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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 15th February 1859.

No. 18. Read the fou;;wing letter from J. W. B. DYKES, Esq., on Special Duty; to J. D.
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, in the Revenue Department ; dated

Rajahmundry, January 1859,

Sir, _
I have the honor to state for the information of Government that I have this day sent
; in my report on the Kistna Delta, in accordance to Minutes of

* Nos. 329 and lﬂiiv Consultation in the Revenue Department* under daw\thea&& |

March and 17th September last. s 3=
2. In para. 6 of my letter of the 27th November 1858, I anticipated being able to bring
to a close, by the end of January, the additional enquiries sarnciioncd in Minutes of Co.?g;
tation under date the 11th December last; but, as far as I can see now, I shall not, I am afraid,
be able to submit the result of those enqw for another month. The requisite Returns have
not yet been received from the Collectors of Rajahmundry and hiasulipatgm; and, although'T
am informed that the greater part of i&ﬁ&ired information has been pre p:re 200, who
received, it will take some time to compare with the irrigation Returns received from the
D. P. W.; and it will probably be necessary for me to visit in person some of the localities
where great discrepancies may be apparent on the face of the accounts; which will of course
be a cause of tional delay. But however that may be, no exertions shall be wanting on my
part, to send in the general Statements as soon as is compatible with general correctness.

B -

3. Under these circumstances I have deemed it advisable to submit my report on ‘? l‘.
the

Kistna without further delay; as the results obtained on measuring the irrigated area of

four villages; my personal observatious during the moasoons ; and. the information 1 have sub-
sequently acquired, are such as to justify my respectfully c]giu'ﬁ;js.ﬁ,r this Delta, theimmediate’
attention of Government. L - 7 s+ 9

4. Having given full details in the report, Lwill not u-“;,m on the time of Government
by repeating those details; I will simply state the conclusions at which I have arrived on the
above grounds, and the results to which those conclusions pointis © WER S -

‘5. In the four villages there is ouly 11 per cent. of concealed irrigation; and in three of
the villages there is no increase to be seen in the Revenue Returns either. Whilst the trifling
increase in the extent of the irrigated area in these three villages, may be further inferred from
the fact, that there is 23 per cent. of concealed irrigation in the fourth village, where the G-
vernment demand has neverthzless been.dov!lbled in 't‘l'x‘g" last three years. In fact under the
present tenure, concealed irrigation is a healthy sign; and the cause why irrigation e dit
spread properly, in the other three villages, is to be found in the swamped state of the Delta,

6. From the end of July to the beginning of December the Masulipatam portion of the
Kistna Delta is under water. I myself saw large tracts of valuable land utterly swamped. The

' internal traffic of the Delta is at a stand still. There is no proper water-way either for drainage

or the carriage of goods. And I believe that this unseemly state of affairs is as injurious to the
Public Revenues, as to the ryots and the traders of the Delta. The fourth village 1 had better
add s situated on the high ground near Bazawarah; and hence this village is saved from the
effects that make themselves so injuriously manifest for thirty miles between this village and
the sea-shore, '

7. Doubtless the levels of the Delta have always made its efficient drainage a matter of

~ difficulty; and last year may have been a more severe season than usual. But, so long as the
present arrangements last, the difference in seasons can only be a difference in the depth of

water on the land. The increased supply of water vow obtained, by means of the Anicut is

- poured into the Delta by the old irrigation channels, which, in former days, could both irrigate

and drain the country, after a fashion, but, now, are utterly inadequate to meet the double

- duty. The supply of water has been vastly increased, without any corresponding change being

made in the drainage arrangements. An unexpected plump of rain inevitably puts the country
under water, and inflicts perhaps enornious damage on the crops; whilst no attempt has been
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