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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 5th April 1859.
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No. 6.  Read the following Petition from SOOBBAHYA Naicker, Nattamaygar of Tom-
bacoolum in Streevellypoottoor Talook, Tinne‘elly.

Appealing against the decision of the Collector l
and Board of Revenue in a disputed case res- (Here enter 23d December 1858.)
pecting shares in a certain village- ﬁ

No. 7. OrpER THEREON, No. 462 ; dated 2nd April 1859.

This is a dispute respecting shares in a village Meeras and Enam ; it was first decided by
the Sub-Collector on a report by the Tabsildar, without, as it seems, any proceedings before
himself; and this decision was reversed by the Collector, also, as it appears, without any per-
sonal proceedings. In the opinion of Government, this is a wrong course. Regulation VI. of
1831 took cases of this description out of the jurisdiction of the Courts, and substituted inves-
tigation and decision by Collectors; and it is the opinion of Government that the proceedings
of those officers under this Regulation should be judicial in character. Clause IIL. Section
IV. of that Regulation empowers Collectors indeed to refer claims of this nature to * the Native
assessors for investigation,” being those spoken of in the preceding clause but the practice of
a decision by the European officer on evidence taken and reported on by a Native officer, is no
where sanctioned by the Regulation, and the Government consider it to be illegal as well as in-
expedient. The Board will cause a stop to be put to it ; and this will be the more easy because
the Collectors ave now about to be provided with Deputy Collectors competent to perform all
the duties of a Covenanted Assistant.

2. The case of the present petition will be disposed of in conformity with this order.

(Signed)y W. C. SIM,
Acting Deputy Seeretary to Government.
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