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- B Proceedings of | the Madras Government, Revenue l)epaftmevd, |
«from 25th June to. 1st July 1859. |
No. 4.  Read the following letter from Messrs. F. DeSO \ A
, 0 ' : A, CAMMAIDE and
: T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief S g v b
| e o
S We beg to hand you the accompanying % hlet containi S b E R
3 between the ‘Col'l'éewf"dﬁ‘sm Customs, the B[ﬁ:xl'l(f of Riz:nuﬁngxah:u%ﬁmg%'h? m :
: al the F}cllecl'.ocx;s htai;vmg Ln t;:urcop'unonl,_lacted in a most arbitrary manner on th,ree‘ow:fgme:ai :
ssing goods through the Custom House ; and have t S Sl s 3T
n;g t};.e san’lfe befo;e His Excellency iftlb Council fol;'&eoc::x%?g:ag:: :fn(l}g il thgt{;vga ;}:i: &
planation of our thus tresspassing on the time of Hi ‘ . A s v
order of the Board of Revenue (No. e e
the Board are unwilling to re-open the question, however just ma} he oux‘?: J m,_iﬁ:iit; X2
Vsl v We will not again ‘tm“ ar titi ol N s gt tionl / ] . -
3 g standings bevween the Collecto 5%&'%$’,3£-mmwm‘f
would beg to claim the attention of Government to the incompleteness.
Pourd.of e oxe) N%. 881, dated 14th March 1859, marked S, wherein
olding us guiltless o any misrepresen tation in making our appplications to
still hold the Cdllaem_bl;mgl ess of any intention to give us nnng’;&be-;”h's'ing their op:
the simple supposition that. our valuation of the Goods was incorrect and giving power to
ag Collector to retain them, inasmuch as they were undervalued more than 30 per cent. Pl
. AWe were all along satisfied that the valuation we set on the Goods was ratherjabm‘ ﬂi‘g}%
- ~ under, and we took the precaution to point* this out in the stron 'g' e AL
- para. 5 letter marked H est manner, both to the Collector and the Board of Revenue;
, 5p s oy - ; 0 ‘but as an acknowledgment of the correctness of this view ‘wohid? ot
! it o > v ¢ Iiave:bo;en tantamount to a co_ndemnation of the Collectot"ipm- o
| ‘ ik oeedmglth:m:l agreed with Mr. Underwood that the Goods =
% - Our valuation for the Watches was Rupees 411 but the Collector declared them onsi ;
A  E ey andervafue: oy e - uch sudhatde deg dlaw witi m-&aﬁmgf i
¥ } 0 he must therefore have considered them undervalued more than 30 per cent, but for the sake of kAL
, shewing that the Collector had no grounds for assuming them to be so undervalued we will sup~ f
‘ i pose them to bave been 30 per cent undervalued. :
s " The 20 Watches then according to the Custom House valuation. Rs. 590 0 0 ey
Para 4 of letter marked O shews that the Collector valued the L S SR S
Case of Prints which he retained on behalf of Government. [ 1,150 0 0
RS 5 b e Lt e p= L e
s MBI s T b Total Rupees 1740 0 0
" . - > ,‘- Py e :‘(,“ - ‘v, H; . . -_--—*—-Yf
™ - In our letter marked P, last para. we informed the Board of Revenue that we should
- the results of the sale of the articles, and accordingly we commissioned a friend to at
sale of the Watches at Messrs. Franck and Co. on the 6th Tnstant, and the sale of ¢ .
Aok 2 T the 14th Idem ; and we now beg to &:int_ out, that the result of the sale is generally
R e ‘ cipated, altho the Collector opportunity of selling the Prints by retail, w
R Ak affixed the w le value to them. ‘ 3 f e
S e The Watches (including the two so called Gold ones) were sold on
f . & : : - Gth Id’MfQ’r e wes e, : e ot ot g
: ; : L The case of prinis sold on the 14th Instant for ...

Deduct Auctioner’s ComeSw Ao e e 2 13
.l Amount realized...813 1

| * or 115 per cent, below the value as y the the Collector of Sea Customs.
R ~ The Collector’s letter W fwﬂmwpwm’m 0
, ‘»,‘_" 3 . = -
T e R

i e SR & .\,n »
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L TR
MARKED.
SUBJECT. ' , PAcE.
A Letter of advice for 20 Watches from London Agents

aQw

CONTENTS.

to Messrs. I, de'Souza, (‘ammiade and Co.

Bill or Invoice of the above Watches from Agents,

Letter to Collector en iring why Application for
Watches has not been passed and enclosing Invoice

B. for his information,
To Collector calling for & reply to C.

From Collector apologizing for not replying and stating
that the Case of Watches should be opened for

mutual satisfaction.

To Collector stating that Firm are satisfied that their
~ Application is as complete as ;} can be made, that
they do not see the necessity gratifying the curi-
osity of the Officers of C. House by opening the Case
and that they will hold Collector responsible for
Josses from delay.
Frofm Collector statings Chse of Watelies had been
opened and as two Watches of the Twenty were
(Jold ones the whole would be confiscated,

To Collector, pointing out that his Department had caus-
ed the Watches to be designated as Silver, that the

~ Invoice which was with him does not specify what
they were and that the most his Department could
do would be to take them at their declared value,
which proceeding they were willing to abide by.

I Trom Collector stating that he could do nothing further

K

in the affair without the order of the Board of
Revenue.

To Collector asking him to retwrn the Inveice of the
Watches. ¢

S




LETrer i
11
Margen,
L To Secretary Revenue Board sending the whole corres-
pondence to the Board and complaining of the
arbitrary proceedings of the Collector as vexations
and winecessary and calling on the Board to put
t!lf: Regulations in force when ordering the restora-
tion or payment of the value of the Watehes by mule-
tmg Colleetor in such damages as the law provides

and as they may consider fair.

M Letter to Secretary, Board of Revenue, representing
further arbitrary proceeding on the part of Collector
of Sea Customs in refusing an Application for Sta-
tionery when presented by Messrs F. de Souza and

PAuE,

Co aud their passing the identical dpplication when

presented by another Merchant,

N Memo from the Collector, Sea Customs, stating that an
Application for a Case of Prints was refused on the
ground of its being undervalued  more than 30
per cent, and that they would be taken by Gtoverns
ment at their declared value.

O  Letter to Collector stating Fivm’s  willingness to aecept
the declared value of the Prints but that they viewed
this as a continuation of his determination to give
annoyance and that they intended to represent it as
such to the Revenue Board.

P To Secretary to Revenue Board enclosing copy of O. and
informing the Board that they were confident the
wholesale value declared by the Firm wasmore than
the value of the Prints and asking the Board to
give. orders to have them sold wholesale so that
they mtight Lave an opportunity of proving that the
proceeding of the.Collector resulted from his deter-

mination to give them annoyance,

Q o the Secretary Revenue Board enclosing for the infor-
mation of the Board an aceount current from London
Agents just received from which it will be seen that
the Firm were debited £41-3-2 for the Watches,
this being corroborative testimony of the corvectness
of their statement in letter 1.

R From Collector, Sen Customs, tendering Rupees 760 a8
the value of the Prints alluded to in letters N, O, T,

8 Proceedings of the Board of Revenue on the three re-
presentations from the Pipm.—1st in paca 3 declai-
ing thatYhere was no feadulent intent on the part of

10

10

ass

ILaT T E-R 111
MARKED. ot = .cﬁ 34
s Firm as regards the Watches and directing the
1(;}"1;‘115211:;2 :; ng the-declaréd value thereof..-—22;lk 13
para 6, that they considered the information ; e“
for by the Collector as regards the Stationery shou h‘
have been afforded with the view tomakm}gl the
Trade statements complete.—3rd in para 10, 4 a{x :.;
the Firm accepted the value of the Prints 'nltéle{
no right to expeet that the Colleetor should be re-

quired to sell the Prints in any _g?_rﬁcular MAnner:
ollector i 3907-2 alue
- Clollector tendering Rs. .?:90 7-2 as the v
= Mc:tl“;hf:og]’amhéﬂ under the instruction of Boz_n'd of Re-
. venue. :

| , Board of _-;Bgévénue,' pointing oub
! Leﬁ‘e;ht(;;ﬂglfﬁgr g’f':Re'Vénua‘ had decided that the

Watches they were entitled to the fall protection of

ed them. i
A ccé{fﬁfﬁé the explanation of the Board as regards the

ir remarks about the Prints, as since bheme had
gﬁrmazllfe wholesale value thereof unless they were
cold of in this manner they would be demd the op-
portunity of proving that the (?qllep'bor G acted in
\ a spirit of annoyance towards them or otherwise,

e

PAGE.

Colector had acted wrongly in confiseating  the
the Board and asking that damages should be award-'»

Stationary and again urging on them to reconsider

13

15

15

17
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No. 275.
s " London 9th December 1859,

Messrs, F. DeSouzA, CAMMIADE, & Cos,
Madras.

Dear Sirs,—We beg to enclose P. & O. Co's receipts for two
(Cases, one containing samples and a box of Photographic Portraits,
the other Twenty Watches received from Messrs. Dreyfus Freres &

Co. of Chauz de Fonds, for shipment to your address.
We also enclose a debit note for the cost of and the charges on the

Watehes, amounting to £ 41-3-9, which we have passed to your
debit.

Samples of Goods per Cornwallis” in the above Case
W For Ruthnavaloo Chetty & Co. R R 267/8
x Hydermeah, ... A Lot - R 11 3/10
C. Rungapillay, .. rc R o R
V. Teroovenga Chitty & Co. .. wenr ol 12
P. Yagambrum Chitty & Co. e P.Y.C. %33
Caralapauty Teroovengadatham & Co. i C.T. & Co 48
P, Vardarajooloo Chitty, .. A %“'C{ 18/19
P. R. Soobooroya Chitty & e AR 9
V. Venkiah Chitty & Co. ... V. V.  735/40
C.
P. Auroomooga Chitty ... e A AT
M. SoSbaroyaloo Chitty & Co. M. 8.C, 13/.'23
Ramanjacootum Theroovengadatham & Co. H1Pe I],.'z
g R. Chedumbra Chetty & Co. .., wr R C. & Co.64/68
Duplicate Sample per Alphington
. Rungapillay, Rl e i s T MR (V)
f A small Box containing Photographic Portraits for Mr. F.
DeSouza, :
We remain
Dear Sirs,
Yours faithfully,

KELSON TRITTON & Co.

i
i
i
!
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Mgessrs F. DESOUZA, CAMMIAD £y, & (o,

Madvas.
Value of and Char , ‘])lf' = 'l\tl‘:-LSUN' SHEEON, & G}

A ‘M\ * and Charges on E.C. F. No. 35. 1 Case Watches received
wrom Messrs Dreyfus Freres & Co. Chauz de Fonds, shipped per Str,
L,c):lon to Alexandria, and thence per Overland Route to Madras,

Paid Messr. G, Rahn & Co, for cost of 20 Watches, and Disburse-

_ ments at Boulogne R . s (TR
Freight a Boulogne e it
Customs Bond & Entry 5 0
Lm'lding & Warehouse Charges 120
lem_lway Carriage & Shipping at Southampton 13 12
Freight to Madras R 7 TS L T
Commission e D
Insurance on £ 50 at 25 shillings & Policy ... 13 6

|

Valued 30 November 1858, £41 3

18}

E. i&, 0,0} ,
KELSON TRITTON & Co.,
London 8th December 1859,

C

Madras, V4th Januairy 1859,
To tnr Cornrcror or Sta Cusroums,

Madyras.
i SII‘E,_—-“'C put in an Application for a case of Watches marked
¢ No. 35 under date Tth instant, ‘which to this day has not been
P.ﬂSScd out. “We enclose the invoice which contains all the informas
tion we have regarding the contents and value of this package. - The
bearer is prepared to pay the duty leviable, and we beg to request you
will deliver the package without delay,

' We have &,
F. DESOUZA, CAMMIABE & co.

D

Madras, 19th Junvary 1859,
To mue CoLurcTor oF Sya Cusrowms,

Madras.

Sir,—We shall feel obliged if you will have the goodness. . to
ply to onr Jetter of “the 14th enclosing an invoice of

favor ng with a re
a Case of Watches,

We have &c.,

. DeSOQUZA, CAMMIADE & CO.

Sea Custom House, Madras, 19th Junuary 1859,
No. 19. ;

To Messrs F, DeSouza, Cammiane, & Cos
Madras. : z
G ENTLEMEN,—] have to apologize for not replying to your letter

which I should have done had I not been under the impression you

were aware it was requisite that the Case in question should be

i the f the
the mutual satisfaction of your Firm and the’ﬁﬁogrs_q
((),‘l:zi:;giiof)emeﬁﬁ If you will be good enough to depute a-.pargs
to be present when opened I will take care the Case1s passed witho

further delay. FIRIEE G g o

W. E. UNDERWOOD,
Collector, Sea Customs.

cibAdb i) Madras, 21st January 1859,

To rue Correcror oE SEA CusTonms,
’ Madras.

SR —We are in receipt of your letter of yesterday's' date, sug.
gasf.ing?hat the Case of Wzlzttches Per St. “ Alma” should be opened for
the mutual satisfaction-of our Firm and the Officers of the Customs
Department. 8o far as we are concerned we are perfectly satisfied
that the deseription and value entered in the Invoice we sent you are
correct, and we are further prepared to hand over the goods at the de-
clared value. We know not what motive the Customs Department
may have to insist on the package be?i:_‘g;opgnedf Ii;b#iﬂm' ‘mere
curiosity, we are not prepared to gratify it, if on the other ha'nd you
suspeet fraud or irregularity, we have the law for your guidance in such
case;and you need only to put it in force and we shall abide by it.

“We are exceedingly sorry being obliged to state, that we shall
hold you answerable for any loss arising from this unnecessary de-~
tention of our goods, o

‘We have &e.,

¥. DeSOUZA, CAMMIADE & CO.
G

: No- 250 ¥

Sea Custom House, Madras, 21st January 1859,

Trom W. E. Uxperwoop, Esa.,
Collector, Sew Customs,

To Messrs F. DESouza, CAMMIADE, & Co.
Mudras.

GeNTLEMEN,—Consequent upon the receipt of your letter of
this date, the Case of Watches has been opened and being found to




4

contain  Watches e.\:cee}"i)f' he value given by you and two Gold.
Watches, I regrot to infor: you I have considered it my duty to con-
demn the Watehes to Confiseation.

JAn :11'»1»e5;1 to the Board of Revenue is open to you from the
decision of this Department, if preferred within 15 days from this date.

I have the honor to be, &,
W. E. UNDERWOOD,
Colleclor, Sea Cusioms

Madras, 24th January 1859
To tne Corrrcror or Sga Cusroms.

Mudras.

Sin,—We have received your letter of the 21st instant, and are
surprised to Jearn therefrom, that without giving the whole transac-
tion as regards the Case of Watches that minute an | proper examina-
tion which it deserved, you have taken npon yourself the responsibility
of Confiscating the goods, which though but slightly affecting us in
a pecuniary wanner, would, if allowed to pass ynnoticed by us most
serionsly affect our integrity ; and from this point of view we have
considered it necessary to enter into the following particulars, so that
in the event of onr being forced to take further unpleasant proceed-
ings in justification to ourselves in thismatter, it may not be said but
that we had afforded you every requisite information to enable
you to change your expressed determination as respects the Confisca-
tion of our property above alluded to, " i sl

In the first place, we applied to pass out of the Custorn House a
package containing 20 Watches valued at Rs. 411, and this applica -
tion when it reccived . the signature of our Firm did not specity the
description of Watches in the Case ; for the best of all possible reasons,
that we ourselves were ignorant of their exact deseription, the Tnvoice
which was our guide in its preparation is now with you, and a reference
thereto will shew that the particular qualitios of the watches are not
mentioned, and as faras the regulations go for passing goods, it matters
not of what deseription the watches are i whether gold, silver, pinch-
beck, or otherwise, as all watches are liable to the same rate of duty.

In the second place, we have been made aware that our application
as originally presented has been added to without our consent, the
word Silver having been prefixed to the Watches by our Shipping Clerk
at the instigation of Mr. Atkinson the Appraiser, and if the mere inser-
tion of this word, by the parties and in the mmmer deseribed, has
alone led to your deeision in the case, we maintain that we havo o right
to be exempted from its effeets, and we cannot but remark that you
have exceeded your powers as Collector of Customs duty in resorting
to the extreme. steps you have adopted, as cven supposing that Two
Watches out of Twenty are gold ones as you state, (though we are Jed
Yosuppose they are only gilt from the low figure at which they are
invoiced,) the proper and seemingly to us the only course open to you

 ;

E v d we
is the one preseribed by Section XJ&[{II ;}:ﬁn 1;0." :‘I of IOSflé,' at?eelmg,
have long ago given you the option of av: . urself f i
sl:tisﬁﬂd gt.hat we should bel‘am}l)l{ reimbursed by realising the

f the watches as declared by us. - g :
\mlueI(; pains us a great deal to be obliged to ennfﬁ; i“wm%esargewm
tion, you must be aware that no attempt was mt . t}';ﬁed 4 s
payment of the Public Revenue, and you are not jus :

AL . - : C ‘Of
“ing in this summary manner to injure our integrity by disposing

S - . we
this matter in the way your letter mnder moyl‘?dé!:hm:h?mﬁtﬂh
had hoped that our long and eontinued connwt;?x ith th {which
interests of Madras, and the extensive nature of mmm i o
R °““‘ms‘f‘ﬂ$n§’;«l'fﬁf :mmeu the carelessness, m
i i e ange ich, th 8 . Liee
i;?::rﬁ:e,. or indifference of your Depm%ﬂhmm :&ei ity

Tn conclusion we would repea % L e e e
gilt, silver, or brass, wete gent o U ,M e up,
ing the cheap rate at which Horologi el o Te el
we believe this to be the correct value as dec - OB 2 s & Glold
are of foreign. manufactuse, and wg-mdevezo(;d’ ;fwemrm* Hed
Watch of Continental manufactare, féf)ul., Y sold, i St gty ‘Sﬂpﬁ“:‘n
one from a Good Maker in England. %‘k Shriigh I8 sgency of
in the ai)plicn.tion we called them m S, = 'W\Vawhes, it this
your Department they have been designated ‘M‘m aim it as the act of
(IBSignaﬂogjsuvﬂF.'ﬁﬁf@mwﬁm'ﬁm and only merit of

n Department. If yor _ e v
{12:: ca?o: ynulhwm the regulations above &zﬂﬁeﬂ nl’f; $o yos. S
Wo Jve ot yetmade an appeal to the Rievenus Bowrd, be Fot
step might give your unjust act an appea = & lpakion o
it will not bear, Our application was strietly corrwt‘,‘ ?:zldeclamhoma T
fectly honest, and uutil we hear furtMr froxfl yo \ ' e
B : 3 s B e e e A o st A
mem;nofh?umwm'hh we beg you will favor us;dt& an early mply,‘

‘y T e e

gthis %o

-
F Iy oy

S PR e 22

A e ]

We bave the honor to be, 8, e |
' " p. DESOUZA, CAMMIADE & Co. =
X <
- Sea Custom House, Madras, "quclo‘xp‘y._lff.):g,‘r
Official Mamorgndum.‘ Lo Sy
‘ iy the two letters of
e C + of Sea Customs, in reply to wele 4

\Icss:EhOF.c‘g)l:gtﬁ;a? Cammiade & Co. dated the 24th Instant in-

i ; ting the
: ¢ decision of this Departmant respectin e
s‘}:;:‘ic:h:::s':};;;e;ta to them on the 21st Instaut and ﬁm:ghﬁftl
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fore the subject matter
Collector of Sea Customs,

W. E. UNDERWOOD,

Collector, Sea Customs.

To Messis, T, DeSovza, Cammiave & Co,
Madras

K

Madras, 25th January 1850,
To e Covrrctor or Ska Cusronms,

Madras.,
St

®,—With reference to your Official Memorandum of this date
;e beg to inform you that the Invoice of the Watches is not yeb sent
us. A

! S We require this document we request you will please return
it per bearer,

We have &e.
F. DeSOUZA, CAMMIADE & Co,

L

Madras, 27th Junuary 1859.
To TE SECRETARY TO TuE Revenue Boa ko, Forr ST, GEoreE,
SIg,

L Webeg to enclose the accompanying correspondence as per

A Original 1 margin, on the subject of a case
D;:—'gﬂl‘?\:nreltst;;. faish mdon: o of watches imported by us but
B Original Invoice same date which the Collector of Sea

IC)TN s cg"““" Ith January 1830,  Customs informs us he hm;dcon-
‘ L 19th™ do ' d idered it his duty to condemn
E From Collector 19th  do dz sidered i ty

Tothe C "5 to confiscation, and in doing us
G From Co'l,%}:cet:' ill:: g: :112 the favor of submitting the case
HTotheCollector 24th ~ do  do for the consideration of the
1 ggigcial Memo, Collector January ~ Board of Revenue, we would
) ask you to draw their attention
K To the Collector, to the' letteniiibalt and T
from which it will be seen that this appeal to the Board has been
forced on us by the Collector of Sea Customs.
2, Tt will be observed that although the Colleetor in his letter

of the 21st Instan

t, G. intimated the determination he had taken of
Confiscating the Watches,

we were inclined to suppose that he had
come to such a determinati

on without having thoroughly enquired into

the whole of the circumstances of
addressed him our letter of the 24
Yo shew that in every phase of the
fairness and perfect probity in the
3. We fully expected that
Collector to take some tronble

sthe case, and with this view we
th Idem, in which we endeavoured
transaction, we had acted with open
strictest sense of the word,

our representation would lead the

: in looking into the matter more -
minutely than he had hitherto do

e, or at least that he would have

is no longer within the jurisdiction of the

P p——

: 7

satisfiod himself of the correctness of our statements or otherwise, by

i in hi by making
ferri the Invoice B. which was tu his possession, or by mal
2;5;;‘,’,‘,‘5, t:f the Appraiser as to the manner and by whom g:wafgiﬁ;n:
of the word “ Silver” was made to our application to i .
it will be scen that we were mistaken, and M&nt )y thmeuby
prejudged the case whatév ver mom\:f:e wmme
forcinf u%}mu.v' no{i??ﬁﬂlfn:';m'e ont of the very extensive
E e f; L ¥ - 4 . .

transactions in connection with our Firm which have come und
cognizance, what act or acts o{mﬁ!. could be looked on otherwise than
strictly honegt, and in v our

to a public defamation of ou
been par:ovenngly, and we may | S
Of_ﬂhﬂ - nal“‘ ,r.y . x e 2 i e o
SO A0 Y 23 i .z ] &
5. We are however aware that Mr. Underwood's decisior
can only pffect us temporarily, l'twﬂ'h‘m:;dﬁ hq%’u_ut
those rights are not respected we intend to enforce them, the correspon-
dence speaks for i we need only recapitulate ﬁedﬂs{ ﬁnin'ﬂ'm
THo TRAR. " o Sty iz T
. S *
1t The letter and Invoice of Messrs. Kelson Tritton &Co. dated
9th D:gomber, 1‘8‘5‘;&;&%}{ fredired &5 gutie g in making our -
lication to pass the R AN
1 9nd. In ueither of these is specified tlle.ducnpuga?fﬁmw
Srd. Our Permit and Pass Applications mm in ac-
pdance with th abGVlﬂﬁIM. tm m on. .
b 4th, vn?l; th: Permit the word Silver has been added at the Castom

of our integrity

‘House without our authority, and this has been done in distinet con-

tradietion to the Rules of the Department wh:r’il‘;‘ the uﬂgz;
Almanac 1859 as follows. All Pass notes must e mm
the party to whom the goods belong or are consigned, no g "8‘“:
ture or documents for entering or cloaring goodnﬁlm‘u.g%‘ - Onmnmm
House is recognized, EXCEPT WHEN DULY AUTHORIZED™ With ,;; 8
to this rule we would inform the Board that we have “tl?’"' ngm;‘
to make additions or correctious to documents bearing the ngmtun
e b.;l:ll: " The Pass Application as far as we are aware is still without
ilver. 3 S
»: w(;;rl:l. Slt is not necessary to speeifythe deseription of the Watches
as all Watches are subject to the same rate of duty.




7th. The Application was for 20 Watches and 20 Watches were ﬁ i Mﬂﬂm“i wmf&
accordingly found in the case, A . in that communicafion. ~AX
6. The subject needs no further comment from us to induce : J sed of by the

posed of by

the Board to order the restoration of our property, but we do not think
this snfficient, as we view the seizure of our goods in the manner des-
cribed bothas vexatious and unnecessary,as even suppossing th : watehes !
to have been undervalued, (which we Lave strong reasons to donbt) the i
proper cotirse would have been for the Collector to have put in force
Sfeilt-ipn XXIII Act. VI of 1814 which we liad given him the option
of duing, ™
- 7. The amount value of the ‘invoice is but a trifle, and scarcely
. + worth the trouble and inconvience we have already been put to on its
account ; but the principle involved in the whole  transaction deserves
the careful consideration of the Board ; and if they on viewing the merits
of the case shall come to the same conclusion as we have in the matter,
we trust we shall not be considered too officious in thus prominently
drawing their attention to the law of the case in Section I.Shl,hi-
VI of 1&4 whercin it is distinetly laid down that if (he) “ they shall
decide tH8t a seizure of goods made nnder the authority of this Act

i was vexatious and unnecessary (they shall) adjudge s to be
paid to the proprictors by the Customs’ Officer who made such vexa-
tions seizures hesides ordering the immediate release of the goods.””

8. The subsequent Seetion LXIII shews that the Collector *
has in this instance rendered himself amenable to an sction in the
Supreme Court for damages, in having unlawfully detained our pro-
perty, but our law advisers inform us, that the Court will not be avail- -
able for the hearing of such cases for a month to come, or we would
haye preferred (vather than to have troubled the Board, Dringing on -
the case in Court, and to have shewn pu‘ﬂfg y from Mr. Underwood's.
own admissions, that he had acted as unfairly and arbitrarily as we
had acted honestly throughout the transaction. :

. ' 9th,  We should then have considered ourselves justified in de-
manding damage to such an extent, as not only to indemmify us for the ‘
persecuting annoyance received at My Undn‘méqé‘a Thands, h:&m ’ ‘
would be likely to have the salutary effeet of deterring Mr. U : A
from aeting in such an artibitrary manner for the future ; and in now _
leaving the matter at the disposal of the Board, we trust that their deci- .

| ~ sion in awarding such a8 they may think fit, will be so couched i
t as to bave all the otlier bheneficial effocts sought for by this reprosentation,

We have the honor, &, ] L
F. DeSOUZA, CAMMIADE § Co.
R h “:.

Ripres ME | . ?
e " Madras, 1166 February 1859, |
2 s SECRETARY 10 itk BoAnd or Revesve, Four 81, Gronor. (

Y. Sik,—We had the honor to address tho Roard of Rovenne on : “ |
the Z7th Ultimo on the sabject of a Case of Watehes imported by us ;
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puting points with the Authoritics. We would accordingly beg to be
distinetly understood that we are not making this representation from
any spirit of opposition to the Officers of the Department.

. 6. Whatever Rules were applicable for the present ense it is plain
thatonr Application although rejected when put in by us, was passed
when presented by another Merchant. We beg to submit the fact for
the information of the Board and firmly hope that this representation
will induce them to issue stringent orders to enforce compliance with
Regulations, and thereby prevent a recurrence of similar arbitrary pro-
ceedings on the part of the Officers of the Custom House,

We have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedt, Servants,
F. DeSOUZA, CAMMIADE & Co.

N

Sea Custrom House,
Madras, 12th February 1859,

Official  Memorandun.

The Collector of Sea Customs begs to inform Messers. DeSouzn
Cammiade & Co., that the case of Prints Marked T. R, Ex * Gloriana”
i5 considered to be undervalued more than 30 ¥ Ct. and that permis-
sion to amend the valuation can only be given by the Bowrd of
Revenue,

If that authority does not permit the amendment of value the Case

- of Prints will under Sec, XXIIL Act VI of 1844 be taken on account

of Government,
The Appeal to the Board of Revenue, to permit the value to be
amended, should be preferred through this Department within 15 days

from this date,
W. E. UNDERWOOD,
Collector Sea Customs.

To Messrs, F. DeSovza, Casniave & Co.,
Madras.

Madras, 10th February 1859,
To Tun Corrector or Sea Cusrowms,

M X

Stk, adras
1. We beg to acknowledge the receipt of Official Me-
! : pt of your Official Me
moraindum dated‘m'th Instant, informing us that the case of Prints
mar ved TR ex “ Gloriana” is considered to be undervalued more than
20 per cent ; and t}mt they would be taken by Government under
section XXIIE Act VI of 1844, unless we obtained the authority of

prints under reference to be disposed of on the part of Go

| 11

the Board of Revenue for the amendment of the value asset forthin
owr application to pass the same out of the Custom House.

2. n reply we have to inform you that we are perfectly satisfi-

ed to abide by this your decision, and shall

Value Rs. 800 feel ohligezy if you will pay the amount

Duty 40 Jue to us viz. Rs. 760 as early m
——— ticable, as we are desirous of sef

Bs. 760 ghe transaction so far us it appertains
1 ' b 4 4 y Hm lw. AN
3. Tt is however perhapsdue to you that we should inform you

that we do not intend to allow. the watter to end here, as this would
be a tacit acknowledgment that we viewed the course pursued bx._.g:
as perfectly straight forward ; but the treatment which we have ol la
experienced at the Custom House makes us connect this case with its
a;xet;gedanta and to look with suspicion as to the propriety of the pro-
coeding. ' ! SRl il S A
4. From our opinion and from inquiries we have instituted in
e market which has of late been overstocked with Prints and Pic-
e et e £ 08
1 the who'esale value of ase ] quite convit

he result of the sale hy Covernment, ﬁﬁ '%%
sstimation, and should they not realize your valuation ' viz. &
we consider that we shall have good cause for feeling agz

this view of the case we shall point ont to the Board of Reve
will only be duing 1 justice, that they should order you to

ARsR

Siolesale, sinee they hive been seized on the grounds of the wholesale
value assigned by us being underestimated. -~ ﬁ”
5. If our anticipations as regards the results of the sale of tl
Prints be realized, it will be our duty again to revive the awm
sion, and to appeal to Superior mﬂéoq" ity for redress,as it cannot be sup-
posed that our Interest and time can be permitted to be QWKM—
tally influenced as they have been of late, by the Aut at the
Custom House doing as they like in a t ofenmng us
annoyance. ! v el
6. In conclusion we would inform you in all candour that it is
onr fixed intention to resist such treatment to the fnrt-hut possible
extent, seeking for redress in the Courts of Law if driven to such an
extremity ;the&wwwmhwnmwqugx-
et from the representations we have made to the Board of Revenue

lhst they will not fail to see that the treatment we have received has '

been perfectly unnecessary, and to say the least of it unbecoming,

Wo liaye the Bowor tobe, Sir, 70

Your ubedmmw ‘ f—,ﬁ_‘“f'
§. DesOLZA, CAMMIADE & €O,
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1)
Madras, 141h February 1859

To Tue SECRETARY To THE Boarp o Revexue, Forr 83, Grora .
SIR, |

‘We have again to trouble you to lay before the . President and
Me_mbers of the Board of Revenue, the accompanying copy of a letter
which we felt ourselves called on to address to the Collector of Sea
Customs, and in doing so we would beg of you to acquaint the Board,
that we do not in any way dispute the right of the Collector to have
acted in accordance with Section XXIIT of Act VI of 1844 ; but be-
ing of opinion, that the course pursued by him in regard to the Case
of Prints alluded to in that letter, is only one of the series of aunoy-
ances we have received from the authorities of the Custom House, we
were induced to represent it as such.

We now have to request that in so far as the Board may consi-
der our cause justly represented, they may he led to act accordingly ;
and we do not think we are asking too much in requesting them to
be s0 good, as to give the necessary instructions to the Collector, to
caus: him to dispose of the Prints by wholesale on the part of Govern-
ment, ;

We will not trouble the Board with any further remarks,
but beg to inform them that we shall watch the results of the sale of

the Ifrints, and wait on them with a representation of the facts of the
case if necessary.

Pending theiv deeision,
We beg to remain, Sir,

Your most obedient Servants,

F. DESOUZA, CAMMIADE & CO.

Q

Sea Custom [ouse, 14th February 1850,
Official Memorandum

The Collector of Sea Customs in reply to Messrs. F. DeSonza,
Cammiade and Co.'s letter of this date begs to tender themthe sum of
Rs. 760-0-0 and  requests the favor of their granting a receipt for

the same,
W & UNDERWOOD,

Collector, Sea Customs,
To Messrs F. DeSovzs, Cavviane & Co.,

Madras,

13

B Mudyras, Tth March 1859,

To Tir SECRETARY To THE Boarp o REVENUE, Fort St, GEORGEy
Biw, g ;
As we have not reeeived a reply to our letter datgd 27th Janna\;yf
1859 complaining of the treatment we had recei ved at tl}e handsbo 5
the Authorities at, the Sea Custom House in endeavouring Glz) o
Case of Watches consigned to us by Messrs. Kelson Tritton <l
London, we are led to t::ppage mtftg: %oard have not as yet coms 10
a decision as regards the disposal of the Case. il o
- Sinee u:igi%xrgdsm that letter, we have by the last Swnmer’ﬁxm
England been put in possession of Messrs. Kelson Tritton & 00 :rb ic:
count Current with our Firm closed down to Dbcember_-wﬁs, in i
will be seen the Item marked * for £41. 3. 2 standing as ‘a ¢€;
againstour Firm on account of the Watches in question, and considering
this to be corroborative testimiony of the statements we have already
advanced vegarding the actual value of the Wzm'h?_s, we beg to enclose
the Account Current in original, as it may be of assistance to the Board
and enable them to come to an ewrlier decision ontth_ev‘.,pub_lwt than
might otherwise be the case ; but shonld the Board not think it condu~
cive to sueh effeet, we beg to state that we are not desirous of hamper=

i1 the case with too many references, and shall have no_objection to

its being returned to us, if they are of opinion that the papers already
sent in ave sufliciently conclusive on the subject. oy
Cirgd ~ We have the honor to be, 8ir,
Your most obedient Servants,
F. DeSOUZA, CAMMIADE & o,

S R Rt
No. 881.‘ 4 TR, .
TxTracr from the Proceepises of the Boarp of REVENUE,
dated 14th March 1859. o -
Read letters from Collector of Sea Customs, 17th February 1859,
67, 68. § , _
LS I)Z C)on. 18th February 1859, Nos. 656, 648, 655.)
In the first of these letters Mr. Underwood explains the ecircum-
gtances which led him ;:.d e%ﬁsm“-a
: _ogih Jan. 1839,  Case of Watches imported by Messrs.
In Con. 281h Jan. T D Cmm autl C'o.,nho
appealed to the Board of Reveune against this decision in their letter
of the 27th January last. P g
1os wishing to pass goods are responsi giving in
a corzr'ectpgﬁ::;ent o% them, and as all these Watches are described

as Silver in Messrs. F. D'Souza, Cammiade and Co.'s Application

i llector's letter No. 66,) while two were_found to
gngz;;mﬂfe;?cg:ﬁ:;tion is strictly legal under Section 39, Regu-
Jation VI of 1843 _
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3

Sut the Board would be unwilling to resort to the severe
measure of confiscation, wuless it was clearly shewn that the wrong
description given in of goods arose from a frandulent intent.  On this
occasion such fraudulent intent is not apparent, us the value of the

goods entered in the dpplicalion
(SET ]'etterslo Collector of 14th agrees with the bill of the shippers
21t and 24th Jany. Eunc. in Messrs. hels Tt ' g
Trem Melsrs' B D'Bouisa and essrs. Nelson, Tritton und Co. of
Co. dated 271l in Con. 28ih J-ondon, (see the original doeuments,
Jany. 1859. Enclosures A. and B, in Messis.
D'souza, Cammiade and Co's. letter)
:md'when the Collector hesitated about passing the box of watches,
the importers stated that they had given all the information they
possessed, and invited the Collector to take them on behalf of Govern-
ment, under Section 23, Act VI of 1844, at the value which bad
been declared by them.

4. Under these cireumstances the Board consider that the in-
Yerests of Government would have been sufficiently protected by the
Collector taking the watches on hehalf of Government at the declared
value, and they instruct him now to adopt that course.

5. In his second letter, No. 67, Mr. Underwood reports on an-
other complaint of the same Firm, viz. that an application of theirs to
pass 26 cases of Stationery was refused on the plea that there was a
want of particnlars in it, although it did specify the contents general-
ly and was subsequently complied with ong presentation by another
Merchant.

6. Mr. Underwood states that the Appraiser suggested that the
Printing Paper, of which a large quantity was included in the Invoice,
should be separately entered ; the object Dbeing to render the Trade
Statements published by the Office more complete and acewrate ; that
this course is usual, and that hie himself ordered the application to be
admitted on its being brought back by Mr. Cammiade Senior, three
days afterwards, slthough the concession was irregular.

7. Taking Section XXIL and Section XXXIX of Aet VI of
1844 together, the Board conceive that the Collector may demand
full particulars and they see no reason whatever for ascribing the first
rejection of the application to any desire to inconvenience or annoy
Messrs, F. D'Souza, Canuniade and Co. :

8. Mr Underwood's third letter, No. 68, refers to the com-
plaint of Messrs, F. D'Souza, Cammiade and Co. that a case of Prints
imported hy them was taken by the Collector on behalf of Govern-
ment at their valuation, and while they do not in any way dispute

his right to do so, they request that he may be instructed to  sell
them by wholesale,

9. Fhe Board observe that the Collector informed the Firm by
letter that the Prints were considered to be undervalued by more
than 30 per cent. and that permission to amend the valuation could
be given only by the Board of Revenue. The Firm replied that they
were « perfectly satisfied to abide” by his decision and requested ims
mediate payment, y

15

; : ined to aval selves of the re-

10: The Firm having declined to avail themselve "

nedy at their command, the Board cannot admit their nghtv totheexg::tj

that the Collector should be requirsd to sell the goods, no .

perty of Government, in any particular m;mner.

(A tme Extract.) 5. D, ST,

To ; Secretary.

W. E. Uxperwoon, Esq.,

Collector of Sea Customs, Madras.

Copy to Messrs, ¥. D'Sovza, CAMMIADE & Co.

T

Sea Custox House, _
Madias, 16th March 1859.

ay e Rt O Feial Memorandum. g f
i i the Collector o
Under instructions from the Board of IEevenne, ¢
S oo it et F DS, (I el
’ f Rupees 390.7-2, the-v |
%)at:l;:s :;l:;o(;ted ‘ez Steamer ¢ Simla” from Ipnsio!g and requests
the firm will be pleased to grant & receipt m-dgpmmh for the same.
W. E. UNDERWOOD, |
' j & : -+ Collector, Sear;C'ullo.mv.
To M;ssns_. F. DeSovza, Caumiane & Co. o
: g2k AMadras,

.

= . Madras, 19th \March 1859.
To TiE SECRETARY TO THE Revesvue Boarp, Eon-x'- St. GEORGE.

I o4 o . s > d :
\S)V:, beg to acknowledge the receipt of _Extract from the imc.ee.
dings of the Board of Revenue No. 881, of the 14th I » e'c;xl: i{:ﬁ
the decisions of the Board on the cn:«cumstances connected_ e t:; o
distinct complaints mlade by :es a;?:riz?e ({,’h:na(,iu;t::tﬁﬁ i
in t we we ' ;
‘%?I;:rgg:{::: Z?i'e{i cases to such high authprity with the view ttft {’e‘(l;
;bmiuiug that satisfaction to _wh_'ic_h we coumder_ed om::llze;a ?; beeli
We had hoped that the decision of the Board Wi i
such as to have removed all doubts on the subject and (;n;lore mmnﬁ
as regards our probity which had been attacked in su n; pu oy
shameful manner by the Collector of Sea Customs and we
ceedingly sorry that our expectations should be ﬁ-ustrated'd -ttt
We learn with surprise from para 2 of the order T
fed that the Board have come to the decision (after veading Sike
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" o secare 1s against any

+ of the Collector and
Board’s order calculated

made against us by the Collector but also t
such further vexatious proceedings on the pat
which with all deference we do not consider the
to effect.

As regaids the proceedings
House in the case of Stationery, from the absence ¢

Underwqml’s explanation) that the confiscation of our Case of Watches
was “ strictly legal”—We see that the Board have heen satisfied on
thls_pomt by reading enclosure No. 2 of the Collector’s letter No,
66 since the statement made therein described the watches to be Silver :
while two out of twenty were found (by the Collector) to be Gold. :

iti ‘ustom
the authorities at the Cus
o f other proof to

DY VS e S

We had thought that we had endeavoured to make our explanation on -4 ~the contrary we must accept Mr. Underwood’s explanation E at?;’r
this point m,telhgﬂ’le to any one, but as the Board gseem to have over- factory, but we are soiry to say et wE 'do ik be s ccted to
looked it or ignored it ‘altogether we must again vepeat that we cannot decision as regards the case of Prints. Wy s he.:‘p to our
be held responsible for the word Silver appearing in our application, submissively allow the slightest suspicion to he atti:eth g
since it was put to the application without owr knowledge o1 antho- character for honesty, we valued the. ’.Prmts o tthoam;, e con-
rity after it left our office at the instigation of the Custom House wholesale value. As we have already B s think that
authorities and they alone must be made to abide the consequences sidered them to be rather over than undervalued and o him-
thdvent: ¢ this opinion is fully borne out by the very acts of the Coll‘f,:ctoel;]i ey
The Watches were confiscated hy Mr. Underwood although we self, if he thought there was the sli Mchance Of‘mmh: ‘ sul?g
sent him the Bill of Mrs, Kelson Tritton & Co. alluded to in para 3 anything near the sum at w he had estimated thel:n MOO
of the Board's order, and the mere fact of the confiscation laid us have no objection”to their being disposed of at once who ¥
under the gross charge of endeavouring to pass goods in a fraudulent We have naturally been led to make mote. ekl fe nq(‘lu in
manner : the Act of the Collector must have been either right or ‘ regarding the value of these prints than we hiad opportunity 10r ¢ 01:;%
wrong, if wrong in confiseating the goods he was doubly wrong in before we wrote to the Board and we are glad to find %@ :der
venturing to attach such base motives to us in this business that we not mistaken in our valuation of them. But unless ¥, » h e
were endeavouring to defrand the Revenue of a few Rupees : the them to be sold wholesale as solk:itedb.ym"we;d“.iﬂ@'f' s W;
animus of his proceedings is too apparent to be mistaken. : can establish the justness of our complaints ag.amst‘f-he Coummmr 31‘1’;;
The Board have themselves decided that the severe measure of con. ‘L the Board.in justice to our character *hawld A0 R m:ha is us{
fiscation was unnecessary, what more then can be required from us to s of proving wiiat we have advanced ; we ask nothing i L ol
shew that it was vexatious : ab all events we have felt it as such from po- : to the accuser and the accused ; lu}d we not accep.te;dﬁbﬁlmﬂm‘@o:f
the commencement, and the course now ordered by the Board to be 3 made to s by the [ColBter. K i mm Y:mgm; thpiitakm
pursued by the Collector is the course we pointed out to him as the = \ the prints it would have been as in the case of watches an unnist ,_Veﬂ!?h
only «ne he was entitled to adopt agai ; N £ repetition of annoyanee, as the Collector would have gained his point
y o adopt against us, and ‘e therefore cannot T ] ' Poard and thereby at least
see even the least shadow of an excuse for Mr. Underwood. by obhgmgdus ‘to m!:fii)::l.ﬂvgﬁemﬁf enﬂﬂw two e’ﬂk w{ aceepted
In spite of everything the Collector may have advanced in justi- 11}?: t‘ie;:;ﬁ i,!{;ﬂstﬂgtﬁ;n wzvictiuﬁ’ that in so doing we. s tould be

fication of his Act the documentary proof submitted by us substanti ‘ OEATISURYICH T Zh et 2 < :

: : s 2 . afforded an opportunity by the Board of shewing the i at
acted above suspicion, and we still hope that the Board  will -
veconsider their order as conveyed in para 10 of their proeo;edmgsai)o :

ated the charge we brought against him : the verdict being that his
Act was unnecessary, As the Public have to stand by their own acts

and be subject to abide by such penallies as ave ascribed in Act 6 of ' quoted 57 o e
1844 for any and every simple breach of the Regulations which are ‘ ' Yoi ) X . We have, &e. Bees Jumey. N
rigidly enforced, we cannot see how Mr. Underwood can be exempted 3 , F. DeSOUZA, CAMMIADE & €O, )
from the application of the same laws and we therefore feel it incum- . 3 ezl ' vV A MEAYE IR BN T
bent on us to a_sk the Board to attach such penalty to the Collector as ! AL P R
they may consider consistent with the Law, as without which we feel - 5 No. 988 sl AR g
that at any time motives may be imputed to us at the will of the Col- e y Tr Wl o Ao il
lector ; and feeling thus sorely aggrieved we cannot allow the matter to 1 Txrract from the PROCEEDINGS of the BoaRD of REVESUR
rest in this (to us) unsatisfactory manner. l ‘ dated 320d March 1850 AP afeat
Upwards of six weeks have already elapsed since this serious im- - 1 Read letter from Messrs DeSouza, Cammiade and Co., dated
ﬂuta.tx;}»ln fh:{)) been cast on us by the Collector and we trust we shall 19th March 1859, No. —, L5 Rl e N
ave the forbearance of the Board in hegging of them to reconside 2 ¢ : =3 il L :
the subject, and to make us acquainted Wit.ghgl thgcir final decision on th; fyalse e ) e 'of the .
matter, as failing to obtain from them that satisfaction to which we The Board observe that they cancelled the confiscation of the

consider ourselves justly entitled, we must in justice to ourselves take

YWatches on the express ground that there was no cause to attribute
further active measures not only to remove the calumnious charge‘ ‘ p

7
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to Messrs. DeSouza, Cammiade a

nd Co., any attempt to defraud the
Customs, and

1 they must decline re-opening the subject.
(A true Extract.)
J. D. SIM,
Secretary,
To Messrs. DeSovza, Cammiape & Co.
Copy to Collector of Sea Customs, Madras,

e NN










In our letter marked P, last- para, we informad th: Board of Revenus that we should watch tle
results of the sale of the Articles, and accordingly we commissioned a friend to attend the sale of the Watches
at Messrs. FranNck and Co. on the 6th Instant, and the sale of the Prints on the 14th Idem ; and we now beg to
point out, that the resultof the sale is generally as we anticipated, although the Collector had the opportunity of

selling the Prints by retail, while we had affixed the wholesale value to them.,

+ The Watches, (icluding the two so ¢
instant '?or NN

" The Case of prints sold on the 14th instant for. . oS ? 560 8 0

alled Gold ones) were sold on the 6th

Rupees 306 0 0O

Deduct Auctioner’s Commission @ 5 per cent..,

ek Ve S, 42 13 0
Amount realised. .. » (o &4 W

or 115 per cent below the value assigned by the Collector of Sea Customs.
The Collector’s letter marked Q shews we received for the prints... ... s "60 0 0
" o5 $ il s Watches. .. » 39052
% o007 2
Amount realized at Sules. . 5 813 11 0

Loss to Government Rupees.... 336 12" 2

So long as the Goods remained unsold, there was a sembl

but we consider the result of their sale most idubitably
trary, vexatious, and unnecessary proceedings, was we
¥ Collector for a Report of the Sales, and verify the above

t . Statement ; and then pass such an Order as may prevent
fjt e Public for the future from being liable to similar annoyance at the will of the Collector of Sea Custois.

s A TITTETT e Moaid, :‘lmﬂ“_“1x~-?..w‘n-. e ke 0 § it
pass the Goods, still hold the Collee” _ _iameless of aily intention to give ns annoyance ; basing theiv opinion T

the simple supposition that our valuation of the Goods was incorvect and giving power to the Colleetor to repiin
them, inasmuch as they were undegyalued more than 30 per cent.

ance of right on the part of the C(lollector :
proves that our complaint against the Collector's arbi-
Il founded ; and we trust Government will cul on  the

5\
\ = by,
N .

R T SR Pk 538
We were all along satisfied that the valuation we set on the ¢ ods was rather above than under, and

we took the pl‘ecaﬁfﬁn“o I’Oi“t‘:_.' this out in the strongest manner, both to the Collector and the Board of R
Ok i ;.fg-&'a-s\ e LaeNenne., ; ubgas an ackmewledgment of the correctness of this view would have beei
£ RS s friia TR '5 tantamount to.a condemmation of the Collector's proceedings the Board

"

' :\gl‘(:o'cl with
£ g\ v » v M{‘. Underwood that théGoods were undervalued,
h}\\*&\‘-c\:\:\\“l » 3 A

e L 3 SRRRN \
Ot vahmtion for - the Watches was Rupees 411 but the

: Collector declared them considevably
nndervalued i letter marked G, .

so much so that he kept them with the view to confiseation, he must therefore
have considered them mudervalued more than 30 per cent, but for the sake of

~y 4 shewing that the Collector had no
grounds for assuming them to be so undervalued we will suppose them to hav

e been 30 per cent undervalued,
The 20 Watches then according to the Custom House valuation. ., Rs. 590 .0 4
Para 4 of letter marked O shews that the Collector valued the Case of .
Prints which he retained on behalf of Government. . ; 1150 0 0
o .A

Total Rupees 1740 0 o
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