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Proteedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
from 18th to 27th May 1859.
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Ordered that the following letter be despatched,

No. 12, From J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
George; to the Colonial Secretary, Colombo, dated 19th May 1859, No. 688.

The Governorin Council of this Presidency has had the opportunity of reading the in-
teresting and valuable reports by Dr. Kelaart

T the Colonial Secy. 28th Sep. 1857, No. 992. ou the Pearl banks and the Pearl Fisheries of
To do. 15th Oct. 1858, ,, 1407. Ceylon. You are aware from correspondence

_ From do. 30th Oct. ,, 4 81. that has passed, that this Government have

-

Jately been giving attention to the Pear] banks
on the Coast of Tinnevelly, which formexly productive have for many years yielded nothing,
with a view of restoring their former productiveness. It occurs to His Excellency in Council
that it would be a valuable assistance to this end if Dr. Kelaart could visit these banks and
report on them, their condition and capabilities, and the best method of dealing with them. I
am therefore instructed to request you to bring the matter before His Excellency the Governor
of Ceylon in the hope that he will obligingly spare Dr. Kelaart’s services for that purpose.
This Government will gladly make him any compensation for his time and services that may be
thought suitable besides paying all his actual expenses.

9. In the event of the Government of Ceylon being able to comply with this request, I
am to beg that you will acquaint me with the fact; and this Government will depute to ac-
company the Doctor in his examination of the banks the gentleman who is to have charge of them
and of the arrangements for the fishery, in order that he may thus, by persona'l‘intercourse,

obtain practical information and an insight into his new duties.
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