


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
JSrom 30th April to 3d May 1859,
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No. 13.  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
2nd April 1859, No. 1166.

Read again letter from Collector of Chingleput, dated 12th October 1858, No. 319.
(In Con. 16¢h December 1858, No. A after 4726.)
Read also letter from same Officer. dated 21st February 1859, No. 50.
(In Con. 4th March 1858, No. 893.)

Resolved that the

Pro. to Govt. 15th August 1857. above letters be submit-

From  do. 26'h do. in Con. 15th Sept. 1857, No. 868, R. D. ted to Government with

Pro. to do. 23rd December 1857. _ reference to the corres-

From  do. 26tk January in Con. 12th Feb. 1838, No. 104, R. D. pondence noted in the

2 : margin relative to an ap-

plication for 2000 Cawnies of land and an advance of about Rupees 20,000 at the rate of Rupees

10 per Caway, to facilitate the settlement of some 200 Mussulmans who are said to bz disposed
to turn their attention to agriculture.

2. The scheme as first subritted by Ameer-ood-Dowlah, and his son Nazim J ung, -pro-

posed that the grant should be made to themselves but this was subsequently modified and as it
now stands contemplates the grant of about 10 Cawnies of land more or less to each of 00 in-
dividuals on certain terms of Cowle which have been already laid befors Government in the
above Proceedings, and an advance to each at the rate of about Rupees 10 per Cawney to enable
them to provide agricultural stock and to house themselves ; such advances to be eventually re-
covered from the recipients, who meanwhile are to give security either personal, if they are Go-
vernment pensioners, or that of others who may be so.

*3. The Government desired that the originators of the scheme might be called on to state
whether they were prepared to pledge their own pensions as security for the eventual repayment
of the sum advanced, but to this question no reply has been received by the Board.

4. With the first of the letters above recorded, the Collector of Chingleput submitted
Statements of waste land available in the Nayer talook from which it appeared that in the village
of Voyaloor alone, more than 2,000 Cawnies of wet land were lying waste, and that about 1,500
Cawnies more of dry land could be provided in other villages of the same Talook.

5. On fourther enquiry however it appears that of the wet land, 1,100 Cawnies are unfit for
cultivation, and that the Meerassidars themselves are prepared to cultivate the remainder if the
necessary lrrigation works are newly constructed or repaired.

6. Mr. Shubrick also submits further Statements of waste land available in different parts
of four more talooks--but it does not appear that the whole extent applied for is likely to be
found in any one locality of a quality sufficiently good to warrant reasonable expectations of
profitable cultivation, although there is no want of waste land fit for cultivation in numerous vil-
lages, but in smaller patches.

7. Mr. Shubrick suggests that these lists should be handed over to the applicants for land
on the proposed terms, and that when they shall have selected what they prefer, the details of
Assessment, &c., may be settled.

8. Should Government be prepared to concede the favorable terms asked, the Board con-
sider that this will be the best plan, indeed the only one likely to result beneficially. They
think that should bona fide applicants come forward, of the class it is proposed to benefit, and
prove willing to take up lard to the limited extent in particular spots in which it is likely to be
eventnally found available, the objections which suggested themselves to the first crude proposal
for locating in one wide tract of waste land a large body of men altogether unused to agricul-
ture in the hope of their finding a livelihood, and a healthy occupation will in great measure
vanish,
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