


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
for the month of November 1859.

No. 36.  Read the following Petition from LINGAM LUTCHMAJEE; to T. P¥CROFT,
Bsq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated Ganjam, 9th September 1859. g

It being secretly whispered here that Mr. Forbes, the Governor's Agent in Ganjam, ‘has
‘applied to Government for permission to banish me from this district, which ismy native country,
and the accompanying letter which I have received. from him, having in a degree, confirmed the
said whisper, 1 most respectfully and humbly beg leave to represent the following circumstances,
and to pray that you may be pleased to bring them under the consideration of His Excellency

the Right Honorable the Governor in Council.

9. Captain Smith, late an assistant agent in Ganjam, having become inimical to me from
his erroneous belief that the reprimands which he occasionally received from Mr. W. Knox, for
his informal and oppressive proceedings towards the people of this province, were the result of
that geutleman’s consultations with me, he was resolved to procure my downfall. But as Mr.
Knox was a just and conscientiouge gentleman, Captain Smith could do me no injury as long as -
that gentleman was in charge o& district ; but on the arrival of the late Mr. Lushington as
Agent in this district, Captain Smith soon acquired great influence with him and suceeeded in-
bringing me, along with several other public servants, into disgrace, on a charge of forgery. As
Mr. Lushington was sick, Captain Smith took upon himself the investigation of the charge, and
conducted his proceedings in a most infermal and oppressive manner. In the mean time, Mr.
Lushington was succeeded by Mr, T, J. Knox, who immediately took the whole affair into his
hands and disposed of it by dismissing one ot two public servants, and allowing several to resign
their appointments. There having been found nothing to implicate me in this matter, I was
reinstated in my office as revenue translator to the Collector of Ganjam. A report was then
submitted to the Board of Revenue on the disposal of the case, and that authority confirmed the
decision of the local officer. All this was of course unpalatable to Captain Smith, who on the
arrival of Mz, Forbes as Collector and Agent, prejudiced his mind against me. Mr. Forbes conse-
quently re-opened the above case, and ‘without even holding supplementary proceedings, con-
demned me on the same papers on which bis predecessor had pronounced me innocent ; he then
compelled me to resign my appointment, threatening that my refusal would be followed by my
immediate expulsion from the publicservice. L protested against these proceedings, and sub-
mitted an appeal to the Board of Revenue, who have, however, confirmed Mr. Forbes’ decision:
Upon the decision of the Board reaching me, [ have submitted an appeal to Government, in the

Revenue Department, and it is still pending.

3. As T have been thus thrown out of public employ and remained unemployed, 1 have
been occasionally engaged by the Zemindar of Callicote and Hautgur, and by several private'
~ipdividuals as their private translator, for the purpose of translating their petitions and represen-
tations to the Collector, and to the higher authorities. In June last, the Director of Public
Instruction having offered me the appointment of Deputy Inspector of Schools in the Vizaga-.
atam district, I accepted it on the condition of my being alloweéd to remain in Ganjam until the
1st Augustlast, for the purpose of settling my private affairs. I have sinceapplied for an extension.

- - - o s - -
as, owing to domestic inconveniences, 1 shall not be able to enter upon my duties immediatelys

4. You will be pleased to see from the above that I have been, during the time I have
been out of public employ, conducting myself quietly and that Mr. Forbes can bring home
ainst me no other charge, than that I have written English petitions for private individuals,
You will also be pleased to see that I have, as every one else, a right to sell my labor in the host
market, so long as 1 do not employ myself in exciting rebellion, insurtection, sedition and
other political crimes. "There are, as you know, hundreds of people in every country who
earn their living by writing petitions for, and employing themselves as the representatives of
rivate individuals. It is then for this that Mr, Forbes regards my residence in my native
country as objectionable, and the Government will be pleased to see that no sufficient ground

exists to justify that gentleman to take the extreme step of proposing my banishment,

5. In November last, M. Forbes deprived me of my appointment in the Ganjam collec-
torate, and during the last ten months I have resided at Chetterpore, the station of the Collecto:
and Agent; ui§ position has been anything but influential ; yet there have not been any ;co& .
Jaints againstme in regard either to my past or present acts. There can, I humbly beg to state,
e proof of one’s conduct being perfectly unobjectionable. g et MR
a4t M. Forbes’ mind has been strongly prejudiced against me b Cattain
nsequence has be-n the loss of my positig‘_‘;y% tE:gGauja.m c y ct‘cﬁatalﬁ'. §
“and propose my banishment from my native country is, I bitterly complain, -
E‘g@j'qhﬁzon knows the value of, and prizes p nal liberty more than the
ving under the protection of the English Governmene ; Mr. Forbesis n honorable
man ; yet it is this gentleman that makes light of my o) Sy 2
s to cxpel me from my native country. Whether ornot [ take the appo
nted, is a question with which Mr. Forbes has o reason to interfere

ppointment, but no other earthly boon can compensate me for the loss
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personal I")mty Therefore, if My, Forbes
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has really applied to Government for permission to ] : ] b
banish me from Ganjam, His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor in Council will be b ” 3 ;
Pleased to see that, ynder thie above explanation, there exists no cause for placing any restriction i
on my movements, i

ORDER THEREON, 24th November 1859, No. 1597,

e informed by endorsemen
Jolleetor of Ganj

Petitioner will b

t that the Government have received no com-
mumcatlon from the
will be returned to him.

am such as he supposes ; the enclosure in his petition !
9]

g
2. That enclosure is an original letter from the Cnlmctol of Ganjam to Lingam Laksh-
maji, containing various Imputations against him, and way ‘ning him that he (the C'OHCLIOH will
object to his remaining in uln;‘un The Government resolve to inform Mr., Forbes that they
d]S&p[‘LOV“ of this lette They cannot give their sanction to a s)\t m of b‘unxnma individuals 1
from a distriet snnlln b, an act of .mth ority without any tmal. Such a system is contrary to
all received plll]Cl ples, and would phr’c the for tunes and h: appiness of ey ery person in the dis-
trict com pletely in the power of the local officer or agent for the time bei ing.
3. From what has transpired in Ling:
tremely doubtfy| whether he is a fit pe
to take any part iy ¢}
tor of Public Instruce
dismissal from office,

oy

am Lakshmiji's case, it
tson to-be eutertained in the
¢ m~nu4.tmn of youth ; the ¥ accordingly resoly

tion, the papers conne tod with Lingam Lakshm4

W -

appears to Government ex-
> educational department, or i 2
e to forward to the Direc- :

4ji’s suspension and ultimate
Ordered that the iullowmw endorsement be made on petition No. 3555 of 1859.

3555 o
er is informed thag the Government have received no communication from the
anjam, such as he Supposes.

1. Petition
Collector of G:

A

1e enclosure in his petition will be returned,
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