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No. 2711.

Read letter rom the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, dated 15th June 1859, No. 238, sub-
mitting a further report on the proposed Pearl Fishery.

(Tn Con. 20th"June 1859, No. 2877.)

In the orders noted in the margin, Government sanctioned the employment of a Canoe and

5 No. 1248 Rev. Dept., dated 2d.in Con. 4th Dec. 1857, No,4813. Ciesws, M0l g

¥, 921 . do. ., 18th ,, 23d Feb.1859, ;, TS2. two Doatst and 48 buoys} for
,, 1406  do. . 15th ,, 18th Oct. 1859, guarding the Pearl Banks off the

coasts of Tinnevelly and Ma-

§ Para.130f Board's Proceedings, No. 214, dated 20thJan, 1859, dura; and i
axd para. 3 of £. M. C., No. 221 already gquoted aboce. c:lliici 9‘;:Jr a;' :::Iz:: :"; anisro-

taining three additional boats§ which, ths late Master Attendant at Tuticorin stated, were ne-
cessary to guard the whole line of banks.
9, The death of this officer, to whom the construction of the boats and the care and
. management of the banks were entrusted, rendered it necessary for
oAtk Feb. 1859, No. 696. the Board to call upon the Acting Collector to report what arrange-
ments he would propose for the future conservation; &c., of the
banks, and lie has now replied to the requisition. ; »
3. Mr. Levinge thinks that, the banks are not poached and is of dpinion that an additicn-
al Canoe, at the same cost (Rupees 34}) as that now employed, will be sufficient, for the present
for guarding the banks of Taticorin. «
Tk s 2 4. From an examination made under his orders, by the Jodee
|| Head of the Diver caste. Talaven]| from the 9th to the 16th May last, there appears to be no
: : prospect of a valuable fishery for, at least, the next two or three
yeafé; although it-s probable that two banks may be ready for fishing in Marca 1860.
5. One bank was examined in March last and s_ix mote, as above stated, in May, by the
head diver, and 981 oysters taken from them. The oysters (250 in number) taken from two of
: : the banks were opened, and they gave no promise of any great return from
Siw Packets. these banks. ~The peatls found in the remaining oysters, are herewith for-
: warded for the inspection of Government.
6. Mg, Levinge observes, # the oysters for years now do not seem to grow. 1 have been

« they are always small and generally void of pearls ; if there are any found, they are very small,
¢ not lavger than a pin's head,” and the specimens now submitted support the Acting Collector

in this assertioil. 9

7. e proposes a fi ther examination of the same banks, by the head diver after the close
of the north-east monsoon (in November and December) when it will be ascertained whether or
not it will be expedient to organise a fishery in March 1860. : ’ ' ‘
) : , 8. In Extract Minutes Consultation, No. 1598,
Iu Con. &d December 1858, No. 5386. dated 29th November 1858, Government sanctioned Ru-

g pees 2,585-1-8 for meking a completeinspeetion of the

banks. The Acting Collector is requested to state whetker any of this sum has yet been ex-
pended and to mention the probable gpgnce of his proposition whic
will, doubtless, require smuch less thah the sum above mentioneds

Mr. Levinge propos _ d
which are stated to be useless in consequence of their great weight.

10. 'With regard to the future management of the banks, the Acting Collector thinks
that it might with advantage be left to him. He has great confidence in the intelligence and influ-
ence of the head diver,-and proposes availing himself largely of his agency, in the protection and

examination of the banks which will be placed under the immediate charge of the Head Assistant

No. 9. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th July 1859, A1

“ Jong resident in the district and have seen the Pearl oysters brought up from year to year, but .

ch, frow its limited character,

0. In the meanwhile, as only 17 out of the 48 buoys sanctioned, have been e,
¢s making, if possible 24 more of lighter wood than those already made, and
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Collector who is stationed at Tuticorin, In the event of a fishery being established, the head
diver, it appears, will be entitled to one or two boats as a fee or perquisite in return for his services.

11. The Board observe that the plan originally contemplated requires, for its success, the
personal co-opeation of an officer possessing the peculiar qualifications of Captain Robserton,
which may or may not be found in his successor. Until, therefore, Government can find an
officer competent to take charge of the banks, as Captain Robertson did, the Board would re-
commend, that the conservancy and general management of the banks be entrusted to the Col-
lector, and that Mr. Lovinge be authorized to employ an additional Canoe at a charge of 34}
Rupees per mensem, andsto make the requisite number of buoys submitting an estimate of the
cost making a further examination of the Tuticorin banks in November and December next.

12. Resolved that a copy of these Proceedings and of the Collector’s communication, be
forwarded for the consideration and orders of Government.

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 10. ORDER THEREON, 25th July 1859, No, 987.

Para. 1. In these proceedings the Board of Revenue recommend that the general manages
ment of the pearl banks on the Tinnevelly and Madura coasts should be entrusted to the Collec-

tor of Tinnevelly until Government can find an officer competent to take charge of it.

2. Mr. Phipps, the present Master Attendant at Tuticorin, was carefully selected with a

special view to his being employed on this duty in addition to the ordinary functions of his office,
and it is the wish of Government that all the operations connected with the pearl banks should
be under his immediate personal charge ; though he should correspond ou the subject through
the Collector, and be subject to his orders. The Board of Revenue will be requested to in-
struct the Collector accordingly.

3. The packet of small pearls will be returned to the Board.
: (Signed) J, D, BOURDILLON,

Seeretary to Government,
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Ix Cow. 207 June 1859, No. 2877.
From V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., Acting Collector of TINNEVELLY,
dated Tinnevelly, 15th June 1'85?,, No.238.
With reference to my letter of 9th March last, No. 102, as there can be no longer any d°‘,‘b‘.
about Captain Robertson’s fate, I have the honor to report without further delay that for tl_fe present

T consider two canoes sufficient for the purpose of guarding the pearl banks off Tutacorin. One canve

at a monthly charge of Rupees 34-8 hos been already sanctioned, another at the same charge is ﬂlt?n'f:q
is l'eq;l l'eg.have come to this conelusion after a consultation with the Jadee Talaven of Tutacorin who ;iﬁ;
the he;d of the ﬁshermén and diver caste people there, and all. along §11e coast 3 & man yybo is pos-
sossed of influence amongst the divers and informnt:ion on the mfbject of the _p'eaﬂ‘ fishery handed (.lov;fs 4
in his family for many generations. Inboth gt.lardmg and nt}akmig an e;ammz'm_on oi" tlle _pesvul‘l.a’m‘: : '1; _
T should like to make great use of this man’s influence m@ 1x‘1te111gence-—-the ('hvcrs w?ﬂ not Eoﬂ; we :
éxcept under his orders and it cannot be expected that his influence would be ege;-ted g the part o
Government if he is passed over and T think 1t Woulx! be more advantageous, and he goul(.l. be g(z; tf.‘
work better if placed under the orders of the Collector to be worked thgough the Heafi Assxa‘tz:;‘xti Col-
lector whose head guarters is at Tutacorin than if put under the Master Atten.dant. Th;,a.T ade:le alaven
is entitled if a fishery takes place to have one or tv::e boats as maniyam, for this he should render service
nd is willi 1 i courtesy. 3y

?nd P wm’ll‘ll:g tiai:i:ztzir 2? t:li::ll;{f zapc;: b; him);)y my orders from the 9ili to the 16th May has
been i;ore sa:i:factory than previous ones made by the la.te Master Atte.ndant, thugh heldid, i‘f. a:«a}ﬁ

loy the Jadee Talaven to superiniend. A copy of his nrzee to‘ me 1; herewzt}l segt»,_ also gqme small
?mpl ybrou ht up by him. Heis of opinion that only two banks will be found ert‘}fﬁslu'ng aufl recom-
g:;:s witﬁgwhich I agree, that ‘after the close of the N. E. Monsoon when the sea 1s (?lea? and tranq;ﬂ
a furtfler examination of the banks named in his urzee shoul@ be rznade to ascertaln'fog c;rtm? ;v s:ts

 thege i¢ of a fishery in March 1860 To make that examination the necessary number o‘ o
Pms{))ech' (i‘ ¢ the time. The instruments he calls “ Kandacoals” are buoys, 48 were sagctangr}, 17
:::‘:e ;ee:e m:',de ; oub ;f the balance, I will have if possible 24 made of lighter wood and after the
patte;n n]x: ;Z:;:o;:l\:;:ﬁ&pbain Robertson’s zeal made him over sanguine and that ;thg{:e :g not a
ob 1;111; - of a valuable fishery occurring for atleast two or three years, but the strange thing is that ?he
i nad now do not seem to grow. I have been long resident in the district and have seen t,h'e
oySt;m f:r yels;:s(mght up from year to year but they are always small and generally void of pearls, if
Eli::e :Z: :Il;sy found they are very small, not larger than a pin’s head. I do not t:hinl.c the {)anks 21'0
poached, if such occurred it would come out ; for the present.therefore T do not think 1% ndvmblle a:;
Giovernment to go to any great expense in building or purchasing guard boats, onc canoe to wa:’c a;k :
warn off fishing boats from the banks off Tutacorin and the .2r1 to be employed off the’ new b a;
Veerabandyapatam will be quite sufficient. The banks ‘mentlonefi'{u the Jadee Talaven’s nr;ee ate to
be found in the Chats of the pearl banks made by Captain Franklin in charge of the Manaar Survey.
Exe. 1.
dressed by Jandythalaven of Tutacorin.
gif:;fi:ﬁ:gofhaen :er::; bzdnks at Tn{acoriny from the 9th to the 16th of May 1859 the pearl
ssters as shown below have been found :— e o

1. Nagurapaur....... R 211
9. Klateepaur.........oceniernnes . 160
3. Tolirumpaur.........oonuemvacees 100

4. Atuwaeeanvodoopaur.......... 150
5, CUriXanpaur........cousesseres 223

6. Curixantoondoopaur............ 59
899

The 250 oysters that have ben found in Tolirampaur and 'Atuwaeemvodg)opwr have b;en é‘g?;ﬂ
- d examined and it does not appear that they will be productive of any great advantage 10 |
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649 oysters taken from the other banks

alue of the pearls found in the remaining
The peatls have not been valued after subjecting

s a3 there are not sufficient oysters to
of Noyember and December,
an then be valued after

ment. The estimated v
* Is equal to th ofa Tola, is Rs. 2 per muu]dud\
al test by placing them on a vessel containing holes

them to a form
do so. Therefore if the pearl banks are as usual examined in the months

about 1,000, or 1,500 oysters can be taken from each bank, and the pe: atls ¢
subjecting them to a formal test, and then it can be said certainly whether a pearl fishery can be con=
# Notin the Chart.  ducted in March 1860. The bank. called, “Vypauthoocaraypaur 7% was examined
on the 21st and 22d M: wreh, and 82 oysters lave been taken. On cutting and ex: ymining them, a pem'l
hard and round of 50 petties,* weighing & munjaudy and value d ab 1 Rupee 1
:;:{’;11 fl)); z]‘.:jle‘:llul[lylel?l;l:h(:,lltl: and 12 Annas; a pearl of 400 “petties,” a pe: arl of 600 “pettics,” and a :
value. small pearl have been found and forw: arded to your honor on the 7th instant.
The number of oyste examined in (,onncchon
with the banks of Tutacorin.
1f, according to custom and to the order issued by th
» 1836 in the name of my father, two large tlhon'os and
d “Kondacoal” are ordered to be proy ided for the
and with what number of dhouics, the pearl fi
1 made by employing vessels,* not only involves g

- .

# Tg a mark on the hole of the

rs is not abundant in the said bank. The said bank can be

Yoard during the time of Mr. Eden, on the
four small ones together with the
examination it can be ascer-

12th Septembe
other instruments calle
tained in how many days
* Schooners. examinatior

ment but proves unsatisfactory. :
als” which have been made by the Master Attendant with auye.

The instruments called “Kondaco
wood being too heavy, are useless—2% «Kondacoals” made of hill 20%d W 1 :
ny ) ¥ \ade of hill - margoza wood, being absolutely | R ; / (_,d/ :
s orders for my guidance. f Vel ””x%‘/ ol (‘7%) ol (7€ . 2
(}4/ A fov7ert / ron/ e

required, T request to be f;
As the number of oys T newly discovered this year ab Veera- i
lere to prevent fishing, i
Llllotl/ /é (ua(c[’(‘(/ﬂ,a. :

paudiapatam, I solicit that a guard bo
ovil /e/yz/a/ efn)

' boats from approaching it.
P L A
e @ =/

shery can be conducted. The
reat. cxpénditure to Govern.
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avored with your honot’s
ters is abundant in the bank which
at may, as requested by me, be employed ¢

. lor” (/ C/(l)ltcvf

RS "‘l(‘l.t/

PALAMCOTTAH, } (Signed) V. H. LEVINGE, -‘ e
31st May 1859 Actg. Collector. - A ) & ﬁz{,;w> e
/"" )}:ﬂv//yﬂtf// ‘;
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(True Translation.)
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