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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 1st April 1859.
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No. 135. Read the following letter from CECIL BEADON, Esq., Secretary to the Govern-
' ment of India; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort
Saint George ; dated Fort William, the 18th March 1859, No. 519.

SIR,
‘1 am directed by the Governor Gieneral in Council to forward copy of a letter addressed |

this day to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, and to request the attention of the Rmht
Honorable the Governor in Council to the subject of it, with a view to the increase of the Ex-
cise duty on Spirits and Ganjah throughout India as far ~as may be practlcable
From CECIL BEADON, Esq., Secretury to the Government of India; to A. R. YOUNG,
Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal; dated Council Chamber, the 18th
March 1859, No. 566.
Su‘;
In conuexion with my letters noted.in the margin, and with
No. 516, dated A4th Instant. reference to the provisions of Act No. VII. of 1859, I am direct-
55 017, dated 12th  do. ed by the Governcr General in Council to request that the Ho-
norable the Lieuteuant Governor will take into his consideration
the placucabllxty of increasing the Excise duty on country spirits as well as on spirits distilled
in Bengal after the European method, with a view to bring these articles under a taxation equal
according to strength to that imposed by the new tariff on spirits imported by sea.

2. His Excellency in Council is led to believe that a considerable increase of revenue
may be expected from this source wherever the distillation of spirits is earried on under the sur-
veillance of Government officers. 'This is the case in respect to all spirits distilled after the
European fashion, and also in respect to native spirits manufactured in Sudder Distilleries.

3. Where the Abkaree of a district is let in farm to the highest bidder, or where licensed
liquor shops are established on the same principle by the more direct Agency of Government
officers the distillation being carried on almost if not entirely without surveillance, and the far-
mer or shopkeeper realising the highest price he can obtain by the sale of liquor and paying
the Government a share of the profits, it is probable that no great increase of revenue is to be
obtained, though even in the latter case it should be the object of the Excise officers to tax ex-
isting consumption as highly as possible rather than to encourage consumption by licensing nu-
merous shops at low rates of daily tax, and requcing the price of liquor by the competition of
licensed vendors.

4. But it is undoubtedly practicable by care and attention to extend the system of Sudder
Distilleries to many populous localities into which it bas not yet been introduced if not univer-
sally, and thereby to prevent the manufacture of spirits except under Excise surveillance and to
bring under full taxation all that is consumed. This is a subject which deminds the attention
of the Government on moral as well as fiscal grounds, and I am desired to request that the
Lieutenant Governor in consultation with the proper authorities will consider and determine
what alteration of this kind can be adopted so as to tax as highly as possible the consumption.
.of spirits everywhere and obviate the charge which is now constantly brought against the Ab-
karree administration of endeavourmu to increase the revenue rather by foreing the consumpnon
of liquor at low rates of duty, than by imposing the highest possible rates consistent with the
due. prevention of illicit dealings,

5. His Excellency in Council also desires to be informed whether an increase in the Ex-
cise on (Ganjih is practicable. No one can question the propriety of fixing the highest duty on
this drug that can be imposed without sl driving the people to the use of more deleterious
articles.

No. 136. Orprr tHEREON, No. 458; dated 1st April 1859.
Ordered to be referred to the Board of Revenue for early report.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,
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