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Proceedings of the Madras Goyp nment, Revenu
Srom 18th to 27th May 1859,

T e s
6. The next improvement was to revise the [rates of tax collect
subject was brought forward by the Collector of

plify the ¥ates in his District, and the Board tool
the revised r.

¢ Department,

ed on scattered trees, .- The

richinopoly who Proposed to reduce and sim.

the occasion to observe that in their
3

| Opinion
tes should be charged onl’/ in cases w

here no
Ezxtract Minutes Consultation 4¢h

separate assgSSment was levied on the land, Government
January 1854, No. 10, in Consul- sanctioned the modified rates proposed for Tl‘ichinopoly,
tation, 30th January. but their order specified trees on unoccupied

land only, so
that the gredt principle of not levying a tree tax iy addi-
tion to the land assessment still remained in abeyatce. The Board then took
tending to other Districts the reform which had bgen carried out in Trichine
subject before Government in their letter of 2nd Alpril 1855, The arrangeme
sion had two objects in view —

measures for ex-

poly and laid the
nts on this ocea-

I. To exempt all trees from taxation ex¢epta few of the most j
Mango, Tamarind, Jack, Eloopah, Cocoanut and [falmirah,

IL To introduce into each District a unifPrm and moderate scale of
session of the former complicated and sometimes blrdensome Tates,
at the same time assimilated in the different Distr
mitted. :

mportant kinds, pia,

taxation in super.
The rates of taxation were
cts as far as their varying circumstances per-

: 7. GPvernment entered into a discussion of the

Circulated with Board's C. 0, of 2943 subject in KXtract Minutes Consultation 31st May 1855,

October 1855, No. 2902. No. 655. [The arrangements proposed by the Board

In Con. 29th Oct. 1855, No. 1429, for modifyi®g the rates of tax on scattered trees, and

freeing all feXcept six descriptions from taxation were

approved ; but Government now went fully into the question, and directed several other reforms

to be proceeded with. By far the most important| of these was the great principle lately ad-

vocated by the Board of charging no tax for trees| 0% occupied lands, and it was now directed

that trees on Puttah or Inam land, on the boundaries of fields and in backyards, should be
exempt from taxation. The other ameliorative meafures related to the following subjects ;—

L Arresting the decay of olg topes which #ad fallen into the hands of
consequence of the former Native system of heavy] taxation,
on the land occupied by them, and giving them owfr to the h
they could be found, or otherwise to the village conpmunity,

Govemment, in
by placing a moderate assessment
eirs of the original planters where
or some respectable landholder.,

IL.  Distinguishing groups of Palmirabs or ofher trees on unoccupied land from detached
or scattered trees, so that the former might be relieffed from the tree tax and the toll system, by
being charged a lump rent or Muctah, or by*an assebsment being fixed upon the land

III.  Leaving all landholders at perfect liberfy to lop and
property, and forbidding any private trees to be ta
was required for public pnrposes.

fell the trees growing on their
ken except by purchase when timber or fuel

IV. Attention was also®drawn to the impor
in the forests, and trees of all descriptions planted to
while villagers were not to be debarred from their
for domestic purposes within their village limits,

nee of protecting avenues, valuable timber
trengthen the bunds of tanks and channels ;
ncient privilege of cutting fuel and wood

8. After collecting the necessary informatio
arrangements, for carrying out the views of Govern
Proceedings of 22nd January 1858, No. 305. In
those views—for insiance, the tol| system under

| from the Collectors, the Board detailed
eat, as far as was found possible, in their
sofne points it was found necessary to modify
which the trees are taxed instead of the land,
in Tanjore, and part of Trichiuopoly, in Tinnevelly fand Malabar, could not be at once altered
and was found to work satisfactorily in the first threle Districts. It was also shown that most
of the old tepes had not lapsed to Government from [over-taxation, as had been supposed, and

that only in some instances, therefore, were parties |Willing to take them from Government on

condition of pa‘)'ing the land assessment. Ituppears, how-

In Con. 21st April 1858, No. 106]. ever, unnecessar)y to enter into these particulars which are
7 ’ ’ 1

noticed in extendo in the Government's review of the |

Joard's
Prn,'c.-_"wfr'ls‘:':‘ contained in Extract Minutes Consultatipn 6th March 1858, No. 298,

\ IV. The holders of trees on Puttah or Inam land or in ba

! V. When Cocoanut or other trees are planted on Nu

f

M
. Proceedings of the Madras G niment, Revenue Department,

- - Jfrom 18th to 2 tIa‘May 1859,

o,

<. 9. Another important subjet connected wiith*rees is the extent to whic

h the reniers of
Abkarry Farms have been allowed to interfere with to.

dly-producing trees growing on Ryots’
8 : holdings. | Goveyiment directed enquiries to be made on
i In Con. 14th August 1856. this point in Extract Minutes Consultation 18th J uly 1856,
& No. 748, the Board reported upon it in their Proceedings
o | of 28th February 1859, No. 734y"and this repor{ has Jjust been reviewed by Government in the
Extract Minutes Consultation at the head of these Proceedings.

10.  The leading papers connected with the taxation of topes and trees
merated ; but a separate correspondence has tak 2n
arrange such local rules as the peculiarities of eac

have thus been enu-
place between the Board and the Collectors to
h District required to carry out the orders of

£ Government. .
ke - L When the tarum assessment of the land is paid, no extra tax will be levied on trees
i' - ofany kind which now exist or may hereafter be planted. T
A Nore.—The spirit of this rule is not contravened by the levy of a tree tax in Malabar,
P : Tinnevelly, Tanjore and the wet talooks of Trichinopoly, for this tax is there substituted for the
o land assessment instead of being an addition to it. ; :

=y

IL.  Under the spirit of the above rule no tree tax will
B Inam lands or in the backyards which are allowed for the use of't
e rules cr the District Mamool.

III. When trees are planted on Poo
source, the usual water tax will be levied in

be levied on trees growing on
he ryots by the Hookumnamah

njah land and water is taken for them from a Sircar
addition to the Poonjah assessment.

ckyards have an absolute pro-

prietak right in them, and may lop or fell them at pleasure, and without first applying to the

Goverliment officérs for permission.

egistry of the land as one Crop or two crop.

{ Nore.—This rule is founded on the following reasons—Trees do not require

than ene rice crop and no extra charge is therefore made for them when planted on single crop

‘ land,  But when they are planted on lands which has been supplied with irrigation for two rice

i crops, Government ought not to lose its revenue and a two crop assessment is therefore charg-
ed.—Vide Enclosure 2 in Board’s Proceedings of §th March 1855, No. 599.

VI. Applications may be made for-the topes now in the hands of Government, on the,
condition of paying the tarum assessment of the Jand on which they stand. Where the heirs of

njah land, a single crop, or a double
f‘ crop assessment will be levied, with reference to the r

more water

| the planters of these topes can be found, they will be sarrendered to them. Otherwise they
g

will be made over, at the discretion of the local authorities, to the village community, or to
£ some respectable person who will be likely to take care of the trees. In all these cases aftera

y Puttah is given for the land on which a tope stands, the Puttahdar becomes absolute proprietor
i -. of the trees, A .
R VII. Topes for which offers are not made on the condition of paying the land assess-

ment, will be put up to rent, or will be given out on a Muctah, or fixed woney rent, or the trf:e
tax a; the modified rates will be levied on their trees. In these cases the temporary holde.r will
| be entitled to the leaves and loppings as well as to the fruit, but must aot fell the trees without
permission. : | , :
VIII. Where no persons are willing to rent topes, measures will be tal:cen b-)“the G;)
ispos ‘e—the village community will not be
vernment servants to gather and dlspose'of 'the- produce g y
obliged to take charge of the tope or pay its previous rent. :
IX. A tree tax at the revised rates will be collected on scattered trees growing on.waste
or unoccupied land for which the tarum assessment is not paid. 5 : 2
X. When an application {(durkhast) ¥s made for waste land containing scattered trees :
- Ke. ; 3 ; ; : n
holder of the trees is to be offered the chois¢ of taking the land at the tarum assessment, a
1oaer « .
i 1
if he refuse, the land with the trees may be made over to the apphca)t'. : 5
“Ngre.—This principle is laid down in Extract Mi-
“  Chosultation Gth March 1838, p. 15, but Collectors

——

e I

An Con. 21st April 1858, No. 1061,
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Proceedings of the Madras Gavernment, Revenne Department, Praceedings of the Madm_s ~Gpvernment, Revenye Department, (ol
SJrom 18th to 2Tth May 1859, Jrom 18th 10.27th May 1i859. g
e e PO SR TS R R oo - ; e - : '!4,
gard to eStabliS]'led custom, and ti ;te:es_tsw il Govemment. They have been informeqd. thag- (1 ‘ g e :'-‘i’weu propnetatiy 'x;ght‘ e Shézed‘lth‘: -{" ‘
t.hey possesszf discretionary powex: 0 ‘sl»;“““‘giﬂf’&m p#xde for waste land containing‘?aluable ,E.'u‘,«m.’C.'G{h. Maret, 4853, IYb. 2955 L Se 19 ‘ vﬂrassessment-wou d e fixedon: ithe. lay r '
timber or fruit trees, when the object otghe ap; licant js to obtain the timbey or anno para. 12, in Con. 21st April 1858, ﬂﬁ&f’ﬂl& came to maturity. | Government, how- 3
ponent instead of really _cultivating the land. "l In the same manner Waste’lands coﬁtzli)m?fgj No. 1061. .‘"%:- f ‘that th;;pl'ES?;lt rul;s would be a Srﬁ;ie": T 1
P mongn treeg will be zosarved fqgg FEY OFpther Government purposes. t -as.is suitable for sandy wi;?ﬁnprmtizzsif '}Zn;s'v::: ﬁ:ex:i t;zl:ill:e{]; lagnhd E
- i aGedd : . . ent as is; : . xed | 1. :
A4, In some Ipstances one Ryot s g : o ; s . o
Note.—In the orders sent to some Dist u:ts,..ﬂla..,L Pntjfliﬁ[fdr the land, ang another for ‘:;;eshoids = ' the Board have, therefore, called Aattention to the subject by giving prominence to ‘itin Rule
,! dura, Bellary, Nellore, Guntoor, South Afut,‘f ing upon i pra-

§c., double Puttahs have been prahibéted;"ﬁ
] the holder of trees is to be given merely & pos
é ceipt for his payments. But in some instq
‘ as in Salem, this rule cannot be at onced

. 1 e
, ed out, in consequence of its departurgx :

should spring up on waste land of thi_s.deacri_gtinp,!i
12.  One point of some importance remains, ~In Extract Minutes Consultation 6th Jan uary
. ["'l’fsﬁjfﬂ'é,ﬂm, paras. 10 to 12, Government allow the
In Con. 29th January 1858, No. 167. Of 1s of the P, ‘W. Department to-apply the proceeds

i ing - scarcity of fuel makes it hig (desirable, that plantations. of firewood 1
NEUPON it, In these cases when the hold, o XILI. The increasing scarci y of fue : M}lghky : P ?
he tre 1

: : - of tations made by them near anicuts and river banks,

g T t9 brine this ineonven: . A 5 o\ Bty e .} . %

R BB Ard v btice {3} doubls - venient system of in the first instance to strengthening those works, and maintaining and extending the plantations,

15« ‘tong established practice. 4 3, i f’“ahs toaipeedy engd and are to give Benefit -would arise in the Board’s opiéi‘oﬁ»‘iﬁ'ﬁn& were:authorized to extend this principle at 3
Al - - . » . . . .
30 — RS Pts and not Puttahs o the tree hold- disczetion to cases'where Collectors are “engaged ‘jn forming topes and spreading the cultiva. -
¢ : vﬂ?;ﬁ!}@?ever Practicable,
XIL Ryots are allowed the same pﬁ,’ﬂlﬁg&v’mf: heretofore

“tion of ‘useful ‘trees. "The ‘subject has Jjust been “brought to their notice, in consequence of
lage limits. They may also cut small si

“the Collector of Salem ‘wanting' funds to pay lﬁ"e."’v'i&‘iagerswwho are employed from year to-year ! ‘
under the Regulations ~in sowing' Palmirah seeds on Government waste
laid down by the Forest Conservancy. £ See ' Board's Pro. of 13th dpril 1859,"No.'1290. land. ‘M. Orr commenced this practice in
XIII.  The tope rules of 1848 are €y and all persons wishing to plant public of *'On this subject see E. M, 0.‘-8111 Se}?teﬂbber 1841, and it h.as’ been followed so su.ccess'pfully
private topes, including plantations for :“'-afpply for land under them. Sandy o ‘1858, No. 1836, P. W. D. Public, 8tk m‘G.tm. ‘that tht-a‘growmg trees were reported in 18?4: as
sterile ground, on which Paliirahs anc i eﬂe,‘# 8row, but which is unfie for ordir{ar 23rd Seplember '1858, No. 4067 respecting  amounting to.above .25‘ lacks. In the opinion
cultivation, will be given on a light asse t, alld:;"thi‘ﬁ assessment is ot leviable for 20 'eary Masulipatin and*Boants 'Fro. 10,50, Sl e of S Board:a-portion 0‘.‘ the proceeds-deriy.-
~—This rule does not apply HNEEE L H e : i ; July' 1858, para.'18. ed from the sale of ' their leaves, fibres and

Nore.—This rule doe PPy velly District, ag Tespects Palmirahsg which “E. M. C.'8th September 1858, No. 1836, para, ‘timber* might be advantageously employed, 1

| A A  Product and bases of ¢ Revenue,—gee 3 P W.D.,in Con.23rd ‘September 1858, in  carrying on ‘further planting of ' this very : g
In Con. 6th Nov. 1858, No. 4597, $0f 6l May 1858, o, 1617, ang Bt s ;067- . fres: Ty
» 7th" October 1858, No. 1351, . No. - e -

13. It remains to consider the rules @i&k"ﬁ%é‘ been passed regarding topes, avenues and
S atgd Palmlrahs,_ can only use them for trees in the Public Works Department. g '
lation 1. of 184y, But the Abkarry

. ; 14. The planting of valuable trees in to -ﬁalopg tank and chanvel bunds was impressed
® 8rowing on private lang without the

making toddy under the .provisio.ns of the
renter is prohibited from interfering ‘wigh
consent of their owners. :

on the Officers of the P, W. Department in
A Ty Page 160 of Mr. Grant's book. the C. O. of the Board of Revenue D. P. W,
Note.—The latter part of this fule out in Bellary, Kurnool, Cuddapah + Respecting Tanjore see dated 3lst July 1855, and Government showed
Nellore, Chinglepat, Guntoor, Masulipats /izagapatam and Ganjam, unti] »the’ E. M. C. 6ih January 1858, No. 9, D- P, W. their approval of this order in Extract Minutes
present Abkarry leases expire, ‘or arrange N made with the renters, : | " Do-' g 185 8, No. 587, : 'Gonsullation quoted in par2. 15 of these Pro-
XV. Palmirah and Date trees gro ient waste land will continye under the q/ Do. 24th April 1838, No, 768, » - ceedings. Goverun;en.t aftferw:rdg .tra!:sfe;;‘ed
charge of the Collector and not be ma vator of Forests., The Abkarry i’ C. O. 18ih December 1856 B, Mr. Grant:boo;b, a.ll avenues. to -th? charge of ¢ ; lsmc:l thn;
rerter will be allowed the use of these frees free of any Payment, but this is only whilst the | page 438. gineer, excg.})t in Ia‘r‘uor_e(;]L oln the gro:md ‘:h o
land remains unoccupied or whilst the trees are pot required by Government When any of : ’ C. 0. 28th October 1856. thelr_fqtmatlon"was evnlem y comvm'ec .e] Wll)
them are given or sold to the ryots for domestic purposes, the Collector is to provide that others | Ditto. page 430, Public Wo_rks, and on the same p.llump. e Dr.
are sown or planted in their place. ‘ ' Cleghorn’s paper of suggestions for growing
XVI. In the event of the assessment due on land not being paid, the land, together with the ; ! valuable trees and hedges was circulated to that Department.
topes and trees on it, will be liable to e sold for the arrear,

e i 3 anagement
- No separate sale of the trees will 15. When there was a distinct Road Depariment the Superintendent had the manag
be permitted. &

i in li der his charge ; but the avenues
| of the avenues, which he planted along the main lines of road under his charge ;

NorE. — A modification of this rule will bene&:eqn

, a3 s care, The influence which
ractice where the holder of trees ‘ oo.all the.branch and, Distziet npd SASEHENESINNES Couefcﬁto-l ;t means of control which he
receives a separate Puttah. e "f-"-""-‘«. the Collector has with the Native commu.mty, and the more e 'CTZ I opinion thkL ihaihie
i i A a4 ossesses in the village and talook establishinents make the Board of op
11. 1In their Proceedings of 22nd January 1858, para, 41, the Board observed that the ROt .
Tope Rules of 1848 were

found thus far te have had Little effect
suggested that the end in view might perhaps
which are unfit for ordinary cultivation,

i irrigati ) would be

vancy both of these avenues and of the minor works of irrigation ‘(talnks (;ll.]d c}lllatnngz)e £rivim
- mic the Staie, if placed in that officer’s ”

: eflicie yrompt and more economical to, , if pla o1 i)
Pt el : ; and théy are strengthened in this opinion by the remarks

in extending private topes, and
be better attained by giving ove
once and! for ever, at 4 ligl

t tracts of ground,

it and fixed quit rent. [t

. on, 4th Dec. 1858, No, 5252.  made y Government in p. 1 and 4 of Extrfsct Minutes
appeared to them that g payment of this kind woulll be more suitable than an ordinary rent for In Con, 4th Dec, ) Consuliation, 13th November 1858, No. 2386, P. W. D.,
sterile lands of the deseription in view, and that Riyots would show more willingness to plant di ra. 2 of . Extract Minutes Const ion, 31st Murch 1838, No. 587, P. W. D. But as
: them, if in the receipt given for the quit rent, they annually receivéd document which botl, §95 1u pa g ,

e e L b - i

, ; . e~
: P aly observe that while the present arrang:
" ubiec NG und@t.dmcml - Bo * I St e < o
gt | e : :
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Pz'océg;?z')zgs of the Madras Gavernment, Revenue Department,
Jrom 18th  to 2[th May 1859

AP A P R N R P I N P PR A A PP i rs

ment conttnues, they are not aware of any orders heipg re-

C. 0.21st Jan. 1857 B, page 468 of quired in addition to those already given. These ¢rders

Mr. Grant’s book. call on the Magistracy to aid in preventing the theft of

wood or young trees, and to discover and punish persons

E. M. C.29¢th Oct. 1858, No. 2288, guilty of those offences, and direct that avenues are not to

P. W.D., in Con. 6th Nov. 1858, be!lopped or felled without the permission of the Collec-

No. 4907. tof, who appears to the Board their most efficient custo-

E. M. C.15th March 1859, No. 324, dian, especially when the village community has a part
R. D. ~interest in the trees.

No. 50. OrpER THEREON, 26th N:IFI&SQ, No. 707.
The object of Government in requé;:sting the Bo #l to prepare a digest of the orders in
foiee on the subjeet of trees and topes, was to obtain for
Order March 29th 1859, No. 321, g‘e?eral use a shorfsummary of those orders, The present
para. 5. paper though wem suited to be useful is not so concise as
the Government ‘fntended; but as it has been circulated to
Collectors no change need be made. The Govetnmen \ will only remark that a mistake seems
to have occurred in numbering the paragraphs ; a copy will be sent to the Board containing the

corrections which should be made in this réspect.

2. The order calling for a summary directed that it should be submitted for the approval
of Government ; in future it will be betfer that, as a general rule, Papers by the Board on which
the orders of Government are to be passed, or sach as are prepared in obedience to an order,
should not be circulated till they have been under the review of Government,

3. Adverting to the note to Rule XIV. in new pafa. 10, the Governor in Council resolves
to call the Board’s attention to clause first Sectiou“;}(_‘{ i Regulation I, of 1820, which express-
ly exempts trees on private land from interfgren@"by, bkarry servants of Government or ren-
ters. If the existing Abkarry leases in the Diswd 8 Memed authorize such interference, they
are so far illegal, and the provisions cann"‘iizfaiﬁwfull enforced. The Board will forthwith
instruct the Collectors to annul such provisions ;and afltheir admissi
fault of the servants of Government, the Board will be at liberty to
as may be a fair equivalent for any loss really sustainedBy the rente
3 of the order of March 14th, the attention 'of the Boa¥d was ¢
part of the order seems to have been overlooked, "

4. Referring to the suggestion in (new) para. ]2,;that Collectors should be allowed to em-

ploy part of the proceeds of Government plantations in maintaining and extending such planta-
tions, the Government do not desire to encourage genc

on into the leases was the
propose such compensation
rs in consequence. In para.
alled to this subject ; but that

rally the practice of planting by
Collectors ; being of opinion that it is not a function of Government but of private persons ; that
the latter will do it better, and that they will be déterr tl by GGovernment competition. In par-
ticular cases, however, the proceeding may be proper, &nd that here instanced by the Board is
one such. Where such planting is carried on with the@ppmml of Government, the Governor
in Council will be prepared to allow the course proposgl by the Board ; but it is not to be fol-
lowed without such special permission, ’*

5. Adverting to the closing paragraph of the Boat&'s Proceedings, the Governor in Coun-
cil wishes the Board to ascertain and report whether aby bad effects have resulted in practice
from the Avenue trees being under the ‘modified conttdl of the Engineer Department.

6. It is very desirable to encourage the planting of topes by private persons, whether for
timber, for fruit, for shade, or for firewood, The EXisting rules applying to this case are o |
that the Governor in Council cannot but, think they watild be more largely taken ady:
than they are, if they were generally known and rquy frusted.  He wishes the Board to in-
struct the Collectors to take every means i their Power to make these rules known in their Dis-
tricts and to endeavour to induce wealthly Natives both of the mercantile and the agricultural

sdicultuaral

A“t'hll

) m . : Y g : : - :
classes to act on them. The long period of exemption from taxation §f the land chosen is waste,

the very moderate demand thereafter and its fixity, and the permane cy, completeness and

rity of the title given, are poiuts to be specially .s[.‘rc;( as jnducements

'(\Sf;.:licl-df J. D. BOURDILLON.
Dec retary to (¢
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