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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Department,
for the monih of Novemoer 1859.
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No. 14. Read the following lotter from W HUDLESTON, Es Acti
. N, 1sq., t S t t
the Board of Revenu: ; toJ. D. BOURDILLON, Esq.s Secéreta.r(;r Tog Gg\crzgnif\}émo
Revenue Department ; dated Sth November 1859, No. 4560. ;

With reference to the Proceedings of Government in the Revenue Department No. 1206

datcd 9th September 1859, cbserving thct: th "'1:1 le
In Con. 10th September 1859, No. 4519. dismissal of®the Tahsildar: Muzumgar :md ?I‘::'afgai
. Rk of Punchamal talook in Tinnevell hich ared
in the District Gazette of the 15th August last, did not seem an adeguate iB;Zﬁigen:PF:: l;;}163
offence (falsifying public accgunts) w}xich led to it, and requiring the Board o?‘Revenue to submit
the facts of the case for the information of Government, 1 am directed to report as follows.

9. The lands to V'Vhich the said accounts relate in favorable seasons are irrigated entirel
by running waters; while, in drought, they require manual labor for raising the water to 1he1¥1
by picottahs or baskets when it is customary, on the ground of insuflicient i?rioation to remit a
ortion of the assessment. An order was issued to the Tahsildars on the 23d tbctob;r 1857, di-
recting that whenever remission was thus claimed, the Curnums were to report the circumst:mce
to them early in the season, furnishing full details, which were to be tested by another officer
deputed for that purpose, and the result communicated to the Collector without delay. The
order further required a second report from the Curnums before the crops were cut to shew whether
they had been matured by raised water or not, and a second check examination the result of
which was to be also reported at once to the Collector. :

3. In Fusly 1268, A. D. 1858-59, or that following the year in which the above order was
jssued, the Collector called on the Tahsildar on the 11tk December 1858, to report what extenz
of land had thus been irrigated, but received no reply until five months afterwards, viz. on the
oth May 1859, when for the first time (the crops having been cut long before) the’ accounts in
question were submitted with the Tahsildar’s explanation ¢ that the examination had not been
properly made, and that not till the Jummabundy (Goomastah had reported that the preparation
of the puttahs, &e., was delayed for want of thesa accounts.”

4, From subsequent enquiries made by the Acting Collector, it appeared that no reports
whatever were received by the Tahsildar, showing that water was being raised in any of the vil-
lages, until he unnecessarily, as it appears, (the season having been very favorable,) sent cight
orders purporting to be dated September 1858, to the Muzumdar, Attur, Tarafdar, and certain
Curnums, directing an examination of certain lands, and that these orders did not reach them
he Muzumdar who states that he received hisin the same month,) antil the following

(except t
December during which and the two following months, when the carr ¢rop had been cut and removed

and the peshanum crop wWas growing, it is pretended that esaminations were made, the accounts
furnished as their result being antedated September and October, under, as alleged by the Cur-
nums, the Tahsildar’s instructions. The first mentioned officers also confess that no memoranda
or rough accounts were made at the time, and that in some instances the accounts ‘forwarded by

the Tahsildar, on which remissions were claimed, were prepared so long as one, (W0, and three

months, after such examinations are said to have been held.

5. Onan inspection of the eight orders issued by the Tahsildar, which are stated to be so
brief that they could have been all_written in half an hour, it appeared that, though bearing in-
dications of having been written at one and the same time, each of them was prepared by three
different individuals, the names of the officers and villagers being written by one, the body by
another, and #he dates by @ third party, who has not confessed to it. They are also not entere

in the Talook Miscellaneous Diary, nof numbered, but appear ina separate book, together
with the original order of the Tahsildar the date in which bears marks of having been altered

to September from December. :
6. From a consideration of all these circumstances, the Acting Collector Was convinced
that the order of the Tahsildar dated September 1858, was not written until after the receipt of

the Hizir reminder dated 11tk December 1858, and that the opportunity Was taken to procure
false accounts, through which an attempt was made to defraud Government of a large amount o
i ax due on the aforesaid lands.

revenue by establishing a claim to the usnal remission: of half the t
The Tahsildar in his defence stated that he was the victim of & conspiracy: but cannot show any

grounds for the ples, and, moreover, declared his inability to account for the delay and irreg arity
that occurred in the preparation of the accounts submitted by him. The _chlef witnesses
against him having, however, been his accomplices or tools, according to their own showing,

=] - . -
the Acting Collector did not think their evidence sufficient to warrant the infliction of the penal-

ties provided by Regulation 9 of 1822, but he decided that the ahsildar was not fit to be re=
ion, confirmed his dismissal.

tained in the public service, and the Board concurring it this opini
from the Tahsildar in Sep-

%, The Muzumdar’s statement was that he received an order
tember to examine certain lands, that he did so on #he 94th of the same month in company Wit
no memoranda of the examination OF other means of check, and re-

the Curnums, that he kept
ceived certain accounts i November from onc of those officers, which he signed and antedated
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The evidence of the two Curnums produced as witnesses

in proof of the previous examinalion. : wo ums P
waze:rquite at variance both as to the time at which the examination was said to have been made,

X e 9 DI et S mha 2.
and as to the genuineness of the accounts delivered as the result of such examination. There was

P . :‘l' ~ ey . s . iy s
pot any doubt of his complicity in the Tahsildar’s fraud on his owh showing ; but, in consideraion
of the questionable conduet of the witr

Jesses themselves, and of the doubt thus thrown on their
evidence, simple dismissal in his case also was deemed sufficient.

§. The Attar Tarafdar furnished the accounts of two villages as the result of examina-
tions made on the 94 th and 25th October 1858, while from his own admissions and other testimony
they were made ingJanuory when the carr crops had been cul, and the peshanum crops were
growing, [He states that the earlier dates must have been entered by the Cusbah '1111'4;\'1‘“', who
‘zidmittéd havine done so, but that it was under his and the Tahsildar’s instructions. The Attix
Tarafdar appeared also to have takena prominent part in the preparation of the "l'uhsildm:'s
orders alluded to above, including the one to himself, which he confessed to have received only in
Decembar, but cannot account for the delay. The Acting Collector was of opinion that the charge
of fabricating false accounts was more fully made out in the case in which he was convicted than
in any other, but in consideration of his having been all along the tool of the Tahsildar, his su-
perior officer, he thought the loss of kis sitnation a sufficient punishmeut.

9. The under talook officers implicated in the preparation of all the accounts, were pers
mitted to escape with a fine of five Rupees each.
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No. 15. ORDER THEREON, 22nd November 1859, No. 1586.

In this letter the Board report, according to order, on a case in Tinnevelly, in which a
Tahsildar, a Muzumdar and a Karnam, convicted of fradulently falsifying revenue accounts,
were simply dismissed. .

0. The evidence against the '[shsild4r, as stated by the Board, appears so strong that it
¢ difficult to perceive the reason for hesitating to convict him under Regulation I1X. of 1816.
The evidence against the Muzumdér is still more convineing; and the Board state that there
was no doubt of the man’s complicity in the fraud “ on his own showing.” In the case in which
the Attfir Tarufdar was concerned, the charge is stated to have been ‘‘ more fully made out”
thau in any other; but the Acting Collector forbore to convict him, for the very unsound
reason that the order of an official superior excuses fraud in an inferior. :

{ r .y -
' 3. The Board will issue orders to all Collectors that these three persons, whost names
should be reported to Grovernment, are not to be employed again in any capacity.

: rode The Government consider it necessary -£o the security of the revenue, to mark in a de-
cided manner participation in this gross attempt at fraud ; they direct therefore that all the
« under Téluq officers” referred to in para. 9 of the Board's letter, who were clearly implicated,
shall be dismissed, and not re-employed.

5. It is not stated whether any or what punishment was inflicted on the Karnams con-
cerned. For the reason given in the preceding paragraph, the Grovernment direct their dis=
missal, and the nomination in their room of successors not nearly related to them.

6. It is presumed t.hat'the fraud was unsuccessful, and that no remission was s0 obtained ;
but this should be explained.

%. The Governor in Council must observe lastly that the practice followed with respect
to the land in question appears to be a very objectionable one, involvine much interference,
and giving great facilities for fraud, He would wish the Board to considé';' whether it may not
be abolished in favor of some mode of proceeding not open to such objection. It seems likely
that a composition might be made, fixing an assessment 1o be paid invariably ; and this, it must
be noticed, would be more consistent with the order abolishing yeatly remissions.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.

S
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Trom i No, 45
o W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
s J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, R.D. '
IR, e

With reference to the Proceedings of Government in the Revenue Department,' No. 1206,
; dated 9th September 1839, observing that the simple dismi

Ny 5 i : ple dismis-
n Con, 10th September 1859, No. 4519 sal of the Tahsildar, Muzumdar and Tarafdar of Puncha-
which appeared in the District Gazette of the 15th August last, did
Isifying public accounts) which led to it,
e case for the information of Go-

mal talook in Tinnevelly,
not seeta an adequate punishisent for the offence (ia
and requiring the Board of Revenue to submit the facts of th

vernment, I am directed to report as follows.
9 The lands to which the said accounts relate in favorable seasons are irrigated entirely

in drought, they require manual labor for raising the water to them
it is customary, on the ground of insufficient irrigation, to remit
a portion of the assessment. Am order was issued to the Tahsildars on the 23d October 1857,
directing that whenever remission was thus claimed, the Curnums were to report the circum-
stance to them early in the season, farnishing full details, which were to be tested by another
officer deputed for that purpose, and the result communicated to the Collector without delay.
The order further required a second report from the Curnums before the crops were cut to shew
whether they had been matured by raised water or not, and a second check examination, the
result of which was to be also reported at once to the Collector,

3. In Fusly 1268, A. D. 1858-59, or that following the year in which the above order was

o
issued, the Collector called on the Tahsildar o the 11¢th December 1858, to report what extent
of land had thus been irrigated, but received no reply until five months afterwards, viz. ou the

oth May 1859, when for the first time (the crops havin;,r been cut long beff)re). the accounts in
question were submitted with the Tahsildar's explanation * that the examination had not been
properly made, and ¢hat not till the J pmmabundy Gomastah"had re‘ported that the preparation
of the putwahs, &c., Was delayed for want of these acf:ounts. ' :

4. From subsequentenquiries made by the Acting Collector, lf.i appe?red' that no reports
whatever were received by the Tahsildar, showing that water was being raised in any of the vil-
lages, until he unnecessarily, as it appears, (the season having been very favorable,) sent eig.ht
orders purporting to be dated September 185.8, to the Muzumdar, Attis, Tnf'afdar, and certain
Curnums, directing an examination of certain ,lands', ?nd that these orr%ers dxd- not reach thfam

'(except the JMuzumdar who states that he received his in the same month,) until the following

December during which and the two following months, when ‘the carr crop kad oezp cul and re.
moved, and the peshanum etended that examinations were made, the
£

crop was growing it is pr
furnished as their rest d September and Octoder, under, as alleged
‘bsildar’s instructions.
u

It being antedatec
abs were made at the

by running water ; while,
by picottahs or baskets when

The first mentioned officers also confess that 7o
~ « memorgnda o7 rough time, auc} that in some instances the accounts for=
— ‘M ﬁ;& hich remissions were claimed, were prepared so long as one, two,

g r?ml tlfﬁ%y monihs, alter s maminations are said to have been 1{eld. :
\ 5. - On an inspection of the eight orders issued by the tl‘ahslldar, which are stated to be'so
brief that they could have been all written in half an h‘our, it appeared that, though bearing in-
dications of having been written at one and the same time, each o.f them. was prepared by three
different individuals, the names of the officers and villagers being written by one, the body
They are also not enter-

ir : fessed to if.
by another, and the dates by a third party, who has not con : , ‘
ez in the Talock Miscellaneous Diary, nor aumbered, but appear in a separate book, together

with the original order of the Tahsildar the date in which bears marks of haviné been altered

to September from December.

accounts
by the Curnums, the T

i
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