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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Pepariment
: from 30th April to 3d May 1809
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No. 23.  Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Military De-
: partment ; dated 4th January 1859, No. 40.

Communicating certain documents relative 10

ersons convicted of charges connected with | ;
fpmtuom liguor an{l requgmng that the do- » (Vl:lg %lgwary Cons. 4th January 1859, Nos

cuments may be returned when no longer re-

[
quired. . J /

No. 24'.‘ Orper THEREON, 3rd May 1859, No. 602.

1. In compliance with the requisition made for the third time in Extract Minutes Con-
sultation in this Department dated 18th November 1858, No. 1547, for the original record of
all Abkarry cases disposed of in the office of the Superintendent of Police at Saint Thomas’

 Mount in the months of September and October 1857, and his orders for the individual distri-
bution of the fines imposed in them, the First Assistant Adjutant General's letter communi-
cated with the Military Extract recorded above, lays before Government depositions chiefly in
Tamil, Statements of cases, and a Memorandum by Lieutenant Colcnel Crewe, Superintendent
of Police at the Saint Thomas' Mount Cantonment.

2. 'The Statements now furnished contain thirty-two cases of two kinds, viz. fourteen of
offences against the Abkarry rules, and eighteen of crimes against the Law or Public Peace,
such as Burglary, Larceny, reception of stolen property, or receiving valuables under false

- pretences, &c. In one Police and ten Abkarry cases between August and November 1857,
fines to the amount of 170 Rupees were imposed, of which 85 Rupees, or oue half, was divided

~ between the Cutwall and informing Peon; while in ¢he remaining twenty-one cases, during the.

same peribd, being seventeen Police and four Abkarry, wherein no fines were imposed but the

accused were otherwise punished, the sum of Rupees 147-8 was disbursed in rewards to the

- Cutwall and his subordinate peons, of which amount the Cutwall himself took no less than

120} Rupees, or 82 per cent., and left only 27 Rupees, or 18 per cent., to . his subordinates.

The Cutwall’s share of the 85 Rupees disbursed as above noticed, is not shewn ; but it appears

from a foot note attached to a table prefixed to the Memorandum of the Superintendent of Police,

that according to his own admission the Cutwall took 10 Rupees to the Peon's one. Colonel

Crewe appears to have put a stop to these practices from the time of his assuming charge of the
. Cantonment Police in June 1858.

-

3. It is thus established that half the amount of Abkarry fines, as alread) noticed by Go-
vernment in their orders of the 18th November 1858, has been usially paid to the Cutwall and
informers ; and that the other half though nominally credited to Government, has been subse-

- quently expended in rewards to that official and his subordinates for the detection of crime, and
also that the Cutwall’s share in both cases has amounted to 80 or 90 per cent. of the whole,
Thus Mr. Cunlifi’s statement iu his letter of Gth Noyember 1857, that the Cutwall ladgely par-
ticipated in the fines, is fully sustained ; and Brigadier

* Lotter December 22d 1857, para, 4. Shirreff’s denial* is proved to be opposed to fact ; he
baving no doubt been deceived by the Cutwall himself.

. 4. The appropriation of the moiety of the Abkarry fines credited to Government, in re-

- wards to the Police, is illegal. Dmbursnments from fines in Abkarry cases, can only be made
3 - under Section, 9 of Act XVIIL of
 * Para 34, Ex. Mins. Con. April 19th 1858, No. 493. 1853, which has been declared* to
 See also Ex. Mins, Cons. July 27th 1858, No. 1043. give all the authority that the officers
4 at the Mount can now legally exercise,
in supersession of all other Regulations or by-laws connected with the Abkarry. All such
A- «‘I“bnrsements shall be made by the Superintendent himself to the informer or seizer as the

~ case may be ; and no part whatever of the amount shall in any case go to the Cutwall
5. The conduct of the Cutwall (Ramstoy Ponday) comes before Government, in these

papers, in an extremely unfavourable light. But as it is understood that he has already been
dismissed from employment, no order respecting hlm is necessary in tbm place.
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