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No. 57.  Read the following letter from H. NEWILL, Esq,, Director of Revenue Settle-
‘ment; to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue;
~dated Madras, 23rd quember 1859, No.-108L. .. s S

o .
Paragraph 1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofithe Board's Proceedings
dated 16th instant, No. 4694, reviewing my further communication, dated 81st ultimo, No, 961,
regarding the assessment of the (ip_daveti and‘ Kishna deltas. g .

2. It does not seem necessary for me to enter further into the general discussion of the
subjert, as the views both of theBoard and myselfhave been fully expressed and laid before Govern-
ment, but I may here be allowed to reply to the question asked of me by the Board in paragraph
6 of their Proceedings, where, after quoting the following from my report on the settlement of
‘Chidambram and Manargudi :—* this tract of country, has for the most part, been irrigated for
¢ a long series of years, and it would not be a satisfactory task, under such circumstances, to
# attempt to rate the lund first for laud tax independent of ixriga;ion, and then to impose one
¢ fixed water tax for irrigation, so as to form a consolidated assessment, though it is not beyond
¢ the reach of practicability to effect this,"—they ask * whether the foregoing description of

¢t South Arcot does not apply also to the Godaveri delta,”"—adding that ‘‘ except in the com-
parative magnitude of the areas and of the irrigation works, they see no difference between.
lb@aﬁﬁes.’, 3 . . & * g

3. To thisI beg to reply, that the delta in Chidambram and Manargudi under the com-
mand of the Colorim anicut has been almost wholly irrigated for many years past, and assessed
as a rule with Nunjai rates, while out of the Godaveri delta, containing according to the Dis<
‘trict Engineer’s calcnlations, a total irrigable area of 12,00,000 acres, only a fraction was irricated
before the anicut was built and assessed with wet rates. The Collector of Rajahmundry gives
1,01,000 acres as the total area in}ferfectly irrigated in Fusly 1255, (A. D. 1845-46;), and the
Collector of Masulipatam gives 2 ,944 acres as the portion of this delta, including Zamindari
and Mokassah lands irrigated before the anicut. The total is thus in round numbers 1,26,000
sotes.” P : Lot

4, I would add to this 50 or 60 ‘per cent. for deficiency of areas in the accounts, but the
oard in their Proceedings of 27th ultimo demur to such an addition. Taking the revenue ac-
coun en as the basis, the irrigation has increased about 150 per cent. since the anicut was
A et o . built, it being now 3,13,240% acres, against
% Vide paragraph 16 of my report, dated 12¢h 1,26,000 acres as given above, and the partial

- September last. : tax this large increased area has paid under
: RN Oy, Ty ~the system of joint rents, cannot be said to be
in the f0§m4 f regular Nunjai te#but part of the general distribution of the joiut rents on the
ryots, according to their own ideas and arrangements. -
- * 5. The relative portions out of each delta constantly irrigated for a long series of years
are thus widely different; while for the increase in the extent of the Godaveri irrigation since the -
anicut, which is far more than a moiety of the whole area irdga@ at present, there can be no
gleten:mn‘ to paying *“ a Nunjai assessment time out of mind,” as in the case of the
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. ut a more serious fallacy still appears in my judgment t be involved in the expres-
“sion of the Board that © except ’incl{he cbppgmﬁveﬁzzgniiu#bf the areas and of the n‘rxgghan
¢« works, they see no difference in the two localities,” and n th ument founded upon i

4 olybms

~ that because the Nunjai rates in  Chidambram and

" , - rate of Rupees 3 per acre is not suitable fomthe quam
s S RS s o%e the two talugs , I described th
in South Arcot as follows : ation of these tdlug;
bq Eﬂ. Eﬁﬂﬂ rate. v 1t
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