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i Read the following letters.

; No. 26. From H. CLEGHORN, Esq., u. p., Conservator of Forests ; to the Secretary to

I Government in the Revenue and Public Works Department, Fort Saint George ;
dated Madras, January 1869, No. 514,

SIR,
] I have the honor to forward copy of a letter from the Acting Collector of Malabar stating
“ : ‘ 4 that the pay of the coolies working in the teak plantation at Nellumboor (Rupees 3-12-0) is
‘ " insufficient owing to the high prices of the ordinary necessaries of life, and recommending that
it should be increased to Rupees 4-0-0 per mensem.

it 2. 1 would submit that this is one of those cases in which it is inexpedient to fix definitely
1 ‘ the rate of wages. These men are skilled laborers, and when at Nellumboor in the middle of
E last month I found that seven (7) out of thirty had left on account of the low rate of pay, and
: that others were preparing to follow. As this would have led to very serious inconvenience I
w considered it necessary at once to give each an additional quarter Rupee to induce them to stay.
I hope Government may approve of my having done so, and may sanction the increase of four
L 2 A8 annas per mensem for each workman, or leave me at liberty‘to give such wages as circumstances
may at any time render necessary. The amount now expended is considerably less than what
is sanctioned, and should Government be pleased to permit me to adopt either course care will
be taken that the original sanction shall under no circumstances be exceeded.

o XA D . Ly From P. GRANT, Eaq., Acting Colleotor of Malabars to H. CLEGHORN, Bsq, x. ., Con.
B R o ;5"'2 ® servator of Forests, Nellumboor ; dated Calicut, 2d December 1858, No. 3403.
< S SIg,

I have the honor to enclose an Urzee from Chatoo Me-
Dated 29th Nov. 1858, No. 97. . non, native Conservator at Nellumboor, reporting that the
S s ¢ prices of the ordinary necessaries of life have risen so much,
: " * 33 Rupees. that the present rates of pay* of the Government coolies
working in the Forest are insufficient.
They have been urging their case for some time past but the pressure on them is so great
just now, that he has deemed it his duty to bring it to notice officially,

I quite agree with him that 33 Rupees are insufficient to sustain each man per month, and
beg to support his suggestion that each cooly be paid 4 Rupees in future,
, . . a2t (True Copy.)
_ L ‘ (Signed) J. T. MACLAGA N,
Assistant Conservator of Forests,

o AN 3% No. 27. From H. CLEGHORN, Esq., M. p. Conservator of Forests ; to J, D. BOUR-
5 AR DILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George ;
dated Madras, 23d Mareh 1859, No. 551,
, : SIr,
: % I. T have the honor#o submit the following explanation with reference to your official
. O o Memorandum dated 25th * January as to “ the amount of actual charges incurred in the Teak
/ : - R B Plantations at Nellumboor,” ¢ the saving from the sanctioned amount,” and the authority upon
' é W B which the laborers are paid at the rate of Rupees 3-12-0 intead of Rupees 3-8-0 as originally
e sanctioned.
a5 : 2. The records of this forest being in Malyalum and
L. B 1t No. 392, 17th February 1859, kept in the Collector’s office, Calicut, I was obliged to address
Mr. Grant upon the subject, copies of his lettert and state-
ment are enclosed. Tt
3. It appears that the additional 4 annas monthly was authorized in 1856 by Mr. Thomas
Clarke then Collector in consequence of Scarcity of provision. Mr. W. Robinson and Mr, Gran t
both urged the necessity of a further increase of 4 annas during my periodical visits in 1857 and
1858, for the reasons stated in my letter to you No. 514 of 18th January, and because these skill-
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