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. Proceedings of ‘the Madras Government, ‘Revenue Department,
for the month of November 1859.
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Read the following letter from ARTHUR HALL, Esq.; to 7. D.BOURDILLON,
Tsq., Secretary to Government ; dated Cuddalore, 29th October 1859, No. 23.

1 have the honot to acknowledge your letter No. 1435, dated 24th October i859, calling
upon me for my opinion of the provisions of a Bill now before the Legislative Council, entitled
¢« A Bill for Licensing of Ti'ades and Professions,” more especially with reference to its bearing

No, 60.

- upon the district of Canara.

o, The Billin question involves the imposition of a tax, at the approximate rate of three
' per cent. upon the net profits or gains, when not less than -
Rs.66-10-8 per annum, derived fromtrades and professions through-
i other words, puts adirect and heavy tax upon industry and skill, while
persbns follqwing no trade or profession, but who enjoy large incomes from

Sections I1Xe & X.

out the country, of,
it leaves untouched

accumulated capital. |
3. This principle is analogous to that upon which the Muhtarala tax of this Presidency

is based, a ta%, the levy of which has for years been denounced as an oppressive and unwise

mode of raising revenue. ' ‘
4. It would, therefore,.I think, be a serious evil to bring into such universal application,

e proposed Bill, a principle of taxation which has already been found to

»

as conteinpiated by th
act 80 prejudicially,' while only in force to a limited extent.

5. The Bill also includes in its operation all persons in private employment who draw
¢ eions XXIIL SXIV. XXV, & XXVIL .more than 100 Rupeesa m(.)h.th as \yell as Civil and Staff offi-

i cers of Government, receiving upwards of the same sum a
month, with the exception of those whose salaries have been fixed by Act of Parliament. Tha.
Jimit in the foregoing cases should be, in my opinion, 200 instead -of 100 Rupees.

G. The Bill provi(les for classing the tax payers and lays down the course to be pursued .
by the Collectors in determining under which class each party
is to fall. '

7. The sums to be paid for licenses by cach class respectiveiy ar
) it appears that the payers are to be divided into 17 classes, and -

ion VIIL y .
Beetto . to be assessed at sums varying from 5,000 to 2 Rupees.

Sections 11 XIL X1v. & XV.

e also given, by which

8. . The process to be ailopted in determining the class to which a party is to belong is of
' N <y a most inquisitcrial nature, and that part of it which authorizes
Section £+ publicity being given to the classified lists of persons requiring

-

articularly objectionable. .
9. Tt will be useless to expect that the Natives will fill up truthfully the schedules which
be sent to each of those who are supposed to be liable to be taxed, for the purposé of
their making-a return of such information regarding their trades and profe'ssiohs as may enable
the Collector to fix the assessments. They will certainly not make faithful returns, and I
etter to dispense with such schedules, and let the pative traders and

are to

think it would be much b
dealers be classified without them.

10. It appears by the Bill, that every petty dealer and shop-keeper whose annual net gains
arefound to exceed Rs. 66-10-8, will have to take outa licence and pay; but I do not see how"
accurate returns of ‘the net profits can ever be obtained, and I think the minimum here laid
down is too lows and that it should be raised to 150 Rupees.

11. My opinion of the Bill is that it is unsound in principle,
andas it now stands, impracticable in its application.

12. An attempt to introduce it into the Provinces would, I apprehend, be met by serious
' especially in a distriet like Canara, where hitherto the in-

n of any new tax.

obnoxious in its provisions,

opposition on the part of the peoplé,
hahitants have successfully resisted the impositio
by the authorities with the people of that district, has always been

13.- Every interference
ttempt to gain accurate information about their affairs and circums-

rosisted bi' them, and every &
baffled by their opposition.
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S certainly taken placq since the district Jaq been opened out by '
roads, and the Revenue authorities have gone moye among the People thap they used formerly
to do, but still, from the experience I gained during 4 service of eight yearsip that district, I am
. . 3 N
convinced that it would be very dangerous to attempt ¢ introduce into it the Provisions of the
proposed Bill, .
13, It would lead in aJ likeliho
when an

nd artizang f’orm 2 very large in Canara, 5o much so,
supposing there was no positive Opposition, the Collector v
classify all those who would have to
integrity, it would, I fear, have

o
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possible to i - ! }
es, and if the System wag introduced in its . 3.2 !
a bad effect upon the Prosperity of the district A Y, b {
17. From what I have. seen of the People of Sougy, Arcot, I am inclined to think that even ﬁl ~~\\ " ’;k
here the provisions of the Bill would not be easily carrieq out. On severs] occasions the people * . . :; i
. . Lo kY <
have resisted by open fOl'Ce, what they have Supposed to be innovations upon their rights, and 3 Lo 1 gi
there is a spirit of resistance among them ready to shew itself op every occasion when a ch,zm . . '-l ) ' }YL
in taxation is attempted, which they do not happen to like, . 8 y PHE
5 . ERTaN
18. There are doubtless certain trades and Professiong for which Parties might fairly be \ Ef:»
required to take out licences, but these should be limiteq 3, numberand exceptions made where ¢ ey
the profits are small, b.ut to endeavo.ur to lntr?duce into 5 country like § outhern Tndi such 5 . 31
scheme of direct taxation as that laid down in the Proposed Bjj) would be, to my mind, most 1
3
impolitic, .
‘ ——— ——— ¢
No. 61, OrbERr THEREON, 5th November 1859, No. 1507. J
Ordered to lie over, ' )
(Signed) “J; D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,
\
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