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REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
FPROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from R. D. PARKER, Esq., Member of the Board of Revenue ;
to the Secretary to Government Revenue Department; dated Madras, 21st April
1859.

l. In continuation of my letter of the 24th ultimo, I have now the honor to submit an
Act drafted by Mr. Mayne for the. purpose of constituting a Court of Wards.

2, In para. 3 of Extract Minutes Consultation under date the 18th February 1857, the
Government directed, that the powers and duties of the Court of Wards should be made the sub-
ject of a separate Act, and that the Board of Revenue should, in concert with the Government
Pleader, prepare and submit the Draft. -In pursuance
T'o Govt. Pleader, 10th March 1858. of these instructions the Board forwarded to the Go-
vernment Pleader a Sketeh enclosed herein which has

formed the basis of Mr. Mayne’s Draft.

3. The Preamble, it will be observed, is very much shortened in Mr. Mayne's Draft, but
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contains, as far as I can see, every thing essential. The Preamble in the Board’s Draft is copjed

from Regulation V. of 1804.
4, By the interpretation clause the Act is made applicable to all landed property which
enue direct to Government. This corresponds with Section 111. Regulation V. of 1804

pays Rev _
and will include Ryotwar lands—and, in fact, Ryotwar properties in Tanjore, of considerable
magnitude, are Now taken charge of by the Court of Wards. At the same time, it must be

owned, that if the Act were practically putin force as regards Ryotwar estates generally, it would
be impossible for the Court of \\‘,’ards and their Agents to discharge their trusts. I think that
in reliance on the power reserved to the Board of Revenue and the

the Act may be left as it 1s,
for the assumption of an estate under the Court of Wards

Government to refuse permission
being sufficient to prevent evil.

5. 1 beg todraw attention to the fact that Sects. III and I'V empower the Court of Wards,
without previous reference to Government, to place females of competent intelligence in charge
of their property, and to refuse to assume charge of the estate of a disqualified proprietor. It
will rarely occur that in such cases the opinion of Government would differ from that of the
Court, and I think that, upon the whole, public convenience will be derived from Government
being relieved from the necessity of considering them:

6. Sect. IV authorizes a Collector to take such steps as may be necessary to secure the safe
custody and proper management of the estate and effects, real and personal, of a disqualified pro-
prietor until the pleasure of the Local Government can be known. This is often done now, but
is not authorized by the present Law. At the samé time, the power is very essential to pre-

serve an estate, comprizing money and jewels as well as land, from depredation.

7. By Clause 2nd, Sect. VI, Regulation V. of 1804, persons disputing alleged disqualifi-
cation may lay their cases before the Judge of the Zillah, who is to report to the Sudr Udalut,
by which Court the decision is to be passed. The Draft Act empowers the Civil Judge to pass
the®lEcision, subject to an appeal within 3 months to the Sudr Udalut, and this, I trust, will be
thought an improvement.

8. Sect. VI. following the present law, subjects, the Collector to a suit for a wilfully
false report of disqualification. Of course where a malicious report is really made no one
would wish to screen the delinquent from the annoyance of a suit—but it may be safely said,
alice is the motive of an erroneous report will be rare indeed
malice, which too readily occurs to the native mind, is sufficient

The section is not required to undo a wrong act ; for the pre-
It can only be used for the pur} ¢ of punishment, for which
quired, that it is inexpedient, I would submit, to risk for it,

that the instances in which m
while the imputation only of

for the reception of the suit.

vious section provides for that.
it will be so very seldom justly re
the possibility of its being employed from motives of spite. -

9. Section XII. isan addition for the purpose of legalizing a course, generally pursued, of
securing in the Collector’s treasuary, for better custody, the family jewels of minors.

tention to Section XIX. which prescribes that the estates of disquali-

10. I begto draw at
e responsible for debts contracted by Gruardian or Managers without

fied Proprigtors shall not b




>

the wiitten sanction of the Collector, unless such debts shall have been incurred for purposes
incidental to the proper management of the estate, or for matters of daily or pressing necessity: |
The expediency of such a provision seems to me to be quite obvioas, but it is not contained ins-
the present Law, and the hazard to estates under Wardships from its absence is scarcely
suspected.

11. The election of a manager in the case of joint estates whersof a minor is a sharer, pro-
vided for by Section XXIIL is included inthe Board's sketch and is taken from Bengal Regu-
lation LII. of 1803. Mr. Mayne has added power to the guardian of the disqualified person to
demand an account.

12. Itwill be observed, that Section X XI. provides, that no debt shall bear interest during
the management of the Court of Wards unless written notice thereof shall have been given to
the Collector within 3 months after such disqualification’ commenced, or after such debt
was contracted. In my own éxperience it has happened, that creditors, satisfied that under the
management of the Court of Wards they would eventually receive their debt with 12 per cent.
interest, have intentionally avoided making it known to the Collector, whose power in the case
of large Estates, of ascertaining the debts outstanding, is very small. Mr. Mayne has, therefore,
inserted the clause, noticed above, to deprive of interest debts so kept concealed.

13. The object of prescribing, as in Sect. XXII, that where a debt has been admitted by
the Collector during the term of disqualification, the period of limitation shall run from the date
of the removal of the disqualification is to render it easier to persuade creditors to forbear to
press immediate liquidation of their claims, when it may be inconvenient to discharge them.

14, Sect. XXIL introduces a change into the present Law which I think of great impor-
tance. Hitherto charges of fraud against Managers and Guardians have been prosecuted before
the Court of Wards, who seated at Madras, have of course been obliged to act on the reports
of Collectors. From their decision, again, an appeal lies to the Sudr Udalut ; so that the
original and appeal decisions are both passed by tribunals at 4 distance, who are most unfavorably
situated for arriving at the truth of the matter. To remedy this apparent defect the proposed
Act provides, that if on a preliminary report the Court of Wards see reason to believe an accusa-
tion well founded, they shall have power to direct prosecution, eriminally or civilly, before the
Local tribunals. By the succeeding section (XX XIII) disqualified proprietors, either in person
or by their next friend, or duly constituted Agents may prosecute Collectors, Guardians and
Managers criminally, but not civilly, without the sanction of the Court of Wards. Such pro-
prietors under the influence of others, might otherwise be led to enter into reckless suits; but
it is deemed improper to place any check on resort to the Courts of Justice where Criminal acts
are alleged.

15. I am not aware of any other part of the proposed Act which requires comment by
me. Nothing is provided in it regarding the marriage of minors, because Act XXI. of 1855,
which renders necessary the consent of the Court of Wards, will remain unrepealed.

OrpEr THEREON, 30th April 1859, No. 591.

Ordered to be forwarded to the Board of Revenue together with Mr Mayne's Draft, for any
remarks that they may wish to offer. An early report is requested.

(True Copy.) :
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Governmeni.

To the Board of Revenue
with Mr. Mayne's Draft.

Exd. H. M. Elliot.

An Act for the purpose of constituting a Court of Wards, and of defining the Powers vested
therein, and the Rules under which they are to be exercised.

‘P reamble.

Interprelation Clause.

Estate.
Proprietor.
Disqualified Proprietor.
Req. V. 0f 1804, 85.2, 4, 5.

Constitution omd dutiesof the Court of Wards.

Reg. V. of 1804, 5. 2,

-

Females and minors.

Whereas it is expedient to make provision
for the management of estates which pay
revenue direct to Government, and whose
proprietors are by law incompetent to conduct
their own affairs, and ‘also for the due care,
maintenance, and education of persons so in-
capacitated, it is enacted as follows :—

L. The following words and expressions in
this Act shall have the meanings hereby assign-
ed to them, unless there be something in the
subject or context repugnant to such construe-
tion, (that is to say),

The word * estate’ shall mean all landed pro-
perty which pays revenue direct to Govern-
ment.

The word ‘ proprietor’ shall mean the per-
son for the time being entitled to the posses-
sion of such ¢ estate,’ for his own use and bene-
fit.

The expression * disqualified proprietor’ shall
include all such proprietors, who shall be incom-
petent to manage their own affairs by reason
of being females, minors, or mentally incap-
able. :

1I. The Court of Wards shall consist of the
Members of the Board of Revenue for the time
being, and it shall be their duty to ad-
minister all property which may come into the
possession of, or be held by, disqualified pro-
prietors, to provide for the proper care, main-
tenance, and education of such proprietors, as
the cirenmstances of the case may require, to
exercise superintendance and control over all
persons to whom they may entrust the discharge
of the said duties, and to act as a Court of ap-
peal and review in vespect of all decisions or
orders passed by any Collector under the pro-
visions hereinafter enacted ; provided always
that the Court of Wards shall not assume the
charge of any estate, until the written sanction
of the Local Government shall have been ob-

tained, and that the provisions of this Act shall
cease to apply in all cases in which such sane-
tion shall be refused, or subsequently with-
drawn.

III. Tt shall be competent to the Court of
Wards to place females in the possession and
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Ibid; 3. 12 el 8.

Power of Managers.

Jhacdce 12, Vel +1;

Ibid, 's. 11, ¢l . 5.

i)
Collectors empowered to take charge of valuubles,

Managers not to lease ov sell lund.

Ibid, s. 15.

Chavges wpon the Eetate.
'
Tind, s. 14.

Government assessment how to be paid.

Ihid, s 13.

Ind, 5. 4, ol 4. |

Collector all sums of money received from the
property under their charge, and furnish to the
Collector true and faithful accounts of their
receipts and disbursements, at the expiration of
every year. A
XI. Managers shall have the entire charge
of the property, real and personal of the dis-
qualified proprietors, excepting only, in cases
where the Manager may not be the Guardian,
the house in which such proprictor may reside,
and such articles as are required for his ardi-
nary use and comfort. They shall also have pawer
to nominate the several officers necessary for the
administration of the property in trust, and to
appoint their salaries, subject however to the
revision of the Collector, and to the final con-
firmation or rejection of the Court of Wards.
XTI, It shall be lawful for the Collector to
take into his personal custody all. jewels or
other valuable property, which he may think
it desirable to secure, and such property shall
be lodged in the District treasury, at the risk
of Government, and a receipt for the same,
signed by the Collector, shall be given to. the
Manager. P
XIIL. Tt shall not be competent to Managers
to grant leases extending beyond the period of
one year without the consent of the Collector
in writing, nor to mortgage or dispose of any
pa:rt.of the property without the written peq~
mission of the Court of Wards. it
XIV It shall be the duty of the Col]eei{is
out of the monies which he shall receive 1§
respect of the property under management, ‘to
set aside such sums as may from time to time
be sanctioned by the Court of Wards, for the
expenses of the management, and for the sup-
port or otherwise of the disqualified proprietor,
and of those whom he is bound to maintaify .
and such sums shall be a first charge upon ¢ e
fands in his hands, and shall be paid to "
Managers, Guardians, or pfoprietors as the w-‘f':‘
way be, as well in years of deficient as of sur-
plus produce. .
~XV. The assessment upon the estates of
disqualified proprictors shall be fised in the
same manner as in the case of other lands, and
shall be discharged: out of the funds remain-
-ing in the hands of the Collector, after satisfy-
ing the charges mentioned in the previous
section ; provided always, that such estates
shall not be Tliable to be sold for the payment
of the public revenue assessed thercon, and
that if the net collection of any yeas should
prove unequal to the discharge of the fixed

| - assessment, the deficiency shall be made good
' ,c&_ out of such surplus collections as may have
R
g e
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Rey. X. of 1831, &. el L

-

Disposal of surplus.

Regulation V' of 1804, . 16, cl. 1.

Securitics to be lodged with Government.

Ibid, cl. 2, 3.

Ibid, el. 3. ~

Ibid, cl. 4.

Management of estate leld in joint ownership.
-

Beng. Regulation LIT of 1808, 5. 5.

arisen since the commencement of the manage-
ment, or as may accrue during its continuance,
and that all deficiencies not so liquidated shall
cease to be a ¢harge upon the estate, at the ter-
mination of its management by the Court of
Wards ; provided also, that where the Court of
Wards may have refused to take charge of the
estate of a minor, which has descended to him
by regular course of inheritance, such estate
shall not duri'ng his minority, be sold for arrears
of revenue accruing subsequent to his accession
to the same,

XVI. “Where the estates of disqualified pro-
prietors shall yield a surplus, after discharging
the expenses of manangement, the cost of main-
tenance, and the Government assessment, it
shall be lawful for the Collector, with the writ-
ten sanction of the Court of Wards, to employ
such surplus in the improvement of the pro-
perty, or in the purchase of land, or of the
public Government securities, as may seem
most fit. .

XVIL Al title deeds, bonds, or other secu-
rities, received in vespect of such purchases,
ghall be transmitted to the Court of Wards,
and forthwith deposited in the public treasury,
where they shall remain at the risk of Govern-
ment, and on deposit receipts in duplicate shall
be given by some officer of the treasury autho-
rised for that purpose, and one of the said re-
ceipts shall be given by the Collector to the
Manager, and the other retained among the Col-
Jector’s records, and all money due upon such
Government securities shall be paid to the Col-
lector, or Secretary of the Court of Wards, whose .
veceipt in writing shall be a sufficient discharge
in respect of the same, and who shall be res-
ponsible for the due application thereof.

XVIIL. 1st Where an undivided.estate is
held by several proprietors, one or more of whom

. may be disqualified, it shall be competent to

the Court of Wards to call on the shareholdérs
to elect a Manager, who shall have the exclusive
management of their property, real and perso-
pal, during the continuance of his appointment.
The determination of the majority of the pro-
’prietors, or of the majority of those present in
the event of the absence of any, shall be binding
on the remainder in the choice of a Manager,
and when the votes of the proprietors are equal,
the election of the Manager shall be determined
by the greater interest of the proprietors in the
property. If inany case the interest also be
equal, the Manager shall be appointed by the

* Court of Wards.

ond. The Guardians of such proprietors as
may be disqualified shall vote for them,

i
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Power to contraet debt.

% Payment of Private debts,

Regulation V of 1804, s, 17. .

3rd. If the joint proprietors of un undivide
estate, or their Guardians, shall neglect to eleet
a Manager on the requisition made by the Court
of Wards under Clause 1 of this Section, and
communieated to them through the Collector of
the District in which the estate is situated, the
latter is duthorized to nominate g Manager for
the approbation of the (Wurt of Wazds, which
Manager when confirmed by that Coart shall
have the exclusive management as long as it
may be deemed advisable to continue him in
that trust. The expense attendant on the ap-
pointment of the Manager shall.ueverthcless be
defrayed by the proprietors, who shall also be
responsible for the discharge of the publie
revenue.
4th. The joint proprietors or any of them
may obtain, if dissatisfied, a division of their
lands, and a proportionate allotmient of the
revenue assessed thereon, but at thejr own
expense, and the Guardian of the disqualified
proprictor shall be entitled to demand an account
of the management of the estate, and to sue in
the ordinary way for such maintenance or share
of the profits thereof as his ward is entitled to
by law,
5th. The rules contained in this Act for the,
management of the estates of disqualified pro-
prietors shall not be held applicable to Managers
of the description specified in the foregoing
Clauses of this Section, ;
XIX. No debts contracted by any disquali-
fied proprietor, or by his Guardian or Manager,

shall be binding upon the person or estate of

such proprietor, without the written sanction of
the Colleetor previously obtained, unless such
debts shall have been contracted for purposes
incidental to the Proper management of the
estate, or for matters of daily or pressing neces-
sity ; provided always, that nothing i’ this gee-
tion shall affsct any personal liability which
may affectthe Guardian op Manager in respect,
of such eontracts, \

XX. Tt shall be the duty of the Collector,
with the written sanction ofthe Court of Wards,
to pay all private debts of which payment shalj
be demanded, ang which may he proved to be

; t assessment, and
shall be liquidated iy the orde

which they were contracted ;
for payment of such debts shal

r of the time at
and all demands
1 be forwarded at

7

Whei swits may be brought.

Period of limitation.

Power to appoint guardian by will.

Reg. V. of 1804, 5. 19, ¢l. 5.

o

Appointment of guardians where no will,

1Ibid, 5. 18.

Ibid, 5. 19, cl. 1—=3.

XXI. It shall be lawful for every creditor
who shall have made a demand in writing upon
the Collector, and whase claim shall have been
rejected by the Court of Wards, or whose claim

shall have been admitted, but not satisfied by .

the Collector, to sue the disqualified proprietor
along with his guardian and manager, in the
ordinary civil tribunals, and the’ Collector may
appear, and join in defending such suit, and if
the decree shall be for the plaintiff, it may be
enforced against the estate according to the ordi-
nary course of law, but no execution shall issue
against the proprietor personally till after the
removal of all disqualification ; provided always,
that no creditor shall be entitled to sue during
the period of disqualification till after such
written demand as is abovementioned, and that
no debt shall bear interest during such period,
unless written notice thereof shall have been
given to the Collector, within three months after
such disqualiﬁcation commenced, or after such
debt was contracted, whichever shall have last
happened.

XXII. All debts due from the estates of
disqualified proprietors shall be barred by the
ordinary period of limitation, unless they shall
have been demanded in writing, and admitted

by the Collector before the expiration of such -

period, and where such claim shall have been
allowed, and not liquidated before the removal
of the disqualification, then the period of limi-
tation shall run from the date of such removal.

XXIIT. Proprietors of estates whose heirs
may be disqualified, shall be free to n'omit.late
by will persons to be Guardians of their l}eu-s -
and such nomination shall be in writing, signed
by the testator in the presence of two witnesses
who shall attest the same, and shall be reported
by the Collector, and confirmed by th'e Court of
Wards, in all cases in which the parties naifled
are qualified and willing to accept the trust.

XXIV. In all cases where a disqualification
may arise, and where no Guardian s.hall have
been nominated as above provided, it shall he
the duty of the Collector to forward a report of
the case to the Court of Wards, with a description
of the condition of the persons concerned, the
value of the property, and the names of the
persons whom he shall- consider most proper
to be appointed Guardians, together with

such applications for the office, and such

recommendations from parties interested there-
in, as may have been laid before him, and the

Court of Wards shall thereupon proceed to no_ -

minate a Guardian, and the Manager shall be
eligible for such situation ; provided always,
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Duties of guardiamns.

o y

Ibid, s. 21, ¢l 3.

Ibid, <l 6,

Ibid, ¢l 7, 8.

Custody and education of male minors.

that in the case of a female minor, the Guar-
dian shall be a female, and that in no case shall
the next legal heir, or any person who may
appear to have any interest, direct or indire=t,
in the death or continued incapacity of the
disqualified proprietor, be selected for the office ;
provided also, that it shall be competent to the
Court of Wards to allow a fixed salary to such
Guardian, where no fit person can be found to
undertake the charge gratuitously.

XXV. Persons aj
and aceepting the trust, shall give security for

ypointed to be Guardians,

their personal appearance during the contin
b2 100 4 1 3 N & 9 -
ance of the said trust, and shall execute anvob-

_‘/..‘ ~ e g Bty | g o~ . . 3
ligation according to the following form ; that

. [=)

15 10 say,

“1. A. B, having voluntarily accepted the
Office of Guardian of C, being the disqualified pro-
}ll‘ft"u)l‘ of D, do ]n-l_'(-,!._\' sn]wnm]v\' lni'(lllli.\,l‘ and
engage to execute the duties committed to me
zealously and faithfully, to the best of my
judgment, and according to law ; T will consei-
entiously appropriate the allowance ;::‘:n;t<_'<l
for the maintenance and (if the ward be a
minor) for the education of my ward, to the
benefit of the said ward; and will abstain
from all other advantage than what may be
allowed to me by due authority, «]in-('uz,‘ or

indirectly arising from my Office of Guardian ;

of all moneys received by me on account of my
ward, under the penalty of forfeiting treble the
amount of any sums which may be proven to
have been embezzled or misapplied, and I do
- . . =
hereby bind myself, my heirs and suceessors
. SS01S,
tu.nmlw ;,'.'mnl the said penalty upon due proof
of my default.
After executing this oblication, persoms ap-
" ‘ - ; . L .
pointed to be Guardians shall be invested with
their trust by a public commission under the
seal and signature of the Collector.
XXVI T : i
: V1 1lt shall be the duty of Guardians
0 receive ) W g red fi ! 1
1 the Illl)]l(} d”n\\wl fnr U.l(' use of 1]]._-11'
]\\ ards, and to appropriate the same as mav secem
best for the proper fulfiline P - i 7
] proper fulfilment of their trust, to
choose and recommend prope

‘ ' r servants for the
use of their wards

‘ » Whose wages shall be defray-

ed from the funds set apart for ma 1

"I“) .' .’ » 5 1 5 ’ - ‘.

I \1(1.L for the proper education of minors. and
T yr ~ ) - V

to deliver to the Collector such

vouchers for their receipts and disl

mtenance, to

accounts and
nursements as
¢ may require, subject however in all respects
) oy v. .. » :
to the revision, control, and orders of the Col-
lector and the Court of Wards ‘

XXVII. Female relations shall not have the

charge of male minors after they have attained

Ind, cl. 9.

Docwments now authenticated.

Juits against disqualified Proprietors.

Rﬂg, V. f)f 1804, s. 23.

Powe f dismissal by Court of Wards.

Ibid, s. el. 3, 6.

Enforeing bond in case of embezzlement.

IZ;(’ g 11; CZA <.

Ibid, 8. 24.

Swits and prosecutions.

the age of seven years, and the edueation of such
minors shall be superintended and controlled in
accordance with the provisions of Act XXI of
1855.

XXVIIL. The Guardians and Managers of
disqualified proprietors shall authenticate papers
Ly their seals and signatures. The seals of wards,
together with those of the previous proprietors,
ghall be delivered to the Collectors, and lodged
in their treasuries so long as the disqualification
lasts.

XXIX. Disqualified proprietors, being in the
charge of Guardians, shall not sue or be sued in
any civil action except as under the protection,
and in the joint names of their Guardians, and
wherever such action shall affect their title to
their property, or any interest therein, the Ma-
nager also shall be joined.

XXX. It shall be competent to the Court of
Wards to remove all Managers, Guardians, and
Subordinate officers or servants, in all cases
where any misconduet, neglect of duties, incom-
petency, or other unfitness for their position may
in the opinion of such Court, be established
against them, and such sentence of dismissal
shall be final, unless an appeal is preferred to
the Local Government within three months
from the date of the decision.

.XXXI. Where any Guardian or Manager
shall be unable to produce, or satisfactorily to
account for any monies which came into his
hands, in the execution of his trust, it shall be
lawful for the Court of Wards to direct the
Collector to enforce the bond given by such
Manager or Guardian, to such extent as the
Court may think fit, and the amount shall be
recovered in the same way as arrears of revenue,
and all payments so enforced shall be carried to
the credit of the estate ; provided always, that
an appeal shall lie from such decision to the
Court of Sudr Udalut within three months
from its date, and that it shall be competent for
the court in disposing of the appeal to call for
and receive, or to direet the Civil Judge of the
District in which the estate may lie to take
such further evidence, as it may consider the

justice of the case demands.

XXXII. Where any charge of fraud or
misconduct shall be brought against any Mana-
ger, Guardian, or other person concerned in
administering the estate of a disqualified pro-
prietor, it shall be the duty of the Court, of
Wards to enquire into the justice of the accusa-
tion, and if they shall be of epinion that it is well
founded, they shall direet the Collector to in-
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Actions by dzsgualmed p; oprwtms

Ibid, 5. 23 cl. 2, 5. 26,

Limitation of suwits,

- Suits against Collectops,

Ibid, s. 27.

Adoption by disqualified Proprietor,

Ibid, s. 25,

Property not subject to the Jurisdietion, of the
Court of Wards.

Reg. X of 1831, s, 3.
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stitute such proceedmgq civil or eriminal, in the
ordinary tribunal, as they shall think proper,
and any suit o prosecution commenced in
the name of any Collector, who may be removed
from office before final judgment, “shall be

continued in the name of his successor for the
time being,

XXXIIL 1t shall be competent for dis-
qualified proprietors, either in person, or by
their next friend, or duly constituted agent, to
sue any Collector, Manager, or Guardian in res-
pect of any act done by hith, which may have
mJunoust affected their person or property .
but no such gyit shall be received during the
period of disqualification, unless a written per-
mission to commence such action shall have
been granted by the Court of Wards, and sha'll
be filed along with the plaint, and unless securi-
ty for costs shall have been given ; provided
always, that nothing herein contained shall
affect the right of any person to institute cri-
minal Proceedings in the ordinary manner.

XXXIV The period of limitation in respect

f all causes of action which may have arisen
to the PPOPI'Ietor of an estate during the exis-
tence of 5 duqun.hﬁcatxon shall date from its
removal, but a] suits which may be brought by
any proprietoy against any Collector, Manager,
or Guardian, jy respect of any act done or
omitted by him while the estate was under
Management, shall pe commenced within one
year after sych Management has ceased.

XXXV. aqn proceedings which may be insti-
tuted against any Collector in respect of any wft
done, or omitteq by him while any estate is
under his charge, ghall be defended at his own
€Xpense, unless the matter complained of was ex-
Pressly ordered op sanctioned by this Act, or was

one under the authority, general or special, of
the Court of Wards; provided always, that no
action which may  be brought to recover
damages fyop, any Collector, on account of any

such nauthorizeq act, shall survive against
his successor 5 n office,

XXXVL N, adoption made by any disqua-
lified Roprietor ghal) be valid, unless it shall

have beep Sanctioned, op ratified, in writing by
the Court of Wards,

XXXViI, The provisions of sections 18, 25,
26, and 28 of this Act shall be extended to pro-
perty of every deseription, not subject to the
Jurisdiction of the Court of Wards; and to the

heirs of singly o well as joint possessers of pro-
perty, rea] anq pérsonal,
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