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" Kolkars, or Talook peons,

~—

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
for the month of November 1859

»

e

" No. 58 Read the following "Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th October

1859, No. 4393.
Read letter from the Collector of Malabar, dated .4th July 1859, No. 156.

(In Con. 11th July 1859, No. 3360.)

The Coilector of Malabar brings to notice the insufficiency of the pay of some of his
for their subsistence at the present high price of grain.

o, There are a}together 450 Kolkars in Malabar in the receipt of only 4 Rupees pér
mensem eachi. During the last five years the price of rice has, in some talooks, risen more
than 10 per cent., and the above rate of pay,'the Collector states, “is sufficlent to main-
tain a single able.-bodied man, much less to feed and clothe himself and family.”

3. The consideration of a permanent improvement in the pay of these officers must
be deferred, until the revision of establishments now being conducted by Mr. Pelly has
been effecteds but, meanwhile, the Board recommend, that, underthe circumstances stated
by Mr. Grant, the pay of the talook Kolkars may be raised from 4 to 5 Rupees per men-
sem, while prices continue so high as they are at present.

(A true Extract.)
(Signedy W. HUDLESTON, Acting Secretary.

No. 59. .. ORDER THEREON, 5th November 1859, No. 1'506.

The Government are unable to make a rule for a single district. The DBoard are
aware that in many districts: the Revenue Peons receive no more than 3% Rupees a month.
The papérs' will be referred to Mr. Pelly and to the Inspector General of Police, in connection
with the general arrangements on which they are severally employed, in connection with public

establishment. .
(Signed) J. D, BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Govesnment,
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1Ix Cox. 11TH JuLY 1859, No. 3360.
.From P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of MALABAR,
“dated Calicut, 4th July 1859, No. 156.

The enclosed statement exhibits the number and names of the talooks, and of the Peons
in them, drawing & monthly salary of not more than Rupees 4. '

2. The average price of rice per garce, in each talook in Fuslies 1262-67, is shewn. The
period embraced is only five years; but you will observe that the price of this staple article of
food in this district, has, within that period, more than doubled.

3. My object in placing the matter before the Board, is to request their attention to the
present position of the Peons, who receive only Rupees 4 a month, The sum is jnsufficient to
maintain a single able-bodied man, much less, to feed and clothe, himself and family.

4. The complaints of this useful class of servants, have been very frequent and earnest of
late, and I cannot help feeling that the Board will sympathize with the prayer of their petition
herein enclosed-

5. Iwould beg to suggest that their pay be raised to 5 Rupees per month. Compensa-
tion is allowed to subordinates of this class in the Military service, when the price of rice ex-
ceeds Rupees 280 per Madras garce, and the same privilege is enjoyed by pensioned Sepoys,
in charge of bungalows.

6. In their Proceedings, dated June 6ih, 1859, the Board express their opinion, that the
Government order of 15th March last applies to Mooches and Massaljees, and other servants of
that class. I request t0 be informed whether l_\loonshees and Surveyors, drawing a rate of pay
Jess than Rupees 10 per month, should not be included in the category under similar circum-

stances. .

Exc. 1.

STATEMENT shewing the number of Revenue and Police Ko}kars on thereceipt of Rupees 4 per
mensem, in the District of Malabar, as well as the price of rice in Fuslies 1262 (1852-53)

and 1267 (1857-58.)
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"Exc. 2
“To the TALOOK CUTCIHERRY or SHERNAAD.
The humble Petition of the undersizned Peons on the estab-
lishmeat of the aforesaid Talook Cutcherry.
In the first place, we beg leave torequest you will bz pleased to peruse this patition through-
- out, and deign to take our sad case into eonsideration, and 2fford redress t our grievance.

At the time that the ITonorable Company fived the silarizs of Peons and others,"paddy was
to be had for 2, 4 and 5 parrahs for a fanun, and subsistenca was obtainable without diNeulty.
During the last eight or nine years it was not procurable at that rate, but row it is s Jdat Jand}
seers per fanam, in conscquence of which, we, Peonson the receipt of a pay of # Rupees each, can
only maintain ourselves with the greatast dificulty for 15 07 2 days (in the manth). During some
of the remaining days, we subsist by contracting debts anld o {uilure to obiiin credit, we starve.
In former years the prices of rice and paldy ranzed low and tha Sirear daties of the P'eons were

light. At present they have greatly incressed, and the Peonsar: olliged th ol day and night
indiscriminately. Thegreat hardship with which we dischinrge thiz Sirear daties an ] the starva-
tion which we suffer tend to diminish ia us that physic\l streuziy which s os watial to the due
performance ofour duties as Peons : a eircumstancetay well knowa to the Sircar, Hitherto the Sizcar
bave not interfered in relieving our distresy in this respeet, but the irremedinble emb arcassments
in which we are plunged, and the great misery towhich wehave buoensubjected of late, constrain
us to submit this petition with the humble request that our grizvanies myy b takoninty consi-
Jderationand an order issued directing theszle of riceand paldy at the same rate which formerly
obtained, or our salaries increased with reference to our present straitencd circumstances, and there-
by protection afforded us.
Dated 25rd Fdavom 1034,
A&th June 1859
(Here follow the signatures of 20 persons.)
(True Translation.)

(Signed) P.GRANT,
Collector.
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