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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Jor the month of December 1859.
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No. 24.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 12th No-
vember 1859, No. 4642, .

Read the following letter from G- S FOR.BES Esq., Collector of Ganjam; to W. HUDLES-
TON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated
Chetterpore, 15th October 1859, No. 308.

The -order of Goveramtent 30th August 1859, No. 1160, forwarded to me with Board’s
Proceedings 2d September 1859, reached me on the 14th September during my stay in Purla-
kimedy, and as I wished before replying to it, to refer again to the accounts sent in by the extm
Carcoons alluded to in the Government order, and have been much occupied with current and
other important business, I have not been able to answer their reference earlier. -

Ist. Tam desired to explain what punishment has been awarded to village officers in cases
where cultivation in excess of the extent shewn in the accounts has been brought to light.

2dly. What was done by the regular establishment of Carcoons and others from October
1858 to January 1859, in bringing to light such cases, and why with talooks so small in extent
and revenue, the regular establishment either could not or did not undertake this duty ?

3dly. The Government wish to know the particulars of this alleged excess cultivation, by
what process it was discovered, and how far it is to be considered fraudulent or is admitted so by
the Curnums. :

Lastly. A brief explanation is called for as to the character of the revenue records of the
district.

2. On the first point, I have the honor to state that I have not inflicted any punishment
on the village officers in whose limits the excess has been brought to light. In describing the
land revenue records, I shall enter further on this subject, and for the present pass on to the
second point noticed by Government. ‘

3. Here I must premise that some error has evideatly found its way into the calculations
of talook area which were before the Government when this order was issued. I observe that in
Mr. Bourdillon’s memorandum regarding the revenue establishments, the area of Goomsur,
Soorada, Mohery, Poobbacondah, Itchapore and Wadada is stated to be under 1,000 square miles,
whereas, in fact, Goomsur and Soorada alone occupy an area of 1,031 square miles, and the total
area of the other four talooks amounts to about another 1,000.

4. The revenue of the five talooks during the last year was upwards of six lacs, and is
steadily on the increase. I hope in a few years to see it reach eight lacs.

5. There is a Peishcar, as the Government observe in each talook, or rather an officer is

borne on the books as such, but they are also heads of Police with a wide jurisdiction in the neigh-

bounng Zemindaries, (with the exception of the Soorada Peishcar,) viz. the Poobbacondah Peish-
car is head of Police of Ganjam with jurisdiction in the Hoomah, P&looa, Beredy and Cullicote
estates. The Mohery Peishcar was lately head of Police of the town'of Berhampore, and has
recently been stationed as an experiment at Vishamojiri near the border of the China and Pedda
Kimedy Zemindaries in which he exercises his functions. The Itchapore Peishear is head of
Police of Soampetah in the Jalunthra Zemindary with authority over neighbouring estates, and
the Wadada Peishcar is located, with similar duties, at Polaky. A second Wadada Peishear is
head of Police for the town of Chicacole. ; o PTRAY

6. Both Tahsildars and Peishcars have cognizance of revenue cases in the neighbouring
Zemindaries, and I occasionally send them in person to the scene of more important disputes or
to take a deposition from a person of rank, It is for this reason, and in consideration that the
ryots of a very large extent of Zemindary country have no other Government officer within reach,
that I have, in reporting to Mr. Pelly on the proposed amalgamation of talooks, strongly advised
that the number of Tahsildars should not be diminished.

7. As regards the Carcoons and their failure to bring to account concealed cultivation, [
have the honor to state that upwards of 5,000 Rupees were brought to account by them last
Fusly, but these officers have hitherto c_onﬁned themselves to measuripg and reporting such
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increases of cultivation as have occurred under their observation, without testing the total area
of villages.

8. Isubjoin a memorandum of the work usually performed by the Carcoons,
no further enquiries into the statements of informers to these officers, resoly
encouragement to the practice of informing one against another among the ryots, owing to the
quarrels it occasions, and because I felg confident of obtaining the sanction of Government &
the plan by which I proposed to bring these lands to account, Tt wag Proposed to me, when I
first joined the district last year, by the late head Serishtadar who had seen it extensi
Government on the ground tha¢

on was generally admitted, and that the regular
ted extent every year,

9. The method pursued by the extra Carcoons was si -
vated holdings of a village, and comparison of the result

—————

I referred
ing not to offer any

- establisbment could only operate on it to a limj

cases where 3 village was held under
joint rent, the whole cultivated area would be measured; ther
villages of the separate holdings of each individual according to the division made by themselves,
but they are occasionally altered. In the surveyed talooks 7
cultivation of lands entered as waste in the

10.  As regards the fraudulent com

plicity of the villa
order to explain matters, first describe ¢

ge oflicers in these cases,
he nature of the lan

d revenue recorgs.
I have already referred to the pymaish accounts of some talooks
in this district by an experienced Pymaishdar from Darwar,
to 1844, when the survey was disco
Itcliapore, and Poobbacondah had up to that time heen surveyed. The

doubts were thrown on its accaracy by Captain Halpin of the Surve
Mr. Smollett writing to the Board on th i

villages to be measured by European lan
of more than one or two per cent,
accurate than surveys similar] cts. These accounts sh
waste and cultivated lands, and are the basis of the returns of the village officers,
as waste in the pymaish accounts and continuing 9 be shewn as such in the Camupg

can only have been cultivated by the frandulent complicity or the carelessness of thoseaeo:ft;itmm,
and as the labours of th b ieoit Skl i ca ; cers,
make an example of guch offenders by dis ' Pedient to

12.  The Curnum of a vj

fraud has, however, since died. The Curng
similar neglect or fraud has com

to pursue this course, had the work of the e

must have been dissmissed, I circulated n

system reached me, threatening |
similarly offended.

I must, in

;a s{n'vey was undertaken
: whose operations lasted from 183
ntinued by order of the Board. The talooks of Wadada

d surveyors, and that the result di

» and that he dig not consider the work
Y conducted in other distri

13, The discovery
regular Carcoons confine the

14. I have now, however, to explain what constitute the
Goomsur and Soomde; talooks. The Zemindayg who
Government officers with accounts on more than
receipts and area of theip villag

revenue reco;ds of the Moher
formerly helq these estateg furnisheq zl{;

one oceasion, which Purported to
e and the exteny of land bield ynder grants of 4]] kim;s ew'lt'llzz
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area-was computed from the seed measure named
: i i Burnum, which has given its name to the
.—There is, however, little virtual corres- a . iven :
NOTEdeuee betw;en the land- Burnum and the breadth of ground en which it may be raised,
g Burnum Five land: Burnums make an acre.
97‘&3" .

15. As the villages were all held under joint village rent or farmez.i bya sfugl.e renter, ang
the extent and position of the tillage of indiviqua!s. was a m?tter‘oi:' internal adjuks:mte;t at.t}]le
liable to occasional changes, the only record of mdmdnal. holflxngs_ls in aq ac;;ountf pt hzd .
Curnam. The Circuit'Committee (copy of whose report in print has already been furnis

hurG vernment), first demanded and received these accounts after muck trouble and delay, and
;o:ket; upon them as universally untrustwort%xy. The settlement. on v?hlch the estates lffa:h;
district are now held was made by Mr. Brown in !802, and he' also obtained a;:our.ltfi;?c s
have described above, and on the data they contained the peishcush of the Zemin :les,vbse-
them of Goomsur, Mohery and Soorada was fixed. These estates were.resuxge su
amongt that settlement. A subsequent account: was called for and rendered in 1853,-the ac-
g::::s ;:)1' Goomsur, Seorada and Mohery being given in by the vil.lage. officers.  No re‘hanc&t: is
laced upon them, the entries of area:were made on the estimation of the: Curnum, &e.,
i al ds have never been measured. When, therefore, an excess, suchas has now been
5 th'e wli ht; is detected on measurement, the exeuss is, “the Circar have never measured
beUg]ht :1(; afd ;ve only set down what we think and what we findin the old accounts.” Where
thes:(;‘: additions of any great importance have eccurred; this may passcurrent as aga.inst f,he
n}t: : r’e of fradulent complicity, and I scarcely think it would be Just to inflict signal pumsh.ment
fn :Ef:z cases which have occurred in the unsurveyed talo.oks. Thfa Ooriah Curnums are igno-
rant and obstinate; and only able to write Oona.h on a cadjan. Their J ummabundy accougts hm
Teloogoo have to be written for them by a hu:e.d Gomashfa, (at their own. expense,) and the
only :mterial improvement will come from the rising generation.

16. I have now, I trast, furnished information on all the points mentioned in the Govern-
. ’
ment order.

Submitted for the information of Government, with
In Con. 81st August 1859, No. 4347. reference to their Proceedings, dated 30th August 1859,

No. 1160, R. D., on the Board's former reference.
(A true Copy and Extract,)
(Gigned) W, HUDLESTON, Acting Secretary.

No. 25 ORDER THEREON, 5th December 1859, No. 1644.

The Board lay before Government a letter from the Collector of Ganjam furnishing infor-

mation in reply to the order of Government of August 30th No, 1160, respecting the employ-
ment of certain extra Karkuns,

2. The circumstances under which those Kéarkuns were entertained by the Col}ﬁctox; are
explained in the Board’s Proceedings of August 22(}, No. 3307. The Govemn;entd!?:t no dnl::
fuse to sanction the charge ; and they hereby authorize the offices of account ’an m;v[ i % a ot
it, to the amount of Rupees 345-1-6. They proceet.l to recc.n-d some ren.xarks on. }: or es
p;esent letter. Information was asked for on.foPr points, which are recapitulated in the opening
paragraph of that letter, and are answered seriatim.

i i i to the omission to punish
R < doi;: O;Sigr;e;: 1;3:“1:!{1‘";‘;:‘332;3 sending in fslse acgounts.
* 10tk October 1859 No. 4081. The Circular Order* lately issued by t_he Board in px-lrsn(;
+ ber 1859 No. 1359. ance of an ordert of Government, will have ac.qumn.te
B >l him with the sentiments of Government on this point.
Even s'mple dismissal is not sufficient ; the se(furity of the Revenu?e uil:npe::.tive.ly (;l(:'mnnsds ‘lthat
Regulation 9 of 1822 should be put in force in such cases. A Ké: un _dismissed for such an
oﬁ'ebnce should not be succeeded by a relative.

e e
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4. There may be some error in the areas of the Ganjam talugs as quoted in the paper
referred to, though those areas were carefully computed. But the Govern-

Paragraph 3 §e.  ment retain the opinion that nineteen Kérkuns, even without help from the
Peshkérs ought to be quite sufficient for the inspection of cultivation in

those talugs. And they fully believe that if those servants are properly worked and properly
supervised, and if Karnums guilty of fraud are dealt with as prescribed above in paragraph 3, they
will be found sufficient. Adverting to paragraph 13, the Governor in Council observes that it

should be Mr. Forbes’ care to make such arrangements as to leave the Karkuns free for the duty
of inspecting cultivation which seems to be so much required in Ganjam,

5. The prevention or discovery of fraud must undoubtedly be a matter of difficulty in the
unsurveyed tilugs—viz. Mohari, Gumsdr and Suradah. As it will be

Paragraph 10. some years before the general Revenue Survey can commen
Ganjam, it may be worth while for the Board of Revenue to consider in

communication with the Collector, whether, as a temporary arrangement, some means could not
be adopted to measure the lands, either by the K4rnums subject to test and verification by a
Surveyor under the Collector, or by some other plan. But even in the absence of such a record,
it is not necessary to submit helplessly to imposition.

It may not be practicable to detect slight
frauds ; but where the excess of land found on measurement is large, it may fairly be treated as
fraudulent. Such cases should be dealt with in the mode prescribed above in paragraph 3.

The Governor in  Council cannot but think that the wholesale frand in the cultivation accounts

which appears to prevail in Ganjam, may be duein great part to the little notice which it appears
to have been there usual to take of such offences.

ce operations in

6. The Government have only in conclusion to ex
Survey already made of three télugs,
preserved. )

press the hope that the records of the
as mentioned by Mr. Forbes in paragraph 11 are carefully

(Signed) J, D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,

e )
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