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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 1st April 1859

No. 125.  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue,
dated 31st March 1859, No. 1142.

Read letter from the Collector of Sea Customs dated 30th March 1859, No. 139.
(In Con. 30th March 1859, No. )

In the letters above recorded, Mr. Underwood brings to notice that in the Shedules annexed
to Act VIL of 1859, the words “ ad valorem” follow some of the rates of duty, and he infers
from this that it is the intention of the Supreme Government that these duties should be levied
on the ad valorem or market value of the goods at the place and time of exportation or impor-
tation, and not at the fixed valuations sanctioned and in force ander Section XX, Act VI. of
1844.

9, The words “ad valorem” do not occur in the M. S. Schedales received with Extract

Minutes Consultation 233 TInstant, No. 390, and there is no

in Con. 24th March 1859. mention in Act VIL of 1859, nor in the Despatch and Telegram
of the Supreme Government of any intention of substituting ad
valorem for fixed values.

3. The Import Tariff of Madras is identical with that of Bengal and it, as well as the
Export Tariff, was fixed ander Section XX. Act VI. of 1844, This Section gives the Go-
vernor in Council power from time to time by a notice in the Official Gazette” *“ to fix a value

for any article or number of articles liable to ad valorem duty,” and expressly declares that ¢ the
value so fixed for such articles shall, ¢ill altered by a similar notice, be taken to be the value of
such articles for the purpose of levying duty” on them.

4. Under these circumstances the Board are of opinion that the mere insertion of the
words “ad valorem” in the new Schedules would not warrant the Collector in setting aside the
valuations fixed under Section XX. Act VL. of 1844, and that such a step would be illegal
without a notification from Government in the Gazette.

5. The Board request that Mr. Underwood will lose no time in submitting a list of those
articles which are in his judgment undervalued in the existing Tariffs to such an extent as to
render it desirable either to alter their present valuation or to make them dutiable ad valorem.
The Statement should shew their average market value for some time past, and the valuation
Mr. Underwood would propose. The Board will then be able to lay a definite proposition before
Government.

6. The Collectors of the Maritime Districts will at the same time be requested to furnish
‘similar information.

Ordered that a copy of these Proceedings be submitted for the consideration of Govern=
ment.
(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 126. ORDER THEREON, No. 453 ; dated lst April 1859.

- The Honorable the Governor in Council approves the orders passed by the Board of Re-
venue in this case. Section XX. of Act VL of 1844 is not affected by Act VIL of 1859 ; and
the Tariffs or tables of value fixed under that Section by order of Government, will remain in
‘force till altered by a similar order.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
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