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No. 60. Read the following letter from ARTHUR HALL, Esq.; to J. D. BOURDILLON,
Lsq., Secretary to Government ; dated Cuddalore, 29th October 1859, No. 23.

1 have the honot o acknowledge your letter No. 1485, dated 24th October 1859, calling
upon me for my opinion of the provisions of a Bill now before the Legislative Council, entitled

« A Bill for Licensing of Trades and Professions,” more s ecially with reference to its bearin : 1
A g P y g

upon the district of Canara.
9, The Bill in question involves the imposition of a tax,
; per cent. upon the net profits or gains, when not less than -
Sestions 1. & X Rs.66-10-8petannum,derived fromtradesandprofgssionsthrough-
other words, puts a direct and heavy tax upon industry and skill, while
rsons following no trade or profession, but who enjoy large incomes from

at the approximate rate of three

out the country, 0T il
it leaves untouched pe

accumulated capital.
3. This principle is analogous to that upon which the Muhtarala tax of this Presidency i
is based, a taXx, the levy of which has for years been denounced as an oppressive and unwise :

mode of raising revenuc.
e s therefore, I think, bea serious evil to bring into such universal application,

y the proposed Bill, a principle of taxation which has already been found to

act 80 prejudicial]y, while only in force to 2 limited extent,

The Bill also includes in its operation all persons in private employment who draw
"more than 100 Rupees a month as well as Civil and Staff offi-
Betions XTI XXIV. XXV &XXVIL o of (overnment, receiving upwards of the same sum a
n fixed by Act of Parliament. The. }

5.

month, with the exception of those whose salaries have bee

limit in the foregoing cases should be, in my opinion, 200 instead of 100 Rupees. ’

6. The Bill provides for classing the tax payers and lays down the course to be pursued - 3%y

by the Collectors in determining under which class each party

Sections X11. X101, X1V. & XV.I 22t falll ;.:; J

%. The sums to be paid for licenses by cach class respectively are also given, by which “ i

ok it appears that the payers are to be divided into 17 classes, and - L

s to be assessed at sums varying from 5,000 to 2 Rupees. 1

8, The process to be adopied in determining the class to which a party is to belong is of )

: : a most inquisitorial nature, and that part of it which authorizes e
Spotion XY publicity being given to the classified lists of persons requiring

-

ticularly objectionable.

9. Tt will be useless to expect that the Natives will fill up truthfully the schedules which e
o be sent to each of those who are supposed to be liable to be taxed, for the purpose of 8 ;
their making-a return of such information regarding their trades and professions as may enable b
the Collector to fix the assessments. They will certainly not make faithful returns, and I
think it would be much better to dispense with such schedules, and let the native traders and pgioof

dealers be classified without them. ' |
10. It appears by the Bill, that every petty dealer and sl_lop-keeper whose annual net gains

arefound to exceed Rs. 66-10-8, will have to take out alicence and pay ; but I do not seo how
and I think the minimum here laid X

are t

a

down is too low, and that it should be raised to 150 Rupees. ) ,
A . o iiw it VPR e s ABh NN o
11. My opinion of the Bill is that it is unsound in principle, obnoxious in its provisions, %

andas it now stands, impracticable in its application. ZA Ty s o
12, An attempt to introduce jt into the Provinces would, T ‘iippr.ebgnﬂ, he met by m‘iona
opposition on the part of the people, especially in a district likg Canara,'_whgre hithértg -thej.;til-
_habitants have snceessfully resisted the imposition of any new tax. g Vis
13- 'Ev;ry interference by the authorities with the people of that district, has always been
g;gdb:;' them, and every attempt to gain accurate information about their affairs and circum-
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14.  An improvement has
roads, and the Revenue authori
to do, but still, from the ex
convinced that it would be
proposed Bill,

certainly taken
ties hay
perience I g
ver

. g the pe
ained during 5 service of eigl
y dangerous to attempt to j

It years in that district, I am
ntrodug

€ into it the Provisions of the
15. It would lead in a

when an unusual tax v ome years ago, o
16. Petty trader i
supposing there was no Positive Opposition,
classify all those who would have to tak
integrity, it would, I fear, have g
17. From what Ik
here the provisions of the Bill would not
have resisted by open force, what they h
there is a spirit of resistance
in taxation is attempted, whi

ave seen of the

On severa] Occasions the people
ave supposed tq be innoya

tions upon thejy rights, and
among them ready ¢, show itself oy ey . R

€Iy ocecasi
ch they do not happen to Hke. Y Occasion when 5 change
18. There are doubtless certaj

required to take out licences, but th i Ay
the p\'oﬁts_are small, but to endeavour to j

scheme of direct taxation as that lai
impolitic,

No. 61. OrpEr THEREON, 5th Novembey 1859, No., 1507,

Ordered to lie over,

(Signed) 'J, D, BOURDlLLON‘,

Secrelary to Government,
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