


Proceedings of the Madras G})vemment, Revenue Department,
from 4th to 10th May 1859.

No. 49. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
21st February 1859, No. 660.

Read letter from the Acting Collector oQCounba.tore dated 30&11 November 1858, No. 194,
submitting copleﬁaf fu thel- {'epo g;om Mr. ngrseer St. Martin on the Experimental Mulcer
Farm at tbe foot of the Anamallab i

3 ; (In“Cmf 28th December 1858 No. 5546)

X

‘bﬁ 4 “Read also letter from the same Gﬂicer, dated lﬁ,th December 1858, ‘To. 206, fotwardmg a
communication from Mr. St Martin regarding thestribe of Kaders.

' ’ (In Con. 28th December 1858, No. 5781.)

Resolved that the foregomg commumcatxons together with their Enclosures be submitted

% ; for the information and orders of the Right Honorablesthe Governor in Council.
G 15 2. The last report on the experimental Farm
_E.M.C. No. 2712, R. D., Tth in Con. 18th# sanctioned by Government with the object of re-

March 1856. claiming the tribe of Mulcers inhabiting the Ana-
mallay Jungles was submitted to Government with
In Con. 15th wJune 1858. the Board’s Proceedings, No. 1531, dated 29th

April 1858, and reviewed in Extract Minutes Con- .

_ Board's Proceedings No. 1936, dated 31s¢t  sultation, R. D., No. 703, dated 29th May follow-

May 1858. ing, and an Accunt Current of receipts and disburse-

ments connected with the Farm was subsequently
forwarded to Governhent.

9 3. With the first letter above recorded, Mr. Cherry forwards further reports from Mr. St.
Martin, which afford good grounds for believing that the
Mr. St. Martin's letter 9th October experiment has not been unattended with benefit to the
1858, p. 1 and 18. Mulcers, and that the Farm may eventually support itself
g - without any assistance from Government.
Results of Harvest.
1857. 1858. "P.2% 5. 4. Compared
Measures.  Measures. with the previous year’s harvest
Chalis: i S Saa T awitaies 4096 3840 that of 1858 was not favorable
Raggy . oo o 1896 712 as shewn in the margin, but
Gingely Seeds ... ... ... 710 this is owing, it is stated, to the
Chamah... ... v o 520 ; fallnre of the rains, by w hall
Castor Seeds .~ - ... vive visr 25108 kinds of cultivation were affect-
CumboD... - uvs T noniings 96, T'his was not noticed ed, and to the frequent compul-
in last report.” * One half of it has been sory absences of the Muclers
resown and the remainder will be so shortly.” from their Farm, in obedlence
Varagoo... ... .o o s 0 to the demands of the Conser. :
Horsegram ... ... .. 128. Three-fourths of this vancy Department for their ser-
‘ will be sown shortly, the remainder has vices in the Forest.
3 been destroyed by insects. : _' ' :
: : : 5. On this serious mpedlm’ent the Acting Collector has been in correspou- .
5 ‘ P2 dence ggith the Assistant Conservator, Licutenant Beddome, and the Board en-
' ) tirely g®rove of his commumcatmn to that officer to the effect that, “it is not
“in the Acting Colle power to compel the Mulcers to work in the Forests, nor is it advisable

3 ¢ that the Forest DepAlent should use coercive measures to take them away from their field
-+ duties &c., but that Mulcers are at liberty to engage themselves as laborers for the Forest
« work provided it is in consonace with their own feelings”. Nothing can be more opposed to the
bengvdlent intentions of Government in this expenment than the*extoruon from these half wil
beings of forced labour in the Government Forests.
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6. As directed by Government in pa
: : ra. 3 A
P. 1 of Mr. St. Martin's letter, tract Minutes Consultation already referredpto, onlyoi ;:_i:‘:h

dated 29th July 1858. of the out-turn of the first year’s crops has been teserved as
the Government share and sold to the Mulcers for seed. The
Collector will see that the order of Government that the Melvarum should on no accou.nt be
suddenly increased is strictly attended to.
7. TFrom paras. 6and 7 of the Overseer’s letter, dated 9th October 1858, the Board un-
derstand that most of the jungle land near the Qopar availa-
Bd's. Pro., No. 153, dated 29th ble with slight improvement for wet cultivationp has been
April 1858, para. 1 and para. Cleal‘f%d and ploughed for dry cultivation at present, but that
6, of E. M. C, No. 703 al- it isintended when the proposed Stone dam is con;tructed to
ready referred to. sow a portion or the whole of this land with wet grain.
8. With regard to the proposed Stone dam and the Well alluded to by Government in
para. 7 of Extract Minutes Coasultation. 29th May 1858
In Consultation 15th June 1858. Mr. Cherry states (para, 4) that an estimate has been calle(i
for from the District Engineer, on the receipt of which steps
will be taken for executing these works, .
9. The logs of wood felled by the Mulcers and sold to the Railway Company, which
were valued at a Rupee each in the account ,current
% Para, 2 E. M. C. No. 861, R. D. dated submitted to Government on 31st May last, had been
99nd in Con. 30th June 1858. cut on the slopes of the Hills and not as supposed® by
Government within the area of the farm, the uncleared
Para. 8 of Mr. St. Martin's letter, dated  portions ?f which are stated to cuntain merely Brush-
99th July 1858. wood with a few Tamarind and other inferior kinds
of trees. As the logs were however cut prior to the
organization of the Conservancy Dgpartmen.t the Assistant Con.servator has permitted their ap-
propriation free of charge on the representation of Mr. St. Martin.

10. Mr. Cherry is requested to state after communication with the Conservaney Depart-
ment, and with reference to para. 7 of Extract Minutes
Consultation, No. 703, dated 29th May 1858, whether any
and what exclusive privilege is enjoyed by the Mulcers
with regard to the felling of timber.

11. The Board observe that no further mention is made of the 313 logs which remained
unsold at the date of the Acecount Current atfd were reported to be still in the jungles for want
of Elephants to bring them down, which aid it was expected would be supplied by the Ootoo-
gooly Poligar.

12. With reference to the valuation of the land .cleared on the farm and which was noticed
by Govetnment in para. 3 Extract Minutes Consultanor}, No. 861, already quoted, Mr. Cherry
observes that  the lands below the Anamallay mo'mlltams are situated under the influence of
« the South West Monsoon, and reputed for retaining moistare longer than other lands,” and
that he is thierefore © at 2 loss to compare them with those similarly situated at the foot of the

 Neilgherry or other Hills” ; but he is of opinion that Mr. St. Martin has not overrated the
“ valu: of the land reclaimed by the Mulcers.”

In Con. 15th June 1858.

19 .No accessions since March last to the 39 families
then residing on the farm, are reported, and owing to the

unhealthiness of the locality pointed out by Mr. St. Martin
for their village, they have been obliged to remove their huts to another quarter.

14. The sum (Rupees 304-1-7) shewn in the last Ac-
count Current at the credit of the Farm has not been toucl-
ed, but Mr. St. Martin had it in contemplation 10 apply for
funds for the purchase of certain implements, &¢., required on the Farm. i
Vitipure o E. M. C. No.703, 15. The second communication above recorded is a

dated 290h May in Con. 156th Report ob the Kaders whose improvent was also contein-
155, plated by Government in sanctioning the Farm.

Paras. 9 and 10.

Para. 12.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
from 4th to 10th May 1859.

16. Mr St. Martin’s predecessor Mr. Reid who com-
Para. 8 Mr. St. Martin's letter. menced the experiment was unable to persuade any of this

_%ave the Forests and join the Farm. They appear

to have always had a sure meansfsubsisfence ofton the Hills, the products* of which they collect

and bring down to the plains where they barter

#Qardamums, Green pepper, Ginger, rattans, them for grain, cloths, &c., and they are so

honey, bees-waz, soapnuis, horns of deer strongly attached to this mode of living, that

and Bison and Gums, (p. 3.) there is little likelihood of their being induced to
abandon it in favor of agricultural pursuits.

17. They are however reported to be originally less uncivilized in their
habits than the Mulcers, and they form indispensable, and when well treated
willing auxiliaries to the forest Department in exploring tracts known only to themselves and

in watching and guarding them, and preventing the destruction of timber by the fires to which
the Forests are annually subject. »

Paras. 8 and 4.

18. Notwithstanding their unwillingness to join the Farm in 1856,
Mr. St. Martin mentions an instance in 1857 where “ the Head Moop-
pen Vyapoory had cultivated, and in a remote part of the hills, upwards
of 6,000 feet above the level of the sea, a large patch of forest land with paddy, which was rear-
ed by the periodical rains, harvested and afforded food to upwards of 200 Kaders for a month.

A sheaf of the paddy thus grown was brought to Toonacanavoo and inspected by Lieutenant
Beddome,”

19. Mr. St. Martin thinks it not improbable that further association with the laborers
who come to the forest from the plains, the example of the Mulcers on the farm, and the pro-
posed road up the Ghat will tend to give these people an increased desire for field occupations,
and raise them to the standard of the Burghers on the Neilgherries. ¢

90. The Board think these reports on the whole satisfactory, and are gratified to observe
the interest manifested by Mr. St. Martin in the duty entrusted to him.

Para. 12.

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Sub-Secretary.

No. 50. ORDER THEREON, 9th May 1859, No. 638.

These Proceedings place before Government reports on the experimental Malsar Farm
at the foot of the Annamallays in Coimbatore, and on the condition and habits of the Kddars, a
small tribe inhabiting the tops of those hills. The establishment

J 4 Order of Government, of the farm was authorized in Marcht 1856, with a grant of 1,550

March7th 1856, No. 272. Rupees, with the intention of benefiting both the tribes of
Malsars and Kddars, by withdrawing them from their irregular
habits of life, and attracting them to agricultural pursuits; but owing to the aversion of the

Kédars from agricultural labour, the benefits of the farm have been confined to the Malsars
alone.

2. Compared with the outturn of 1857, the result of the harvest in 1858, the year under
report, is not favorable, as shown in the margin of para. 4 of the Board’s Proceedings. Only
284 measures of Cholum and 712 of Raggy have been harvested in 1858, against 4096 and
1896 measures respectively, besides smaller quantities of Gingelly seeds, Castor seeds, Chamah,
Cumboo, and Horsegram, gathered in the previous year. This poor result is attributed to two

causes, viz. want of rain which was generally felt during the year, and the compulsory with-
drawal of the Malsars for labour irf the Forests.

3. By an Account Current which accompanied the last report, it appeared that a balance
of Rupees 304-1-7 stood at the credit of the farm out of the sanction of 1,550 Rupees. From
para. 14 of the Board’s present Proceedings, Government learn that this sum -has not been since
drawn, but that Mr. St. Martin, who has the superintendence of the farm, intends to apply
for funds for the purchase of implements, &c., for the Malsars on the farm. Hitherto the cul-
tivation attempted has been only that of dry grains; but it is proposed to try wet cultivation, as

-
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.
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soon as irrigation can be sccured by throwing a rough stone dam across the ad; Oopaur ; and
with that view the Collector has called upon the District Engineer to flll'n:l:.::u:shmt::} the
‘§~ | =2 . c'mt_ofthodam!!wmsdbyMr. St. Martin. and also of
o “® Order of Government, May 29th sinking 3 deep well recommended by the 'Gmman‘
= b L b :h:m‘::.“. to ensure a ltc‘dy 'ﬂ»l’ of water in times of
- g oug To the enquiry of Government in their last
t June 22nd 1858, No. 861.  order,} the Collector replies that he “M:o:p-' il
S : o = lue of the land cleared on the Malsar farm with that of
© land similarly situated in his D

istrict, because the lands below the Annamall
influence of the South West Moonsoon, and are reputed to retain mo ays are under the

e e ¥ 2 isture longer than other
oo odsee e lands, but he does not think that Mr. St. Mary; G
I ]5 R‘- ‘MW, or 3433 acres. nt‘d thB 3 ‘he r&mmd l.nd' Mmm has over

4. The Governorin Council can seein these proceedings and in the oth
_subject no evidence that the object' for which this Farm was establised i: 3 l;p:z‘o;-wo:;hi:
any material degree accomplished, and the Board of Revenue is requested to give t} =g
lar attention to the matter and to report their opinion whether it would be advisable to continue
the experiment. In the mean time all expenditure !

‘ : 7 M"ly necessary is to be avoided.
: 5. The Governor in Council entirely disapproves of any coercion b

S v 7 ‘ eing employed to bring
the Malsars to work in the forest. A copy of the Board’s Proceedings, and of paras; 7 to® of
Mr. St. Martin’s letter of the 20th July 1858, and of para. 8 of his later

letter of the 9th Oec-
tober 1858, will be forwarded to the Conservator of Korests, with instructions to call upon

Lieatenant Beddome for early and full explanation, for the information of Government, as to
such coercion being exercised by himself or his subordinates.

6. The report on the Kddars is interesting. 1t describes them to be ina very pﬁuu
state, attached to their wandering life though never descending to the plains but peaceable and
harmless in their habits. Their chief occupation is the collection of wild products such as
Cardamums, Ginger, Soapnut, Gums, Honey, Rattans, &c., which they barter for coarse rice and
cloths with traders from the plains, who derive no small profit from the exchange. It is thought
however that these people may eventually be induced to turn their attention to agriculture, by

association with the forest laborers who goup from the plains, by the example of the Malsars, and
S o by the opening of a road up the Ghaut.

)
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(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
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