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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 25th February 1859.

No. 31.  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
20th January 1859, No. 214.

Read again letter from the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, dated 9th October 1858, No.
837, giving cover'to a communication from the Master Attendant at Tutacorin and requesting
that, should that Officer’s proposal for building the boats required for the Pearl Banks, under
his own superintendence be approved, their estimated cost may be sanctioned.

(In Con. 23d November 1858, No. 4659.)

Read also letter from the same Officer, dated 11th December 1858, No. 408, forwarding
copy of a communication from Captain Robertsontating that the two small boats alluded to in
the above correspondence are.absolqtely required notwithstanding the ar;ped Pattimar expected

from Bombay.
(In Con. 24th December 1858, No. 5642.)
Read also letter from the same Officer, dated 9th December 1858, No. 406, enclosing copy
of a communication from Captain Robertson in which he states that it will be necessary for him
to proceed to the Western Coast for timber and coir-rope to construct the buoys sanctioned by

Government for the Pearl banks. ;
(In Con. 24th December 1858, No. 5613.)

Read also letter from the same officer, dated 21st December 1858, No. 418, forwarding
copy of a letter and its enclosure from the Master Attendant reporting the result of a partial
examination of ten of the Pearl banks off the coast of Tutacorin.

'(In Con. 28th December 1858, No. 5845.)

Read also letter from the same officer, dated 4th January 1859, No. 3, transmitting copy
of a'letter and of its enclosure from the/Master Attendant stating that he should proceed to Al-
leppy and Cochin to procure the materials required for constructing buoys.

(In Cons. 10th Jany. 1859, No. 107.)
Resolved that the foregoing communi-

Rev. Dept No. 991, dated 28th Sep. in Con. 7th Oct. 1857, p. 9. : a > :
Do. do. do. 1126, do 12th Rt "18th Aug. 1858, p. 1. cations be submitted for the consideration
Do. do., do. 1409, do. 15th do. +18th Oct, do.p. 8 3

- ; and orders of Government with reference to

the Extract Minutes Consultations noted in the margin. :
. 2. In his letter dated 17th August 1858, and
In Consultation 17th September 1858. which was laid before Government on the 17th Septem-
Ex. M. C. Nos. 991 28tk Sep. in ber following with the Board's Proceedings, No. 8499,
Cons. th Oct. 1857, and 1126, the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly reported that the Re-
12th in Cons. 18th Aug. 1858, R. D. sident of Travancore considered it impracticable to build
7 _ the boats sanctioned by Government for the Tinnevelly
Pearl Banks at Alleppy, and that a copy of his communication had been forwarded to Captain
Robertson, the Master Attendant at Tutacorin, whose reply when received would be transmitted

for the Board’s information,
3. In the first communication above.recorded this

Ez. M. C. No. 1409, dated 15th in promise was fulfilled, but as Government in the mean-
Cons. 18th Oct. 1858, R. D. time had accepted the armed Pattimar, offered by  the

: : Bombay Government, the Board addressed the Acting

Vide second letter recorded above. - Collector requesting to be informed whether under the
above circumstance any alteration was rendered neces-

sary in the plan approved by Government for guarding the banks. From the reply received it
will be seen that Captain Robertson is of opinion that the two smaller boats are still very
essential to the ultimate success ot" the Fishery, one of them being intended to assist -
the Pattimar in guarding the twenty-two most important banks which stretch for 16
miles North and South off Tutacorin, a duty which could not be efficiently performed by the
Pattimar alone. The other boat will doubtless have ample employment in the work of inspection
as well as in guarding the remaining banks. In fact Captain Robertson considers three more




Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 25th February 1859. :
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- boats necessary to guard the entire line of banks, for he states that * to ensure complete success
guard boats should be placed at Punnicoil, Veerapautianpatam, and Mookoor in charge of res-
‘¢ pectable descendants of Europeans born in this country to keep the fishing boats and cattama
“ rans from approaching the banks.” k

4. As the two boats originally sanctioned, are thus shewn to be still required, the Board
will advert in continuation of para. 2 of these Proceedings to the information afforded in the
letter first recorded above, omitting all notice of the larger boat which has been rendered unneces-
sary by the acceptance of the Pattimar,

5. It appears that Captain Robertson having expressed a suspicion that the objection to
the building of the boats at Alleppy under the superintendence of the Commercial Agent might
have proceeded from a misunderstanding that it was intended to impose on the Travancore 80-
vernment the responsibility of the work, the Acting Collector again addressed the Resident on
the subject but no reply had been received up to the date of his communication.

6. In the meanwhile Captain Robertson

* Two boats measuring feet 35 X 8§. = 5; 3 i{lvited tenders at Cochi-n and submits an Es-
Teakwood, Copper fastened and coppered with ™3t (the others received being considered
masts, sails, one anchor and chain painted and unworthy of his notice) from Messrs, Oughter-
complete, Rs. 4,250 each = Rs. 8,500, son and Co. amounting to Rupees 8,500 as

shewn in the margin. ¥

H B, - D

7. This Estimate is however considered exorbitant by Captain Robertson who proposes,
in order to avoid any further delay, that, the superintendence of the construction of tlte boats
should be left entirely in his own hands, and he has reason to believe that they will cost together
“ much less than 6,000 Rupees,” which sum though more than double the outlay (Rupees 2,400)
sanctioned by Government for the purpose, is considerably less than the estimate of the a};ove-
mentioned Firm. Captain Robertson is also satisfied that the work will be done more faithfyl]
and much sooner at Alleppy than Cochin, the time required by Messrs. Oughterson and Co f:;
the ¢hree boats being four or five months. R

8. In his letter of 30th August 18

Vide Enclosures in Acting Collector’s Attendant states that his Estimautgs are bff’dt l:;;::”:;:
letter dated 9th Oct. in Con. 23rd price of Teak timber given by the Resident in a letter
November 1858. addressed to the Collector about the middle of August last
and again in his letter of 18th September menﬁons 17
Rupees per Candy as the price at which timber can be had at Alleppy; the Board presume that
the prices are the same, or under any circumstances that the estimated maximum cost of 6,000

Rupees will not be exceeded. :

9. If Government approve of the present proposal it will be necessary to cancel their
former sanction of Rupees 2,400 for the construction of the boats and to authorize instead the
expenditure of Rupees 6,000, exclusive of the working of the vessels for which Rupees 768 was
sanctioned for a season.

10. As the Oystersarestated to be fast arriving at maturity and there is reasonable hope of
a good Fishery if due care in guarding the banks'be exercised, the Board recommend that sanction
be accorded to the Master Attendant’s proposition for superintending the construction of the
boats himself,

11. With his letter dated 9th December 1858, the Acting
In Con. 24th Decr. 1858. Sub Collector in charge forwards a communication from the
s Master Attendant in which that Offier states that, it will
be desirable for him to proceed to the Western Coast for the timber and coir-rope required to
construct the buoys sanctioned by Government for the Pearl Banks, to which proposal the Board
conceive there is no objection. Captain Robertson should take this opportuunity of visiting

* Alleppy and at once make the necessary arrangements for building the boats,
12. In his letter dated 21st December last, the Acting Collec-
In Cons. 28th Dec. 1858.  tor forwards a Report from Captain Robertson on a partial examin-
ation of ten banks made on the 9th and 13th December last. The

results of this inspection are pronounced *“in every respect most satisfactory,” but Captain

Robertson does not maintain his former opinion that the banks may be fished early in 1860, as
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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 25th February 1859,

“from observations made during his visit to the Fishery at Aripo last March and from subse-
uent results connected with that Fishery,” he is induced to think that the Banks on thi
q s Coast

had better not be disturbed until the Oysters are from 5% to 6 years old. Two pearls obtained
from 2 out of 50 Oysters taken from one of the Banks last examined are forwarded for the in-

spection of Government.
13. The necessity of employing the three guard boats alluded toin the latter part of

para. 3 of these Proceedings in addition to the Pattimar and the two boats originally sanctioned;
is again urged by the Master Attendant; but in the absence of an Estimate of the cost, the
Board are precluded from recommending the measure at present. The Acting Collector is re-
quested to express his opinion on this further proposal of the Master Attendant and to furnish an

Estimate of the charge for carrying it out.

14. The repair of the Flag Staff is not within the province of the Board, and application
should be made on this subject to the Superintendent of Marine.

15. In the last of the communications above recorded Mr. Levinge forwards a letter from
Captain Robertson in which he suggests that the Acting Collector should permit him to proceed
to the Western Coast, in anticipation of the leave applied for.

16. The Board did not understand from Mr. Ames’letter that they were expected to apply
to Government for leave for Captain Robertson, but they resolve now to recommend that he
proceed to the Western Coast as proposed in para. 11. .

17. The Board have to add that on an application
from the Superintendent of Matine at Madras, they have
authorized the Acting Collector of Malabar to advance
the Master Attendant at Cochin (in communication with
actually necessary for the repair, &c. of the  Pownah,”

may be allowed to

Dated 4th in Con. 5th Jany. 1859.
Proceedings 14th Jany. ,,

Captain Robertson) such sums as may be
the main yard of which is stated to have been broken.’
(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 32 ORpER THEREON, No. 227 ; dated 18th February 1859.

ceedings the Board of Revenue submit letters from the Acting Col-
er Attendant at Tuticoreen, on the subject of the boats requir-
ed for guarding the Pearl Banks off the Tinnevelly coast, and on the result of a partial examina-
tion of some of those banks on the 9th and 13th December 1858.

2. In Extract Minutes of Consultation 12th August 1858, No. 1126, the Master Attendant

was grauted an extension of leave to enable him to complete'hls al‘.rangemems 'fOI' bUlldIDg at
f the Pearl Bauks for which a sum of 2,400 Rupees

Alleppie the two boats for the pratection o Baiks . ‘
was sanctioned on the 28th September 1857. From difficulties which presented themselves in
dant was induced to invite tenders at Cochin,

the building of boats at that place, the Master Atten :
ubmitted of Messrs. Oughterson and Co. to build the two

and the result is the estimate now s : ! .
boats at a cost of 8,500 Rupees. The Government concur with Captain Robertson and the
Board of Revenue in regarding this estimate as exorbitant, and they resolve to avail themselves

of his offer to superintend the construction of the boats, the cost of which he estimates will
¢ be much less than 6,000 Rupees.” They accordingly cancel so much of the order of the 28th
September 1857 as authorizes an expenditure of Rupees 2,400 for boats and Rupees 768 for
working them for one year, and are pleased to sanction in lieu, an expenditure not exceeding
Rupees six thousand for the two boats. Captain Robertson being thus authorized to superin-
tend the construction of the boats, is permitted to proceed to the western coast, for this and the
other purposes specified in para. 11 of the Boards’' Proceedings.

3. The letter of the Acting Collector dated 2Ist December 1858, No. 418, gives covet
to one from Captain Robertson dated 17th idem, reporting the result of a partial examination
of ten of the banks off the coast of Tuticoreen. On six banks healthy oysters from 4 to 44
years old have been found in large guantities; on the remaining four banks the oysters were
younger and less plentiful. Neither Sooram nor Kalicay, animals stated to be destructive to
pearl oysters, were found on any of the banks. Captain Robertson remarks that from bis report

Para. 1. In these Pro
lector of Tinnevelly and the Mast
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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 25th February 1859.

on the Pear] Banks in 1856 a Fishery over the first mentioned six banks might be looked for
a}fout the commencement of 1860, but that from his observations during his visit to the Pearl
Fishery at Arripo in Ceylon, and * from subsequent results connected with that Fishery,” he
would not recommend that the Banks on this coast should be disturbed until the oysters have
attained the age of 5} to 6 years. The Government are disposed to regard the results of this
last inspection of the banks as given above to be satisfactory ; but as it now appears that
no fishery can take place until 1862, it seems desirable that measures of precaution against

of success in the fishery, The Government cannot regard the measures heretofore suggested for
this purpose as the result of any well digested plan. Not to go far back they would observe
that in 1857 Captain Robertson considered two boats sufficient for the work, and recommended
as the more economical arrangement, that they should be built in preference to being hired,
the cost of the former being shewn at Rupees 2,400 and the latter at 5,400. The Government
regarded the proposed establishment as altogether inadequate, and applied to the Ceylon
Govem.menr. for information as to the strength and cost of the establishments on that
coast ; in the mean time a Canoe was employed to meet present emergencies. This was followed
by an application from Captain Robertson for a small Schooner from Bombay. No such vessel,
however, was available ; but the Bombay Government offered an armed Pattamar for the service,
Captain Robertson then discovered that the two boats could not be built for less than 3000 Rs.

Sitaof th_e I_)aftm'was accepted by this Government, and now that this vessel is at hand
the boats to-aid it in its operations, have yet to be built, and it is represented that to ensure
complete success three more guard boats are required to guard the entire line of banks.

4. The Board have not recommended this last measure and have called on the Acting Col-
lector for his opinion on it as well as for an estimate of the charge for carrying it out, The
Government are of opinion however, that the time has arrived for the adoption of more systema-
tic measures for the protection of the Pear]l Banks on the Coasts of this Presidency ; and as the
best means of obtaining the necessary information, the Board of Revenue will consider whether it
would not be advisable to depute an officer for the special object of collecting all particulars
relating to the system of conservancy established on the Ceylon coast, as well as with respect to
the cost and strength of the force employed, the extent guarded, and sueh other information as
is likely to be useful. The Governor in Council is of opinion that Captain Robertson would be
a suitable person for this employment ; and if he is willing to accept it the Board will arrange
details in communication with the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly. Captain Robertson will be
allowed his expenses for proceeding to and returning from Ceylon, with suitable compensation
for his trouble; and the Board will state after his return, what they may consider a proper

amount.
5. The Government approve of the Board’s order @ A7) authorizing the Acting Collector
of Malabar to advance to the Master Attendant at Cochin such sums as may be necessary for the

repair of the armed Pattamar ** Pownah,”

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILILON,
Secretary to Government,

”

- —
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No, 107. From V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., Acting Collector,
dated Tinnevelly, 4th January 1859, No. 3.
Adverting to a letter from this Office dated the 9th ultimo No. 406, T have the honor to transmit
herewith for the consideration and orders of the Board of Revenne copy of a letter and of its enclosurers

received from the Master Attendant at Tutacorin.
2. Captain Robertson, suggests that he should, in anticipation of the leave solicited by him being

~a

granted, proceed without delay to Alleppee and Cochin to procure the materials required for constructing
Buoys for the Pear]l Banks. L
Enc. 1.
From Caprary W. ROBERTSON, Master Attendant,
To the Correcror of TINNEVELLY,

_ dated Tutacorin, 1st January 1859, No. 1.

In consequence of having mentioned in my letter of the 7th ultimo, that it would be desirable I
should proceed by Sea as early as possible to the Western Coast to procure materials for constructing Buoys for
the Pearl Banks. Mr. Ames, Acting Sub Collector in charge, considered it advisable to forward an ap-
plication for leave, to enable me to carry out my design, but not having had any further notice on the sub-
ject, and as the Banks cannot be effectually inspected without qu_vs, I have the ponor to ?uggesif that 1
should, in anticipation of leave being granted, proceed without delay to Alleppee ‘and 00th particularly
as it will be necessary to inspect the timber which has been ordered, and now ready for shipment at Allep-

pee. Coir will have to be purchased at Cochin on my arrival there.
Freight has already been engaged in the Schooner “Henrietta” which leaves this about the 4th In-

stant with Salt for Alleppee, and I propose going round in her. . A

I have also the honor to bring to your notice that the Pattimar “Pownah” is now ‘at Cochin without
Commander and Crew, and otherwise in a crippled state as will be seen by the :tccompa-nymg letter from the
Master Attendant at Cochin and my presence 'may be necessary to se? that the Vessel is proI.)erly fitted and
manned, and have her sent round here as early as possible as sheis now absolutely required for guard-

ing the Pearl banks on this Coast. ;
I beg to mention that I shall require to be absent about ten days, or a fortnight, to-complete my ar-

rangement at Alleppee and Cochin.
e = From Caprary JOHN CASTOR, Master Attendant,
To Caprary W. ROBERTSON, Master Attendant, TUTACORIN,

dated Cochin 21st December 1858, No. 224.

With reference to the annexed letter, from the.Snperintendent of Marine, I have the honor to request
that you will be good enough to inform me, when you wish the “Pownah” to be.sent ronnd to your Port.

2. Do you wish me to engage a Syrang and Crew, for any fixed period, or just merely t..o deliver the
Vessel over to you; and please state the number of Iza_a.sca.rs_‘l am to engage to navigate her with.

3. The Main Yard is broke, do you wish it to be replaced by a new one, or fished for the present.
The Yard is a very long one, and it is likely to cost much. i . b : ;

4. 1 shall l}Yeel iﬁhge«i by your replying to these questions with as little delay as possible, and in-
forming me if you wish any thing to be done to the Pattimar, before her leaving this port. She has one

boat,
From SuerrintEnpENT of MARINE,
To the Masrer ArrexpENT, COCHIN,
dated Madras, 15th December 1858, No. 5012.
With reference to your letter of the 4th Instant, reporting the arrival of the ““ Powuah” at Cochin,
I have the honor to inform you that she is destined to act as a guard boat to the Tinnevelly Pear] banks,
some of which are expected to be in a fit state for fishing in 1860.

TSR




P e g_. Yon are thewfore, in wmmnmghon with the Master Attendant at Tuticorin, to engage a compe-
&‘i A 'tent Bymng mﬁ Clew aml send her to that Pork;, first making such repairs to her as may be absolutely

: From CAPQAJN W. ROBERTSOV Master Attendant,
- Tu UAM'AN JOHN CASTOR, Master Attendant, Cochin.

L% E A __4 dated Tutacorin, 28th December 1858,
A‘:Wth reference tof,y_@' er of the 21:%11:%#., accompanied by copy of one from the Superintendent
 of Marine, I haVe the hon "iiafmm hia, the “ Pownal” was to have been sent down here in an
efficient state, in uhuga ; mmxs'sféﬁ" Officer of the Indian 1 Navy, as will be seen by the enclosed

copy

of an Extract &m«tha Minutes of Consultatm, under date 15th October 1858, but as she appears
to be ( :

‘without a Coms : ‘.,l;or.(}rew,rggd,, lerwise in a crippled state, T can only suggest that you be
, ewved Irom the Superintendent of Marine,
chin, the period of service should be fixed for eighteen
s on the coast cannot handle a Pattimar. '
ign: sxzeof ﬂle “Pownal” and never having been on board of a Pattimar you
: wm be Mﬂ' xm’&.ﬁ) mﬂ@

3 ‘M mumber of men will be required to navigate her.;1 must also leave any
repairs the Vessel reqmreafoy&r discretion.

T I purpose leaving this about the 2nd or 9ed of next monls (Januaty) for Allepee e Goehin, o

' collect some WM ordered, and which will be necessary for carrying out the inspection of the

L‘. - Pearl Bunks on this Coast and should the « Povwnah” be ready for leaving by the time I reach the latter

E‘ - place, I ﬁunk it would be ﬂeambkgm detain hqr for two or three days, in order to put on board what ma-

~terials may be ready, or what she can carry, the rmgmdercanbeputonboardofav‘;gdw ehgg-
ed at' Alleppee. W

Due notice ofmy depmft@%sﬁj]&juwarded WYW-




No. 29. From J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine,
dated Madras, 4th January 1859, No. 18.

et The Government in Pxtract Minutes of Consultation marginally noted, direct-

December 1858, ed that arrangements should be made for taking charge of the pattimar ‘Pownal

at Cochin, for supplying her with a crew, and finally for her despatch to Tnt:ca.

reen where, on inguiry, it was found th 1t she was to be employed asa gnard»baat over the mneveﬂy pearl

hanks. Y
2. The vessel arrived a short time back and was duly made over to the Master Attendant at Co-
irected to effect such vepairs as were absolutely necessa
on with the Master Attendant at
requested to be put in funds to en:
ly fall under the Revenue depar

chin, who has been d
been found sprung—and, in communicati
and despateh her to that port. He has now

instructions, and as the expences more prope 3 e
S hdragor uls

Marine, T have to request the favor of your instructing the
#s may be ncoessary. £ e e i SRR

From Caprary JOHN CASTOR Master Atten
To 7. J. FRANKLIN Esq., Superintendent of Marine, Mad =
' " dated Cochin, 23d December 1858, No. 227.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 15th instant No. 5012, and
pursuant to the insiructions therein contained I have addressed the Master Aftendant ticoreen anha
subject of the pattimar  Pownah” being sent round to that port. SEpeR v j B

2. Tn engaging a crew and purchasing provisions &e. for the vessel o go round with o Tu
reen I shall require fands, and beg to request you will be so good as to instruct the Collector of ¥
“leatmydisposalsuchmlmsaslmnyrequireforthispurpqs_e-: e s

. = i — PNy

——————
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