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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 19th April 1859.
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No. 34. Read the following letter from W. E. UNDERWOOD, Esq., Collector Sea Cus-
toms; toJ. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government Revenue _DePaljt-
ment ; dated Madras, 13th April 1859, No. 173. )

SIR,
1. T have the honor in reply to the Extract from the Minutes of Consultation No. 398

of 24th March 1859, to afford the information desired.

9. Precious Stones large and valuable are passed free of dut'y. They rarely come to India
set, and if they are, they have merely a band to unite them. Small precious stones set in Rings,
Brooches, &c. come under the head Jewellery,” and parties make no claim that as precious
Stones the articles imported should be exempt from duty.

3. Precious stones are passed free upon the decision of the Collector such as have been
passed free do not admit of a doubt that they should have been classed as precious stones.

4. Tt is not practicable to give any explanation of what is * jewellery.”

5. Coral paid ten per cent according to schedule A. Act VI. of 1844, as an enumerated
article. Cornelion beads, onyxes, &c., and agates are all classed as precious stones in Calcutta,
and such classification is directed by the Board of Revenue to be the guide for this Department.

6. A Table exhibiting the official value of goods passed at a fixed value for the Madras
Presidency is enclosed for the last year.

No. 35. OrpER THEREON, No. 541; dated 15th April 1859.

It will be pointed out to the Collector that the Statement submitted with this letter is not
a “Table of the official value of goods passed at a fixed value,” as he describes it, but a State-
ment of the quantities and values of such articles imported during the year 1857-58. It is now

requested that Mr. Underwood will submit such a Table as he describes for the present time.
It should be a list of the articles so admissible with the official valuation of each. It isan ex-
mely simple Statement and one which must be in use in Mr. Underwood’s office every day.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
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