


: proposed for remission is Rupees 9,18,153.

Proceedings of the Madras \Government, Revenue Department,
" Jrom 16th 10 122d July 1859. .

No, 69. Read the following P i of the Board of Revenue, dated 2d J uly 1859,
No 2570. e W
,',‘.'f.aj.(, _12""%:‘\’ ¢ b
* Read letter from the Collector of Tanjoye, dated 22d June 1859, No. 135, recomme nding, : 4
under circumstances stated, remission of part| of the increase by price in the Ooloongoo villages,

(In Con. 29th June 1859, No. 3104.)

Resolved that the foregoing letter be submitted for the consideration and orders of the '
Honorable the Governor in Council. .,! : 3 ¥
2. In this communication the Collector brings under notice the great difficulties of the
Meerassidars in the Oolcongoo settledvﬁlml, who, notwitstanding a deficient harvest, are re-
quired to pay an increased demand moen:aqumce of the enhanced prices of grain ; all increase
in the Market prices above 10 per cent. of the standard rates accruing to Government according
to the conditions of the Ooloongoo mode of settlement,

3. 'The season of Fusly 1268 has been truly disastrous, = The early part of it commenced
with excessive heavy rain, which from its being unseasonable, did harm. This was followed by
three months of comparative drought with deficient freshes in the Cauvery. At this period the
early wet crops either perished entinely,s'g! were so much injured as to render it necessary that et
the land should be replanted, and the caltivation of the main crop fell below that of the pre- S
ceding Fusly, itself a bad year. In November extensive loss of produce, harvested and standing ‘
both of wet and dry lands, was incurred from the inundations which took place in that month, iy
The disasters of the landholders did not end here, for in the following April a severe storm occur- R

red, accompanied by excessive rain, (about 20 inches it is stated,) which 20
Para. 11. did great injury. Unirrigated and garden products particularly suffer- ¥R
ed. The oil-seed crop, it appears, was entirely destroyed, and the fruit ¥
and other trees already much injured bythu‘lt-ogmaof previous years, were seriously affected, ;

4. Under these circumstances MMu‘namﬂy anxious to obtain for the Ooloon- .
goo settled villages some relaxation of a demand, which, had they been settled on the fixed field -
assessment principle, like the Tagnpwgnlhgesofthe District, would not have existed at

, all. The allegations as to loss of produce have been scrutinized by the i
. Para. 10, Collector and kis subordioate Officers, and where, according to the Sl
~ Ooloongoo Raules, the crops were cut and thrashed under the immediate B |
superintendence of the Revenue Officers, theﬂetualprod&e, and that in some degree deterio- 188
rated by the excessive moisture, was found to be only about one-third of the standard grain
amount or computed ordinary produce of the land. . ’

e ! 5. In regard to the price of grain, the Colléctor obseryes that the
rise is 60 per cent. above the preceding year, (when the rate was higher
than ever before known since the assumption of the District,) and about 170 per -cent. above
what is termed the standard rate. The addition to the
Statement accompanying Coliector's Government demand on account of this rise in price alone,
lekler. % is as much as Rupees 14,30,506, about the entire Land
Revenue of an ordinary District, of which the amount

, i > 6. A similar relaxation in the demand on account
E. M. C. 13th im.Cm'.im- July of this item, was asked and sanctioned: last year, and under

1858, No. 157. = the more irying circumstances set forth on the present oc-

: 4 “ . casion, the Board can have no hesitation in recommending
‘ that the indulgence sought by the Collector, may be

See Statement. granted. It will be seen that owing to varying losses and

‘ varying prices of grain i the different sections of the Dis-
trict, the Collector prefers remissions of 4 and ¢ according to circumstances to one uniform rate,
The Board consider this arrangement souad and would leave it to the Collector to apply
either of these rates according to the results of his enquiries on the subject,
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Revenue Department,

0 system, when the out-turn of the
n amount, the Meerassidars are at
rtained by the Reverue Officers.
the assets at 20 per cent. above
on of the superiority of the lands
Considering the losses entailed
rember, the Collector requested that
per cent. might be foregone, and esti-
sacrifice of revenue on this account
0. Under the peculiar nature of
irelief. 'Till the accounts of the set-
ent it has been given, but it appears
at many Meerassidars, whose losses
must have been great, [pr A iping their crops themselves, partly
to escape the vexatious int; rference of public officers, and partly from a
coaviction that they would meet with consideration under the trying circumstances of the season.

8. Thé‘:ColleQwr eomid@that the river embankments are in an
unsatisfactory state, mdthtt%u an entire want of confidence in the
stability of the works as at present executed. The Board resolve, with
reference to this remark, to forward Qppy..ﬁof these Proceedings to the Chief Engineer with ex-
tract from the letter from the Collectpr lmﬁﬁlfﬁ!lt- v fa ts

| (& true Extract.)

AN ~ (Singed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.
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year is likely to fall below 70 per cent.
liberty to demand a settlement on the
On such occasions the early or cadapa ¢

From Collector 26th Fehruary in Con. this : '
1st March 1859, No. 842. :

the season, the Board authorized the'cgw to g t
tlement are before them, the Board cannot sa to what
from the letfer now spbmi

Para. 10.

Para. 22.
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No. 70. OrpEr THEREON, 22nd July 1859, No. 979,
et B g Bl

The Board of Revenue lay before Go ﬂ’ it letter from the Collector of Tanjore, re-
presenting that in consequence of the disastrous character of the season of Fusly 1268, and the
high price of grain, some remission is necessary in tio"Oolungoo settled villages of that District.
Mv. Cadell’s proposal, which the Board support, is thit;\r;horq,the price of paddy is less than 150
per cent. above the standard, half the Jingrease shg}l be re{iu’ﬁuiahed ; and that where it exceeds
150 per cent, two-thirds of the increase 713]1 be given up. We result would a be remission of
no less than Rupees 9,18,000. 4

2. The Oolungoo settled villages in Tanjore are 1,581 in umber, being about one-third of
the whole District. Of late years applications for large remissions in these villages have been
very frequent. In Fusly 1263 Government thus remitted Rupees 3,51,999 ; in 1265, Ru-
pees 200,000 ; in Fusly 1267 Rupees 5,80,000; and in Fusly 1268, it is called on to give up
the still larger sum above specified. The application is always accompanied by a representation
of the badness of the season and the losses of the Mirdsdars, and the Government do not at all
doubt that in every case there has been ground for such representations ; but, still, it is apparent
that the chief motive to the request is the high price of grain.

3. The present application has led the Governor in Council to examine the Oolungoo set-
tlement. It is based on a grain rent, commutable into money every year at the current selling
price. There is a standard grain produce for each village, and a standard commutation rate :
every year an average price is determined by certain established means, and where this varies
from the standard price by more than 10 per cent. in excess or more than 5 per cent. in deficiency,
it is adopted as the commutation rate for the year.

4. The principle of a grain rent, annually commutable at the market price of the year, has at
first sight a strong appearance of equity. But in practice it has been found even in more advanced
countries that the tendency of such a system is to diminish the independence of the tenant and with
it his steady industry. In this country, where the sources of information as to price are so greatly

inferior, the effect is, in addition, to lead to extensive fraud and corruption ; an effect very great-
ly heightened by subordinate parts of the Oolungoo arrangements, especially where a village is
taken under Amari,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
SJrom 16th to 22d July 1859.
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5. On the whole, the Governor in Council is of opinion that the Oolungoo settlement
ought to be wholly gotridof; and he regm"-ds the present time as peculiarly favorable to the
change. The price of grain has ranged very high for several years, and there seems no
likelihood of any material fall, because the rise is evidently due to permanent rather than to
merely temporary causes. The terms of the Oolungoo settlement therefore will continue to be
adverse to the Mirdsdar ; who will find himself every year called on to pay a large sum over and
above what was contemplated when the settlement was made, his only escape being by means of
remissions specially granted, and for which be has to pay a heavy price in money, time, conveni-
ence, and the sacrifice of self-respect. The Governor in Council has reason to believe that the
great bulk of the Mirdsddrs of Oolungoo villages are fully alive to the inconveniences under
which the system places them under present altered circumstances, however much they may have
thought it to their advantage under the low prices of former times ; and that they are quite ready
and even anxious for its abandonment. He resolves therefore to take immediate steps to effect
this change, and happily the means are at hand of doing it simply and easil y.

6. The Oolungoo settlement, as already said, is based on a standard grain produce for each
village, and a standard commutation price for each mahinam or small circuit of villages. This
standard price applied to the Goverment share of the standard produce, which is computed un-
der fixed and known rules, constitutes the standard yearly demand. In about 1,200 villages in
the district (styled motta fysal villages) this standard demand is in fact the actual yearly demand
not being subject to addition or diminution with reference to yearly prices, as in the Oolungo;
villages. All that is now required is to make a similar arrangement in these latter. This will
fix the demand on the village : with respect to that on individual Mirdsdars, they will continue
to pay simply according to the extent of their land, as they now do under Oolungoo.

7. The commutation price employed in '_this ‘conversion will be the standard price of the
village. The Government might claim to sabstitute a higher rate, deduced from the prices
which have ruled during the last ten years; but they resolve to forego all such right. They
have no desire to make the change a source of increased revenue ; and they are satisfied also that
a settlement based on a price fixed on different data from that of the rest of the District would
not give satisfaction and could not be regarded as permanent.

8. The change will be made in all respects on terms similar to those followed in the case of
the motta fysal villages; except that no power will be reserved to the Mirdsdars of throwing
the village into Amni in the event of deficient produce. In the Oolungoo villages this is allow-
ed where the estimated yield is below 70 per cent. of the standard ; the alternative is frequently
resorted to and is a fruitful source of fraud, as well as of demoralization to the Revenue servants.
In the motta fysal villages it is permitted when the estimated produce is below 60 per cent. of
the standard ; but in point of fact the right has rarely or never been exercised in those villages,
In the contemplated re-settlement of the Oolungoo villages, no such right to the Mirdsdér seems
necessary, and none will be allowed.

The increase of measurement found in Mr. Kindersly’s survey, in excess of the old land
accounts, will be dealt with as in the motta fysal villages ; i. e. where there is good ground

"to believe it to be bond fide increase of cultivation, it will be added to the standard ; but where
it shall appear to be due only to more exact measurement, the standard will not be altered.

9. The contemplated re-settlement may be made, as the Governor in Council fully believes,
in the course of the next six or eight months, so as to be acted on in the current fusly. It will
be necessary that the accounts of each village should be examined by an able and trustworthy
officer and a settlement made ; and the Governor in Council resolves to entrust this work, under
the Collector, to Ramiengar, late Head Sheristadar of Tanjore and now a Deputy Collector in
the same district. He has been already appointed, indeed,to make a registration of the inims
of the District ; but under altered arrangements he will not now be wanted for that purpose.
He is now replaced at the disposal of the Collector for the duty above described ; he will per-
form it under the general control of the Collector, who will revise his work and report upon it
when completed. In consideration of the increased responsibility and trust thus laid upon
Ramiengar, the Governor in Council resolves to promote him from the third to the second class

of Deputy Collector,
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5 plated reduction in the number of Taliigs in T the reduction of the Revenue -
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12, With respect to the present applicatio th sor in Council resdlves to Wﬁ:
it, on the condition that the change above indit e Oolungoo Settlement is agreed to, 4
he believes it readily will be, But ifjin any vi isd: xhoxﬂd‘pduw:mﬁ'_ﬁn 3
Oolungoo Settlement, then they willn receive re basis stated by the Collector ; but q
the Government will be prepared to consider theli sideration of loss by the floods of -
- November, apart from all allowance for high ff I'he Mirdsddrs of such villages will be | - R
* made distinetly to understand, also, that for the future ,-y‘:"ml'mgoo rules as to price will be I e TR S :
 strietly adhered to, and no remission grant¢d on account of high price. = : .
~13. The only District except Tanjore where the Oolungoo system is found, is Tinnevelly. ,
The high price of grain has not led to applications to Government from that District as from ;
"Tanjore for remissions ; but it is not certain vihﬂhergcmhﬁon has been allowed by the Collec-
‘tor, or whether the additional demand has been fully levied. At all events it seems probable i
* that the system is as little liked under high prices in Tinnevelly as in Tanjore, and the Governor |
g _in Council would desire to abolish it in the former District also. He requests the Board to re- | :
~ port on the subject without delay ; stating the facts o'fy;hq case, the particulars of the settlement : , : q
* in Tinnevelly, and the means at hand for substituting a different seitlement.
' (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON, e e
. Secretary to Govcmmd‘. 8 ‘54_::@:}.‘3;,?; o
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