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CIRCULATR No. 19,

Frox
W.Grry, Esa.
Ofy. Director General of the Post Qffice in India,
To . ’ "
Tur Post MasTER GENERAL oF MADRAS,
Dated Calcutla, 4th August 1858,

Sir,

As some uncertainty seems to prevail on the subject of the obligation on public officers
to receive letters, purporting to be public letters, which are charged with postage, I beg to send
you herewith an extract of an order by the Supreme Government No. 884 dated the 13th of July
1853, and published in the Caleutta Gazotte, * and likewise an extract of arecent proceedingt
by the Honorable the President in Council, in reference to a case in which a letter,had been

refused by a public officer on account of its being charged with postage.

2ud—1It is desirable that the rule in this matter should be known as widely as possible,
and all officers of this Department, at all events, should have it constantly in wind, in order that

they may direct attention to it, when necessary.

Srd—If any public officer, after his attention has been directed to the order, should
nevertheless refuse to receive aletter charged with postage and superscribed as on the public
Service, the case should at once be brought to the notice of the Goveroment to which the
officer may be subordinate. ) )

Iam, &c. .
(Signed)  W. Grsy, '
Offy. Director General of the Post Office in India.

Extract of an order by the Supreme Government, No. 884 dated 13th July 1855

“ No public oflicer is authorized to send covers on the Public Service by Post, without
payment of postage, unless he is at the time on active duty, and in charge of the office, by virtue
of which the privilege is enjoyed. All letters superseribed, as o; the Public Service only,
must, even though the postage thereon be not paid, be received and opened by the officer to whom
they are addressed, but if any such unpaid or partially paid letter, so superscribed, and addressed
to any officer, except a Secretary to Government, be found, when opened, to relate to the private
affuirs of the sender, the postage will be debited to him, and he will be further liable to be
dealt with under Section #7, Act No. XVII of 1854.

« His Honor in Council further directs, that unpaid or insuffieiently paid letters addressed
to any such oflicer or Department and not superseribed on the public Service only, be refused ;
IS
or if opened, that it be at the risk and cost of the ()1)01161‘.”
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 Txtract from the Proceedings of the Ionorable the Prosident of the Council of India in

Council, in the ITome Department, under date the 28th July 1838,
QO .

“Some time in December last Mr, # # + sent by the Post an envelope containing

# « = 5 & The envelope was superseribed as on the public Service only

» and was signed by
Mr, # 4 = without any official designation. Tt se

ems to have been sent free

by post from Persia,
as it bears the red Persian field foree post mark, but on

anival at Bombay, it was charged with

postage (not being franked by an authorized officer) and forwarded to ity destin

ation.

“Onbeing delivered to Mrs # * that officer wrofo uponthe letter« Be

A, B It was accordingly returned to the Caleutta Post Offic
At Bowbay it was opened in usual cour

aring postage, Refused
¢ and sent back thenee {o anba_v-

se according to Jaw, aud returned with its endlosure
to I\Tr. O

“Mr. # % % now complains to the Governmont of India, and lays the blame on the Post Office.

*“ The Honorable the President jn Counc

il considers that itis not the P
blame in the matter, but Mr. % & * who,

ost Oflice thut is to
on recelving the envelope superseribed “on the Publie
service only” and signed C. D. refused to recejve

it merely because it was charged with post-
age, instead of paying the postage and ch

arging it in his contingent bill,
direct contravention of a positive order of the Goy
of the 13th July 1835, (No. 884.)

Mr. « # # thus acted in

ernment of India contained jy the notification

% The Post Office acted strictly according to law and rule, and blame

to the Officers of that Department for failing to discov
treating it exceptionably.”

cannot fainly Le imputed
er the importance of the letter and not

True Extract.
(Signed) W, GREY, :
Olfy. Directar General of the Pust Office in India.

CIRCULAR No. 40 op 1858

=59,

True Copies forwarded fup

miasters and Deputy Postmasters.

the information

and guidance of Inspecting Postmasters, Post-

Every Post Office will be supplie

dwith a spare copy of this Circular,
a Publiec Officer refuses 5 serv

ice letter charged with postage,

Lvery ease of an Officer refusing
quainted with the order of the
General, to whom the 1¢

in order that whenovey
it mag be sent to him for perusal,
.

"
letters of the above description after he has been made ac-

e at once veported to the Postimaater
at the same time,

Supreme Govemment, must b
fused cover is 1o be sent
[ 4
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Postmaster General’s dﬂico, >

| Postmaster General
Hh September 1838, J

Madras~=Printed at the Governmeng Prees,
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