


Proceedings of the Madras Governmeni, Revenue Department,
for the month of November 1859.

No. 12. Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Agent to
the Governor, Vizagapatam ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Go-
vernment, Fort Saint George, dated 7th September 1859, No. 853.

Under the existing rules it is out of the power of the head of an office to procure a pension
for any Native subordinate unless backed by a Medical Certificate of incapacity for further
duty, but it seems to me that a Medical officer is not always competent to form a judgment on
this point in relation to a man’s capacity for the proper conduct of his duties.

9. There may be cases where no bodily infirmity is outwardly visitle or discoverable and
there may exist imbecility of intellect and puerility of character which alone developeé itself
where the exercise of the judgment and the mental energies are called forth. These infirmities
cannot possibly be known on a mere cursory examination by a Medical officer who has no.
means of testing them, but they may exist nevertheless, and to that extent which may seriously
damage important interests.

3. A case in point I desire to bring before Government leaving it for their decision. It
is that of S. Venkata Rimdds, the Tahsilddr of Golkondah. In last year I had occasion to be
dissatisfied withy this officer, but having little personal experience of him I addressed both
Captain Owen and Mr. Pelly my Assistants, and I enclose for the information of Grovernment
the replies of those officers which I think clearly demonstrates the incompetency of the Tahsil-
dar. I have also had many occasions to comment on * his dilatoriness and want of energy, and
in a part of the country like Golkondah it is essential that the head of the tdluq should be both
young and active. S. Venkata Rémdds is nearly 60 years of age, his hand so shakes that he
cannot write legibly, and it is with difficulty he can even sign his name ; I have tried him and
beg to enclose a specimen of his caligraphy.

4. Being desirous of getting the services of a more efficient officer in the Golkondah talug
1 wished to pension the Tahsildar, but the Zillah Surgeon declines to give him the required
certificate on the grounds stated ; and hence my difficulty, and the reason I am necessitated to
apply for the orders of Government in respect to this officer. He has been found wanting on
many occasions, and for long has been considered unfit by his imme diate Furopean superiors.
I have also myself had practical evidence of his want of energy both bodily and mental and
altogether 1 consider him a very unfit person for the charge he holds. He has a nervous tremor
in his hand which almost disables him from putting pen to paper, and I cannot think it right
any longer to retain Venkata Rdmdis in his present post.

5. To degrade him to an inferior situation would not be a palatable arrangement or
agreeable to his own feelings, and therefore I solicit of Government that the Tahsildér may be
permitted to retive on the pension to which he may be entitled under the rules, I believe this
is one-third of his present salary, and I am satisfied that in submitting the proposal I am doing
no injustice to the individual, while those higher interets, affecting the Government and the
people will thus be secured. o

6, I await the orders of Government for my guidance.

No. 13. ORDER THEREON, 22d November 1859, No. 1585.

Ordered that a copy of this letter be transmitted to the Director General of the Medical
Department who will obtain from the Zillah Surgeon of Vizagapatam, for the information of
Government, an explanation of his grounds for refusing a certificate to S. Venkata Rémdds,
Tahsildir of Golkondah, who is reported by the Collector to be nearly sixty years of age, and
so infirm as to be scarcely able even to sign his name.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
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