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No. L Read the followi roceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 22ad August
1859, No. 3309. " -

Read letter from the

of Chingleput, dated 6th April 1858, No. 87.
TRO0N. 17th August 1858, No. 1446.)
Read also letter from the same officer, dated 9th March 1859, No. 65.
(In Con. 23rd March 1859, No. 1217.)

On Government issuing its orders that steps were to be taken to reduce the assessment

. wherever it was found to be too high and keptland

E. M. C. 10th July in Con. 3lst August out of cultivation, the Board forwarded Circular in-

1854, No. 2402. structions directing the Collectors to report on the

state of their districts. Mr. Smollett, who was

3lst dugust 1854. then in charge of Chingleput, replied to this call in
a letter dated 27th January 1853.

2. Ia this paper Mr. Smollett gave a brief history of the introduction of the present sur-
vey assessment which was arranged principally by three officers, Messrs. Smalley, Viveash and
Maelean, and is supposed to press with some unevenness on the land: Mr. Smalley’s assessment
of the Chingleput talug hasalways been regarded as the heaviest, while Mr. Viveash's villages

have some advantage over Mr. Maclean’s. Mr.
* Board's Proceedings 14th April 1823. Smalley’s part of the survey met the strong ap-
Order of Govt. 9th May 1823. proval* of the Board and Government, and has been

formally sanctioned; but the subsequent operations,
+ Board’s Proceedings 26th August 1844.  conducted by Messrs. Maclean and Viveash, were
Para. 109 proposed rates of increase. condemned by the Board{ as then constituted, who

considered that the work should be done over again,
and that, meanwhile, the rates should be declared temporary only, and have a per centage ad-
dition made to them.

3. On Government receiving these views of the Board, they called for explanation from

- the officer in charge of the district, and Mr. Maltby,

Acting Collector to Board 20th April 1846. who was then Acting as Collector, offered arguments

in vindication of the survey operations. Here the

subject was allowed to rest, and the assessments fixed by Messrs. Viveash and Maclean have
continued in practical force up to this time in their original form.

4. Subsequently the Collector, Mr. Freese, introduced a similar assessment in 25 lapsed

Jaghire villages, and the Board took the opportunity
Board’s Proceedings 9th October 1854. of calling for a report upon them when they circulat-
' ed the order of Government, dated 10th J uly854,
regarding over-assessed lands. But, in accordance with the Acting Collector Mr. Smol
suggestion, that an entire tdlug had better be ex-
Board's Proceedings 12th March 1855. amined, this order was changed into a call for a report
on the assessment of the Chingleput tdlug, and My,
Shubrick has responded to it.in the letters which stand at the head of these proceedings.

5. Before, however, commencing to scrutinize the details of that tilug, the Board will
briefly observe that Mr. Smollett expressed himself generally satisfied with the success of the
survey assessment, excepting in the Chingleput tdiluq, where it has led.to complaints. He
pointed out that the dimensions and boundaries of fields are known, that the tax is on the land
not on the produce, and is the same to all ryots, there being no classes with privileged rates .
of assessment. M. Smollett, therefore, thought that the present assessment could, with advan-
tage, be made the basis of operations in reducing the rates where they were found too high,
instead of setting it aside for a new survey, and he proposed the immediate adoption of the
following three reforms ;—

Ist. The abolition of a second-crop assessment on some poonjah land.

2d. The re-classification of double-crop. nunjah land, making it single crop and liable to
fasal jasty, or an additional half teerwah, on ;‘scund crop being raised.

8d. Making all garden lands pay the assbssment of first-class poonjah.

6. In their proceedings of 12th March 1855, the Board ordered the first of these reforms
to be at once carried out, and with regaid to the second, the Collector was authorized to remit
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one-third of the teerwah on double-cro

( land w
not cultivated. Further information . henever a second Seh

was called for respecting the
S R s oy 2954: finally resolved that all the higher classes were to

E. M. C. VTth October 1857, No, 1063, sy -ceeded that tate, in order that thees lands
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Froceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmnent, 3
Jor the month of December 1859,

11. The over assessment of this taluq has been observable in its depressed state and the
comparative difficulty with which its land revenue has been collected. It has been already point-
ed out that Mr. Smollett, while speaking in favorable terms of the survey assessment in other
parts of the district, emphatically remarked, ‘‘ generally it may be stated that in the villages

‘ settled by Mr. Smalley, the ryots complain of
Letter of 27th January, p. 5, in Consulta-  “ the pressure of the assessment,” and this opinion

AT nan equality with th o b

el districts, y i ose of adjoining L tion, 5th February 1855. has been practically admitted by the Buard, In

7. M. Shubrick’s first : o ’ ¥ ] prac o y
report on the Chingleput talug,* dated 6th : ‘ their Proceedings of 26th August 1844, when re-
* Besides the 146 vi'lages settled in th especially ta N o T 1S58, applien 7 ' viewing the survey of the district, they recom-
Smalley, Mesars. Viveash and Macleay af:l;fv?r':ﬁ biml}'ﬁfi settled b unjah lands of the villages g % The Board excepted the Magggimungalum wmended an immediate addition of 11 per cent. to
:nupicmely 29 und 28 villages on their reverting to Govern- y lley. Taking the genera] Tdlug from this recom ion, but Mr. Maclean's* talugs, in order that they might
anedn&hel:“ctlxzhe;:e?t:;‘::::&;no?‘:? t"'(‘."’fﬂbletotlwx- ots, Tule that ¢ s of the gross produ ) :ra Yo under a misapprehension a lained by be on an equality, pending a new survey with
mentioned, the expression applies to n:r.'élz:la%;:&:t,ﬁlﬁ;;qsi“ first setting aside the SotuntruuP;s &Ce, i.ltel‘ i {’5’ the Acting Collector in his letter of 20th Chingleput and with Mr. Viveash’s four talugs,
™ form the G, : Ay EChy, 18 To ! April 1846, paragraphs 17 and 87. in which they mistakenly supposed that a similar

t Paragraph 10, vitios exc(:evilmdm?m Sllllare, he finds that this b v addition had been carried out.
ede m a but th { B

P Ty reet villages s 7 :
. i Paragraph 8, This result, however, is not peculiir t I%Ieh. : 12. To mitigate this over assessment of Mr. Smalley’s villages, Mr. Shubrick recommends
!;he district, and need not Kot be detail Smalley s villages, but extendst h 9 . B a deduction of Rupees 17,255 or 21 per cent., which would cause an immediate sacrifice of
immediately under discussion i etailed at length on this occasion, sip ] + to the rest of P revenue to the extent of about Rupees 10,000 ; but this measure is not proposed merely to place
sion, 1s the comparative severity of the as;essm(:ae tt N el T 1 these villages on an equality with the rest of the
§ Vide My, Smalley's report . talug, and this can be s}x:o 5 the’ Chmglep“c e Letter of 6th April 1838, paragraphs 8—13,  district ; Mr. Shubrick was instructed to propose
Government in letter to Board pog il ing into those minute sury v:in Wlthou} ke iy Sl in Consultation, 17th dugust 1858. arrangements which would carry out the principles
Eztract Mins, Cong 6h % th May 1823, peen already§ laid befor ((?, etails which have Mz enunciated by Government, and he has, therefore,
ing Board’s Proceedings .of 26,:},‘1?4 1845, notsc.- length. It seemg sufﬁcie:t bOVernment at greas b based his revised assessment on that portion of the crop to which it has been declared that the
which reviewed thy aadidlng ugust 1844, the subject is complicated f s tg observe that 'i'f'- Government demand should be limited. But it is evident that a measure _of this nature could not
o Hhilis Colbiocer o Cr}‘:{eylreports. which the Meerahs and Smrom the manner ip et be limited to a single tdlug, and the Collector’s report shows th'at 1'{‘ it was extended to the
April 1846, tngleput, 20th brought into the a¢ untrums have been sy remainder of the district, it would affect the
plaint exists on thec[()):r[l]:tz’f ?}nd thatl no com g Do. paragraphs 8 and 38, and Statement revenue to the extent of a lakh and a half
i '€ peo f W t Rupees. Several considerations, however
account of G : 3 ing the share o . People regard e No. 16. - 0 p s, s
overnment, as the ancient mailwarym x'g;xtes of each{ﬁﬁe produce which was taken on Ao & prevent the Board from recommending so large an
M 8. ’The greater weight of Mr. Smalley’s Ullage were always followed, * T . abatement of the public revenue until the productive powers of the land have been again
haclean s must, therefore, be looked for e}};heasseSSment compared with My, Viveash’s and M 7 il examined. ‘Lhe unprogressive statet of a district
the land were calculated, or in the commutat'r e the rates at which the productive o:] - o t See Collector's letter of 6th April 1858, which has the advantage of being near the Presi-
Rliop us sonverted into money. Bu on th lf?n price at which the Government porti% ey it b paragraph 38, and stotement No. 16, in  dency town, is certainly a prima facie argument
r. Smalley’s calculations, when tested b € lirst of these cauges much stress is not ¢ bn 1of e R Consultation, 17th dugust 1858. against its assessment, but other causes have con-
2 en,}’alslubsequent Collector, Mr, reese, wer e o o tributed to this stagnation, such as the meerassy
Paragraph 14, o dgnoira Y correct ; by which term it ig ’mea:tl‘e;l)]orted 5 o 1 This disadvaniage was noticed by the Board sysiem,{ which makes it difficult for strangers to
The m ivmy much from those adopted by his that they 5 it as far back as in their Proceedings of 11th obtain unoccupied land, and an imperfect§ 1rriga-
P aragraph 16-21.92, to be fa N cause of the weight of his assessment j ST iy '#%t" " December 1823. S e st mCh- Wilicing Soiktected by [hi
: ound in his commutation rates, and p 0t 1s, therefore, g | § Collector's letter of 6th April 1858, para- Palaar annicut and other works. The existing

€re a consider-

founde : able differenc
¢d on the average of 21 preyj G appeatin; Mr, Smalley ’s rates of conversion
b

Ous years, varied from 13 to 16

marcals .
1S successors adopted rates w et Pagoda, while

|| See atr, Maclean’f report of 3lst marcals, Q) th hich g

graphs 30-38, in  Consultalion 17th assessment is also one which was recently intro-
August 1858, duced after careful enquiry, and the Board remark-
ed in their proceedings of 12th March 1855, that

July 1839, P. 6, 1 e whole the landowni‘:-e an averag'el] of 18 b in the opinion of the late Collector, Mr. Smollett, no friend to ryotwary settlements, it does not
vi dages of the Chingleput télu ars 1:] Mr. Smalley’s *;:"-‘ press heavily upon the land. Some authorities have even supposed it to err on the side of leniency

Para_grap]l 40." under a dlsadvantage of 19 per Ce(ll]t Te considered to be -+ 4 rather than severity ; and though the present Board do not hold this opinion, still as high prices

- at which the mailwarum gy Goverm;lm Yespect to the rates s have ameliorated the position of the ryots, and the revenue survey will bring the entire assessment

9. The disadvantage which Mr.

5 Mr. Hepburn surveyed q fewvillages in 1803

and so
i Norrtnlze fij; cil:f:’m were afterwards transferred of 9th March 1859 Pt Sl
See Board’s Pro, o 26th ply to a questj } Bo._ points out, in re-
T Cott 3] Marchf e AXfZL 113;1;1, para. 1, l(}e}xt had Writlel()m[:() tgheenf,-?:]‘lr)d, how Mr. Smol-
. » No. 1217, that 18 marculs pey /10 representing
.15 PET pagoda had been taken as

10.  Although Mr, Smalley dwelt in general

: terms on the advantg

ges of :
g)ort of 31st October 1822, Mment, and represem%d th % }I:}o,derate i
sseysment cousisted of the rangements At his proposed ar-

1d :
for ER o : amdars, and that he wi 7] voud secure this adv g i
or modifications of it to an extent which averaged 10 s;x:g dlsu‘wt, he felt that the resul}std(:l; l?ir::f;st:m:l;:

cent, . T int: :
he medigtors had Suggested a reduction of 12} per of the Chmgleput tﬁ]uq required modifi-
some mo -

cent. His suceessor, Mr, Vive
. Mr. Viveash, represented that the ion, ** i

complal of s M. Vivesh, 1o Tl w:,t- y;,: cation,** and obtaineq authority fer the pur-
evision could be made

* Mr. Smalley’s survey p
e

para. 8 and 12 shows that. hig
Teerwah assessed by the siz Tun,

till the wh istrie .
e Whole distriet wag surveyed. —Board’s Proceédings‘he left the dlstrict,'

under consideration, they deem it proper now to limit-themselves to proposing measures for
placing Mr. Smalley's villages on a level with the other parts of the district.

13. For effecting this purpose a uniform reduction en all their nunjah lands seems the
proper course, since the accounts forwarded by

Collector's letter of 6th April 1858, paragraph the Collector show that the higher assessed
43 and statement No. 11, in Con. 17Tth Aw- lands are not more thrown out of cultivation
gust 1858. than the lower classes, from which circumstance
Mr. Shubrick ‘draws the reasonable inference

that, with reference to their actual capabilities, all the classes are over assessed and require re-
duction. The rate of this reduction ought, in the opinion of the Board, to be fixed at 11 per
cent., as it was formerly proposed that an increase of this amount should be made in other parts
of the district to equalize their assessment with that of Mr. Smalley’s villages, and Mr. Shubrick’s
' calculations shew that this per centage|| closely

|| See statement 15 in Collector's letter of 6th represents the disadvantage under which Mr.
Aprib in Con. 17th August 1858. : Smalley’s villages have been placed by a lessq
9 1%e mediators had proposed a reduction of favorable commutation price. The Board

1%L per cent. to save the ryats from loss

would not, however, extend this reduftion to

duction  wag necessary, but the Board deferred afders pose. But before the T
and his successor, Mr.

an respect of price. Mr. Smalley's report of the nunjah lands assessed at Rupees 2 per caw-
3lst October 1822, paragraph 8. ney and under, but would leave them to be
aealt with at the general survey.

19th May 1828 para, 24 "
P abington, so imperf; : Tihe
8 - . ’ perfectly carried out his vie
Mr. Shubrick’s Itter of 6th April 1858, paras, 17 10 19, that the assessment of th)i,s télug has c:nin;z; ad
Ta Con. 17th August 1858, No. 1446, tMo 'the present time, 41 per cent. higher than
r. Smalley intended to leave it.
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14. The rates of assessment and
i ot the proporti e i
are detailed in the Collector’s Statement }J;Io-p 1I.lOQ‘OiCE}:;}Y:::O;::_X)is:;%nlgfi e Sﬂ;allsyvs villages
19-11:0 i e-crop land is Rupees
; e wney, and after th :
* Ayacut beriz of Mr. Sma lley's villa GRUpees. duction 1t would still be Rup 8938;7.3!!, 4[‘Jroposed re-
; ges of taxation which the Board trust wi]l’ ;2 ixmoun:i
s owere

see paragraph 18 .., -
Redustion at 11 pey : e e 88,212 both here and in oth ; s
Average nunjah fultii(:::ian.,'.seé};ard.. i thle s I, esfﬁaer;’s"gﬁ‘:?:ddrl:g:l?t'du:‘in t
i M N e pe? cent. would reduce the as by R
eduction at 11 per ooni”". 42,83(()) gftees;l t9,1f5i${ and give up presen:e::?:r?;ebgol:l:t
e of Ru

: ‘ 5,060 ; but as the wa ste i
Shegyalt an ¥ now amounts to 35}:1'"(1:;::

t Land usually cultipas d i
ed. It 1s to be anticipated that this loss will be b
ut

I Land well suited Jor cultivation,

Collector's letter of 6th Apri p p
_ i Ipril 1858, s vi
6, in Consultation Vith August lggg? 4 i:zagsz.{a:sr':l?g ES sfl'] i
y 1a

in Messrs, Viveash's and Maclean’s vi

15. It will also be seen from

general average of the waste is the following table of single-

26 per cent., it ;

§ See Mr. Maclean' sd
Peddapol/z‘e; ct;Z‘n:d&:r;e? report on the  porti one shews a greater pro-
AT, e By S O o a slight degree, nor x is i

Vantages of l;‘ riga.ti as that taluq t
Chingleput'

o . NuNsan SINGLE Crop,

Té]qu_ Rates of As S R Sh T e
: Sessment per{ ___ SNengal, Highest [Per corr
R T e cawnie, E’;te"; OFJ exi cultiva- agecf)?‘t-
e — LEL N an . Y z. t‘
Poonamallee.._ Rs. A.D. Rs. A, P Cawnies. lm ln.‘ Waste.

Peddapolliery " " v 113 2 0to1 19

Ch w168 : 8,880/ 56,978 :
!Syclir;%ttpu.t..".._"‘ e 119 1] 8:33 14 0 118’216, 92,631 gg:ggg o
'OOlramalore“_ .”---"....“ ...é? ? 0 to 1 8 6! II:Séé gg:OO7 43,225 35
IR Y5 Otol 1 6 190g7 ~7,(7)4~6 42,538 98
Cay_er KO T e L T "112 1'17 6to0 7 o 8’535 ‘;4’ 95 62,011 20
i LR e e § 0Oto0 5 gl 20.517 96,967 33,478 26

Cammungalum 3 0 0to1 1:13 12,088 s ’§90 69,169 29
i gt e S o O N A éﬁ"’" 52,3311 o7

8 0tol1 | 11;723 67’21338 45,463 24,

Boavi e vy 58,486 14

1,21,988 | 6,94,887

]_fmdS, because the
35.  orled to complaints anq ¢ idered over-assessed

been a] 'nd the garden Jands hav
Y report t} already deg] > s have
f witﬁ] i ‘;:mzi)grdf observed that <« Thee:a:ew;;'-h' In their review of
of the meerasidars, and the highé;‘:3 ?wghpaﬂessed on the
183 oda (R
7] moderatge'l" "%‘i"ney which appeafrs tao(beugsfys
ance of these lang. + "PAratively small import-
pees 31,682 ley estimaf:c‘; 1?11:18 18 such that when Mr. Smal-
» 10,014 district at the ayailable land revenue of the

n 81l A= 10 less than Prgen, S0 of Pagodas 3,16,260

Board’s Pro, 144, April 1823, paragraph

Mr. Smalley's surve

6th April ;
gust 1858, par agragh Q}éfl in Con, 17th Au-

and the cultwated portion of it

gust 1855, paragraph 4.

us remained only

s or R AP
pOOnJah aud the garde:l’l)?::d55.6187o’ bOth for

March 1859, e{r; in the stateme

18, The details of t

1e poonjah lands are giv

: nts which accompanied-the Col-
whic}?n-m']g some doublecrop land,a!l,lda smallpiece
3 arein the Nayer taluq and will be adverted
Wo per cawney, The Sheigal Iya-

jah rates range from Rupees 7. 14 to Annas t

s —

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenne Departmnen/y, 5
Jjor the month of December 1859.

cut consistsof 40,661 cawnies assessed at Rupees 91,133, of which 5% per cent. is usnally waste, But
on scrutinizing the details it will be observed, that the largest amount of waste is often found in
those classes of land which are most lightly assessed. In the same manner the tiluq of
Tripooroor, which has the lowest maximum rate of assessment (Rupees 3} per cawney) exhibits
the smallest extent of cultivation or only 31 per cent. It would, therefore, appear that it is not
the weight of the assessment which keeps the poonjah land out of cultivation, so much as other
cavses, such as an insufficiency of labor, and the character of the land itself which admits of only
occasional culture. As, theretore, the rates of assessment have not led to complaint, and the
Board see grounds for the opinion expressed by the Collector that a reduction of assessment
would not now cause “ an extension of cultivation to any appreciable or beneficial extent,” they
abstain from proposing an alteration of the existing rates pending the Revenue survey.

19. One of the villages in the Nayer taluq contains 1} cawney of dry land assessed at
the very high rate of Rupees 18-6-5. This village formerly belonged to North Arcot, and the
Collector will be instructed to treat this land

Board’s Proceedings, 12th March 1855, para. 5. as similar land has been treated in the late

revision of the assessment of that district. The
Nayer talook also contains a small extent of poonjah land registered as * double crop.” Itis
limited to 184 cawnies and bears an assessment of Rupees 1,237 at rates varying from Rupees
121 to Rupees 2-1-3 per cawney. According to the principles now approved by Gox'el'nq]ent,
all unirrigated land ought to be assessed for a single crop. only_, and the Board accordingly
in:tructed the Collector, on this point being brought to their notice, 10 take off the assessment

for the second crop.

20. But an early enquiry seems necessary regarding some considerable classes of land,
which, though now registered as nunjah, are

Letter of 6th April in Consultation, 17th Au- really poonjah, or unirrigated. Mr. Shubrick
gust 1858, para. 45. observes, * A minute examination into M,

“ Smalley’s villages has shown that in many

“ places lands have been entered and classified as nunjah merely because nunjah crops had been
“ raised upon them, at some time or other previous to his survey assessment, but which had no
“ certain supply of water to continue the raising of nunJgh crops, and t.hgt they have, in conse-
“ quence, fallen out of cultivation and become waste. For such lands' it is useless to continue
“ entering them as nunjah with nunjah assessment, as the very fact of their nunjah assessment,
“ coupled with their certain deficiency of water, prevents their being cultivated ; while if they
“ were classed as poonjah and assessed as such, they would probably never cease to be occupied.
“ 1 beg to recommend that such lands were found to have lain waste, may be altered from nunjah
“ to poonjah. The change will be a reduction in the assessment, but an increase in the revenue,

“ and necessarily be beneficial to the cultivation.”

21. Mr. Shubrick also points out another class of land called Manawary, which is very

extensive especially in the Nayer tiluq, and

Letter of 6th April in Consultation, 17th du- is raied astr[mujta?l,_ although 4.'ée;.*»e:z'.defnt.t }1)'?1' lirrs

7 sation on the falling rain. Some o s lan

EREN i A ﬁaving lain waste, l&r. Shubrick recommended

that where this is the case, the registry of the land should be altered to poonjah with a suitable

change of assessment. This course he represented would be beneficial to the revenue and to
the prosperity of the tilug, by opening out an additional extent of land for cultivation.

22. As Government had laid down the principle, when lately revising the assessment of
other districts, that all land unsupplied with irrigation is to be classed as poonjah, the Board in-
structed the Collector to propose measures for rectify-

Board to Collecter 17th August 1858. ing the imperfections pointed out by him, adding that
he was ““ to be guided by the fact, whether Government

“ supplies irrigation or not, instead of by the circumstance of whether these lands have been
“ regularly cultivated, or otherwise.” The Board conmzued., s AT umrrl_gated land hpuld be
“ classed as poonjah, but this change does not necessarily imply that their assessment is to be
“ Jowered, as some poonjzh lands are more valuable than inferior classes of nunjah. Whether
‘¢ their assessment requires modification must be ascertained by a comparison of their rates with
« those of poonjah, and by a general enquiry into their value and into the proportion which the
« cultivated portion of their area usually bears to the uncultivated.

23. On receiving these instructions Mr. Shubrick pointed out that from the great extent of
the lands to be examined, his Cutcherry is unequal to the task, without assistance. In this opinion
the Board concur, as the new police arrangements entail a considerable reduction of the Collector’s
establishment, and the Manawary lands consist of 98,563 cawnies assessed at Rupegs 3,:45.3;41.
The Board would have been glad if the enquiry into the assessment of this extensive and im-
portant area could have been left to the Director of Revenue Settlements, but as the survey may
not reach the Chingleput district for some years, they resolve to request sanction for the exua
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6 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

Jor the month of Lecember 1859.

servants whom the Collector wishes to employ, to enable him to proceed with this work. The
additional establishment required for the purpose is as follows ;—

Rupees.
1 Gomashta at Rupees 20 for six months... ... IPQO
1 a at P Rt 3] o L o 9D
5 1 at 3 10 I vea “en 300
510

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. STM, Secretary.

No. 2. ORrDER THEREON, 2]st December 1859, No. 1733.

Paragraph 1. These proceedings of the Board of Reve
. : R ; i ) nue relate to the land ment of
th::, %2?%3: :‘e(il]\sl?t;ﬁtl’ot}') ut chiefly of the tluq of that name, on the n(;nja?a::lls :;S\:Zsidl they
gesgriptibns e assessment. The Board also advocate slight changes on some other

2. 'The first part of the prociicilindg.s i§ occupied with a short review of the steps taken in
S 3 3 -
Board's Proceedings paragraph 6. reliev;:tgnﬁ:’g }:lnypursuance of the order of 10th July 1854 for

abolitie assessed land ; the result of which was the

land, and the reduction of the high rates of the (?ledc ;ﬁdc:ﬁa:?f ok et o

mwf}"edm:t‘:l E:;Iigd[ll])e)vll l\gl(x)'.ogn:(z:llse%eﬁ)gztu:geoy}:aing}.%%‘g tilug; orratherof 146 villages of it
: 3 ! ? ar 182 i e

2? T&h‘:{ th?‘.“t mbmhi" Pla]"hs of the district, My, Smalley,cc::u::[:g?d‘:‘lfe?:eismentdls a:?lt::lletlot

otk wae atoreants o ompleted. only 146 villages when he was uan:fzgr:él to. Nellore;

the work was afterwards taken up by My, Viveash, and finally completed by Mr. Maclean.
Pproved at the time ; and the settlements of{\less.rs. Viveash

Mr. Smalley’s settlement was fully a
and Maclean were Jon i
3 . g objected to as too low : i
Paragraph 11. 'l]-.‘akiis: ht;\vt:x:veto the scale of "My, Smalle}"go’byov:};ea::d;:i::s [?oil;imp]:ti(:::
Bl ioier ils assessmexft:,a:h:egf a:(clf:all}y done ; and Opinions havingosiuce cllx):nged e
latter officer, in order to bring them to an equall)it;s?vlittll: 1&1;0:;;1:) nfl e l?we'r gl 3
4. That the villages in RS

appears to be stated by el = wsre highly assessed than other parts of the district

e all th '
admitted therefore to be true, . Coll_ectors' ¥o-hage ubject; and it must be

assessment,
Paragraph 11, allusion to the de

with which it |. ] uq, and the ive” difficult
latter point, and backwardyan. ioldnd revenue is collected, COmgaratl\e difficulty

: No faets h
a . are o »d to prove th€
Fovrote, o & roof uf he depremed ta of e sk O wealhy radhcr than of
on stalionary lor many years ; but other U9 the fact is quoted that the revenue
J reaso is Tas: ; -
ment, are stated by the B(I)::cil ‘:he:nselves i para;: éol: :gls ff;l.‘,;;llll;irependemly of lugt}_l ase:;
Sy aste compared with : g€ proportion ol na
1 Dated 6th April 1858, ':he' extract given in Pa"&grapl? ‘gge“l"oh’dn% 1s also re‘ferrml to. But.
o indicate that this is owing i grear. the Collector’s letter,} seems

classed as nanja much land of irrigation great part to My, Smalley’s having

of the one crop land in cultivation is only Rupees 4-15 mfm ngice, that the mean assessment

Even including two crop land the i I, bei
; averag ey Ru oo
North Arcot, after the reductions ma(‘i:,mtlrglgr?s:l}:::svgq‘ . X Kaecs

1 dccording to the returns for Susly 1268, Xl::gt li;: ?sixRu Pees 7-7-9 per kani, and in South

Pees 7-5-4 ;1 and Chingleput bas

th
¢ advantage of greater nearness to the Madras

G ¢ market,
. Lven allowing then that the vill i assessed
st allo Hen the ages in questj i
t'hanbotlfen parts of the district, the Government ar(l: notw:f e ohat Siors h'ghlancc’
can be regarded as good ground for reducin ot T (e s ciscumal fded

that whatever may have been the case ten yegr;h:g:s Sessment in them,  And it must be
L

the last few years, and which seem like

e without material reduction, no plea ©
)

there is :
IVt eontn s 1o doubt that under the prices of

o5 e

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department 7
for the month of December 1859-

burdensomeness can possibly be made out in these villages. The increase of price has been
many times 11 per cent. .

7. But though no general reduction seems to be at all necessary, it may perhaps be proper
to lower the highest rates, which are now materially above the highest of the reduced rates in
the adjoining districts of North and South Arcot. The annexed statement A, also prepared in
the Government office, shews the rates of assessment classified, as well as the total land and
mean cultivation, during ten years. The highest rate of' nanja assessment in North and South
Arcot is respectiv-ly Rupees 10 and Rupees 11-14 a kani for a single crop. It appears to Go-
vernment therefore that it may be expedient to lower the highest rates on something like the
following scale. .

All above 13 Rupees a kani to 11 Rupees.
All above 12 and under 13 to 10 Rupees.
All above 104 and under 12 to 9 Rupees.
All above 9 and under 10%to 8} Rupees.

The two crop land to be dealt with on the same principle, allowing half the assessment of the
first crop for that of the second. Thus all rates above 191 Rupees would be reduced to 161
Rupees; and so on. It is evident however from the statement A above referred to that on
this land at all events the assessment does not press heavily, since only 7 per cent. of the land
is waste on an average of ten years, The Board Wll[ report on this proposi.tion.; an‘d if ap-
proving it in general, will state the detailed manner in which they wou'ld give it effect. If
adopted.in Mr. Smalley’s villages, it should also be extended to the rest of the district.

8. No reduction is proposed by the Board on the punja* land; except in the case of a

~ small piece of 1} kini, assessed at the very high rate of Rupees
* Paragraphs 17 ond 18.  18-6-5. This the Board properly propose to reduct_a in the mode
already followed in North Arcot, to which district the village

Paragraph 19. where it is found formerly belonged.

9. In the latter part of their proceedings, the Board advocate two measures of undeni-
able utility; viz. first; to transfer to punja at spita.ble rates of assessment, all land_ classed as
nanja by Mr. Smalley but unprovided with irrigation ; second ; to transfer to punja also the
description of land called ménaviri nanja. i. e. land on which a coarse kind of rice is grown
without irrigation.

10. The former of these measures is highly desirable, asa means of making land cul-
tivable which now cannot be cultivated by reason of the high assessment ; and the change may
therefore be certainly counted on as likely to add to the revenue. The Government grant
authority for giving effect to it.

11. The latter measure is one of justice. The land receives no water, and ought to be

assessed as punja land. This principle has al-

E.zter'zt Assesst. | ready been acted on in North Arcot.. The e:x-
Kani. | Rupees.  tentand assessment of the land of this descrip-
| tion are as in the margin; but unfortunately

Shakal ... .l 17,1471 72,636 the Collector has not fnrnished the actual ex-

ﬁaik senwe e 9;313 2;’?22 tent of cultivation. The assessment averages
P:fj::bokm 71’287 2 ’854| about 4 Rs. a kini,and the proposed changewould

4 probably reduce it one half. Assuming that

|
Total... 98,563 3,74,341 60,000 Rupees is annually received for the ex-
tent cultivated, the loss of revenue would be
30,000 Rupees; which might certainly be expected to be speedily much more than made good,

by the cultivation of waste at the reduced assessment. Authority is granted for carrying out ‘
this measure also.

12. The Board recommend a small additional establishment as in the margin, to cost in all
: Rupees 510, to aid the Collector in the detailed work
1 Gumasta at Rupees 20 for Rupees. necessary for making the changes advocated by them.

R T VP et Pk i 120  Those now sanctioned are less extensive, and the extra

1 Do.at 15 for do.....cecn.nrn 90  help required will therefore be less; but the Government
8 Do at 10 for doviceeesiviess 300 sanction the sum asked for, trusting to the Collector to
—— avoid all needless expense. Besides the mere account

Total...... 510 work, much careful enquiry in the villages will be

——  necessary in carrying into effect both the measures just

sanctioned. It appears to the Government that this

duty may properly be entrusted to an efficient Deputy Collector ; and they will take an early
opportunity to supply the place of Tiruvengadachiri recently transferred to South Arcot.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.
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