period, and the accow

for a ce
southern natural boundary-

1t was this part of the river which then covered the land which he now claims ; and which,

I may add, is in its present state, bounded on the north by the R4ja’s land above adverted to,
and on the other three sides by the river. Had it been his property, nothing could® have pre-
vented him from letting it at that time to the party to whom he then assigned his own land,
and they would not have failed to reclaim and manage it with that land.

5. 1 deem it proper to mention; that other Jands similarly situated, in the same locality,
and of larger dimensions, were also let on Cowle in last Fasli, and the R4j4 raised his objec-
tions, claiming the lands as his property; but his objections were not, and could not be attended
to for the reasons now assigned. The Raja, apparently conscious of the weakness of his cause,
brought 1o action for any of these | ds, but has thought it wise to sue for the one now in dis-
pute, which is far less in extent and inferior in value. His objectis ‘obviously to obtain a decree
in his favor in reference t0 this land, and, should he succeed in this, to sue for the other lands
on the strength of such decree.

I need hardly say how careful we should be to guard against this result.

6. 1 moved the Civil Court of Tellicherry, through the Government Vakil, to have the

. Suit transferred to that Court, but no transfer was then directed, and the Vakil was referred to
the provisions of Act VIII of 1869, A second motion was subsequently presented to the Court,
explaining more fully the necessity for such transfer, and the answer given is, that ©‘as the
« number of Suits on the Principal Sudder Amin’s file is small, the prayer is complied with.”

Under this order, the Suit in question will of ‘course be transferred to the Principal Sudder
Amin’s Court, but as the ground assigned in it for permitting the transfer in the present instance,
is solely the pancity of cases on the file of that Court, 1 see no reason to expect that such course
will be allowed in regard to any future Suits. But the interests of Government require that it
should be followed in all and every Suit in which the Collector or his subordinates are concerned ; .
and 1 propose: therefore, placing 'ere long before the ‘Board a detail of the various grounds on
which 1 deemit indispensably requisite; in view to some effectual steps being taken .to ensure
the attainment of the object desired.
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Proceedings of tfw Madras Government, Revenue Department,
11th October 1860.

7. The period allowed for the filing of the answer to the present Suit, expires on the 30th

proximo; and I solicit that the sanction of Government requested in paragraph 1 may b";

obtained at an early date.

‘ . “ 1. The Collector of Malabar reports the,
s e e - institution of a Suit against him and six

‘ of
Kotteyagatha Vira Varma, Rdja } Plaintiff by the Raja of Kottayam for the recovery

of Keyekakovelagom, apiece of land let out by him (the R‘;"l‘:mm')
ersus.
1. P. Graut, Esq., Callector, on Cowle, but claimed by the Kaj
2. Qochamel Ramootty, - Jenum property.

5. Manan Ambootty, 5l 3. The land formed part of the bed of 2

e et Do ? endants h by local ussge belongs &
5. Oochooma Thnlau’(,‘notiy' i river and as such by sage

6. Padacathy Kanoth Coonchamboo,
7. Poolambil Karinjen,

-t\imby oﬁ‘ererl to him. -1
3 AS the Co“ec'tor 18 couﬁdent of the mength of ﬁha Chlm of Govemmﬂlt .nd

.

the State. Moreover, before it was let out ::'
N ~ Cowle the R&j§ was invited to set forth 'r‘
e  claim, but did not avail himself of the opp®

the Suit appears to be tentative and will be followed, if successful, by a similar claim to‘

certain other lands of greater value, the Board recommend that the Collector be a“u“’"”d
defend the Suit in the Ist instance at the expense of Government.

4. The subject of pangraph 6 of the Collector’: letter will b; comldezed w’ben ‘“' pro
mised report on it is received.

5. The time for filing the 2 answer in thxs Smt will expu-e on the 30&!: instant.

(A tme Extract and Copy.)
< (Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary- |

No. 178. OrpER THEREON, 1ith October 1860, No. 1,840. -
. The Honorable the Governor in Council sanctions {he. defence, in the first instaac® ::;m
pubhc expense, of Suit No. 439 of 1860 instituted against the Collector of Malabar and i
in the Court of the District Munsif of Tellicherry by Vira Varma Réj§ of Kottaysm v
~ will determine, when a copy of the decree shall be submitted, whether the costs, if an}
- adjudged against the Collector, shall be borne by that Officer or the Government.
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