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Fort Saint George, Revenue G’tmsultatwn of 15th Marchni‘859.
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No. 65. Read the following letter from W. M. CADELL, Esq., Collector of Tanjore ;
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George ;
Vellum, 7th February 1859, No. 42

Sir, it ' ; :
1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt:.___ of an Extract from the Minutes of Con-
sultation dated the 4th December last, No. 2613, calling for my opinion on a communication

Officiating Chief Engineer on the subject of Avenue Trees in Tanjore.

4

from the late

2. In the first para. of his letter, Colonel Lawford states * that as d’r;"’ fuel is of very little
«¢ use for brick-kilns, the permission to purchase and store wood which may be cut from Avenue
“ trees at any season will not meet the wants of his department.” With regard to this state-
ment I would only observe that Avenue trees alone have never met and never will satisfy, under
the wants of the Public Works Department ; we must therefore depend, as

have done, on the other sources of supply to.which Colonel Lawford refers in

any circumstances,
we always hitherto
the 4th paragraph of his letter.

8. It is asserted that “so long as the Public Works remained under the

Para. 2. « control of the Revenue officers, the wood of the Avenue trees was reserved
“ as much as possible for Government purposes and if a different system is
“ now authorized, not only must the State be prepared to pay a higher price for building materials
« but in some cases there may be a difficulty in executing masonry works at all.” This remark
would seem to imply that when the executive was under the Collector, Avenue trees were cut
down at pleasure to meet the wants of the moment, and that they were the only source of fuel
available. If such had really been the case I onceive that at the present moment there would
have been no avenues, or what appears to me more probable we would have had no Public
Works. Fortunately, however, we have not been so dependent, and although Tanjore possesses
no forests there are perhaps few Districts which are generally so well wooded and fewer still in
which the renewing and maintaining of the avenue trees have received so much attention from the
officers of Government. If the existence, at the present moment, of unbroken avenues along the
principal lines of communication notwithstanding the destruction to which according to the late
Officiating Chief Engineer they must have been subjected, is owing to the trees being renewed
faster than they are destroyed. I submit that a better argument could not be adduced for
the continuance of a system which has produced such results and which has already received the
approval of Government. In fact the avenue trees have been reared at some trouble and expense,
and Colonel Lawford during his long and intimate acquaintance with the District can scarcely
have failed fo remark the thriving state of the Avenues generally, and that it is only the decayed
and useless trees which are cut.

§

4, In para, 3 Colonel Lawford, I observe, states ‘‘ that for the last few years a practice of
¢ gelling the trees indiscriminately has been established.” If by “indiscriminate selling” Colo-
nel Lawford means that the trees are sold at any season of the year and to any one willing to
buy them, I freely admit that his statement is correct. Such trees as are found to exhibit signs

e ~ of decay are at once removed and sold to the highest bid-

Vide Mins. of Cons. 29th October der, a system to which I submit exception cannot be

1858, No. 2288, p. 3. taken, and which appears to me in accordance with the
wishes of Government.

5. TIf, however, by *indiscriminate selling,” Colonel Lawford means to imply that the
sales which take place are not confined to useless trees, I must deny that such is the case, and as
regards the part of the Distriet which was lately under my immediate charge, and with which I am
best acquainted, I can only state that no tree was allowed to be felled till inspected and marked
by myself. : 4 . : !

6. It is moreover somewhat remarkable that while the late Officiating Chief Engineer
denounces a supposed indiscriminate destruction of Trees by the Collector’s Department, he
would seem to be desirous of making the Avenue trees, under the superintendence of the
present Executive, the chief if not the only source of supply. I am inclined to think thatif
the Avenues are to be had recourse to by the subordinates of the Engineer's Department on
each and every occasion when wood is wanted for ¢ immediate use” the avenues will soon alto-
gether disappear.
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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation bf ‘lbth March 1 8-59.4
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Para. 4. 7. Colonel Lawford further observes that :¢
“often has been endangered by delay in procu
“ (fuel),” and the only way he can see * to meet the'probable diffic
““ enhance the rates of all estimates sufficiently to command supplies from
Para. 5. ‘ private gardens”, and that after al] *§

t may depend on the caprice of an
“ influential Meerassidar whether an important work can be constructed
‘ or not.”

a large work may be and
ring this essential article
ulty of future years is to,

8. Tam not aware that any large works have been endangered by delay in procuring fire-
wood in this District, but as the fact is so unequivocally stated by Colonel Lawford, he will
doubtless be prepared to name the works, should the Government desire to be informed on the
subject.

9. In a District where the Meerassidars have the entire control of nearly all the available
labour, and where consequently we aré more or less dependent on them for coolies for Govern-
ment works, the Professional Department consider th

emselves, as recently intimated to me by
Captain Moberly,

perfectly able even in an emergency such as has late] y arisen to secure labor
without having any difficulty or caprice to encoy

of influential Meerassidars.
Such being the case, I apprehend that the fears of the late Officiati
stoppage of masonry works from the probability of the owners of trees refusing to sell fuel are
altogether unfounded, :

10. As to an enhancement of the rates of all estimates, Government are perhaps aware
that since the transfer of the executive to the Professional Department the estimates have been
framed on a much more liberal scale than formeﬂy, and should fuel hereafter become more scarce

x and higher in price, the Government have in the
Ez. Mins. of Cons. 12th Jan. 1856, No. 53. Minutes of Consultation noted in the m
DO. 2d OCtObeT ]856. dlrgad 1 id d th l b
Pages 234, 235, 386, and 387 of Grant’s Book, #1réady laid down the rules
to be guided,

argin
y which they are

11. My own opinion is that the fears expressed by Colonel Lawford are far from being

well founded ; the Tamarind and the black Mimésa are the trees most used for brick-kilns, and
these, though very rarely forming Avenue Trees in Tanjore, can always be obtained for fair
prices, as has all along been the case during the past fifty years.

12. Further, it will always be in the power of the Engineer’s Department to buy,
please, such useless Avenue trees as may be ordered to be sold, d
will be given.

if they
ue notice of which is and always

13. Besides, as the Government are aware, the Anicut planations are and have been for some-
time past under the exclusive control of the Engineer’s Department, and ought if properly looked
after to yield abundance of fuel. Special establishinents are employed at these plantations who
for many months in the year have nothing to do, and whose labor might and ought to be turned

to the best account by making and keeping up
Fide C. O. 29th May 1834, pages 101 and 102 nurseries and plantations of quickly growing
of Grant’s Book.

trees for fuel to meet the wants of the De-
partment.

14. With regard to the concluding remark of Goy

the avenues by some one is obviously of the first importance ; it seems only necessary to remark
that for years past it has been the invariable practice to require that when one tree is cut another
sapling (generally either Portia or Banien) is to be immediately planted in its place. Of
late years considerable attention has been divected to this point, and I may mention that in the Sub-
division alone during the 8 years ending 31st December 1857, 19,594 Portia saplings besides about
18,000 fruit trees were reared in the avenues on the principal lines of roads,

ernment that the necessity of renewing

15. From long custom the Meerassid
required of them in rearing and pl
interest the authorities have all alo

ars are prépared to give such assistance as may be
anting these trees, and the Revenue subordinates seeing the

ng taken in the matter, have been accustomed to consider the
preservation of the Avenues as a part of their duty. Were these trees, however, made over to

, .
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ltation of 15th March 1859.

AP
e,

Fort Saint Géofge, Revenue Consu

i ir fuel re-
f being made use of for their
i z tment for the expressed purpose o ‘ t
the. s vY,or::sﬂﬁ:el}:;:a.f.:r‘::::idau's and the Revenue officers would cease to ta.kt: :nxyi'sxtntares or
qulremeqm, h o;natter and as 1 have already said the Avenues would soon cease
concern in the o ion G :
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.

No. 66 Orper THEREON, No. 324 ; dated 15th March 1859.
0. .

i i with reference to Colonel Lawford’s
gy R e 0 commusnﬁigatlsl‘i t?’)Q?S‘f C'.ll“:: }énogv‘:::;; in Council concurs it-l all tl;:t llllnrd
e “'Sd l f tile A-venue trees and the supply of fuel for Public Wort.s,
Belat iy Sul?Jec.t ; ect the orders to which Colonel Lawford took fexcep ion. ‘
RN 2. The Governor in Council takes this opportunity
to cal.l the attention both of Engineer officers and of

January 12th 1856, No. _53. Collectors to the orders noted in the margin, which

October 24 5  » 1793.

: eans b
934 and 386 Grant's C. O. Book. contain the views of Government as to the m : 3
Pages 231 a y

which officers of the Public Works Depﬁlg‘:ent:‘:e;o
stric
btain timber and fuel. It is the desire of Government that those orders should be J
o mn e
dhered to by both Departments. ; : ¢ the
. e3 As respects Avenue trees, these are placed, except in Tanjore, ur;de;’ thlztt‘:r;:kes it
Oﬁice;‘s of the Public Works Department ; but the tenor of Colonel Lz;;w ?: :o o e
e;*al' for Government to repeat here that those officers have not authori {,r T
-3 bxze t strictly for purposes of conservation and improvement to the treeﬂicer ST e’vent "B
t;ee, eeciail) ermission of the Collector. It will be the duty of the 1a1ttefr otimber or fuel ; and
ltEe in er DI; artment from looking to the Avenues as a source v suppé ormor in Council will
h[;illlzlethis bg found to be the result of the present arrangement, th?1 ov:msive e w1
:)e quite prepared to cancel it and to replace the Avenues under the ex
Collector. (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.

|
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